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PREFACE. 



I • THE following work is written with a dc. 
sire of placing, in a practical light, some of the 
prominent absurdities of many self-important 
reformers of mankind, who, having heated their 
imaginations, sit down to write political romuTi' 
cesy which never were, and never will be prac- 
tical ; but which, coming into the hands of 
persons as little acquainted with human na- 
ture, the history of mankind, and the proofs of 
religious authenticity, as themselves, liiirry a- 
way the mind from common life into dreanis 
of ideal felicity ; or, by breaking every moral 
tie, while they declaim about morals, turn loose 
their disciples upon the world, to root up and 
overthrow every thing which has received the 
sanction of ages, and been held sacred by men 
of real genius and erudition. 

Nothing is more easy, if we leave human na- 
ture and common place reason out of the ques- 
tion, than to write a system of jurisprudence, a 



perfect republic, a body of political justice^ or 
a catalogue of rights : but a close attention to 
any of these works will readily bring forward 
glaring and palpable contradictions. What are 
the various classes of mankind to think, when 
these men not only contradict themselves^ bu^ 
every one has a systeni widely opposite to ihe 
other, agreeing only that every regular order 
Rtd institution, religious, moral, and political, 
is worn out in this age of reason, and must be 
destroyed. ^ 

It may be right to apprise the reader, that the 
words political justice^ are scarcely ever intro« 

I 

,duced, except when the sentiment b taken fron^ 
Mr. Godwin's Political Justice. 

No doubt those who feel themselves sorey 
will endeavour to cast upon the work the charge 
of exaggeration ; but, on this subject it is tm. 
possible to exaggerate ; so inimical are the doc- 
trines of Godwin, Hiune, Rousseau, &c. to all 

civil society, that, when the reader candidly re- 
flects, he will perceive that the inferences I liave 
drawn from their texts naturally result. 
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Can we wonder at the prevalence of adukeiy, 
when doctrines such as these men hold out in 
fascinating language^ are tolerated ? Can we 
wonder, at the vices and crimes of a neigh, 
l^ouring people ? Or, can we wonder, that the 
generality of ^^/iTic^-thinking mM embrace and 
support them with ardour? 
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CHAPTER I. 

The Meeting o/two Refiublicdn PhUoiophern. 

ONE fine summer evening, Doctor Alogos walked 
out to the banks of Wynandar Meer, to enjoy the beau- 
tiful scenery surrounding, and reflected in the mirror 
of the crystal lake. 

, ' This is charming,' said he to himself, as he walked 
onward; * the harmony of nature is visible in every ob- 
ject round me ; the clouds form a majestic and ever- 
varying canopy ; man alone deviates from that pure 
state of existence he knew in the golden age ; man 
alone is unhappy ; his passions and his appetites in so- 
ciety know no bounds short of attainment; and why? 
because he will not copy the example of unerring na- * 
ture HI her conduct of animals. These never deviate 
Into rapine and outrage — they live free, and are happy. 

At the moment he heard a noise in the air, and look- 
ing rouad; distingx^shed a hawk ia full pursuit after a 
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lapwing. The harmless creature fluttered^ and ap; 
ed nearly exhausted, while the bird of prey redouble 
his exertions— •DoctorAlogoS) who usually walked wit 
a fowling-pice for his amusement, brought the ha^^fei^ 
down at i^hot ; and the. lapwing) as if to thank him, settlec:^ 
near tb<e ground. In a little time it ' recorered from its '^ 
fright) thid a fine worm creejHng before it fell a prey to 
iUBtmci. 

The Doctor mused on this subject as he continued 
his walk.— »< At wprst/ aai^ h^f ^ this is only a 
.partial evil) and does not interrupt the harmony of the 
universe; it is only -matter ehanging form, and making 
room in the great field, of nature for new e^i^te^^s ; if 
we had no hawks^ in twenty years the whole f^iirfi^pQ of 
the earth would be covered with l^pwingisi ; fin^ if we 
had no lapwing^) the whole globe woi|ld f)9 ^p .pyer-i*Hp 
^ith wormS) that) like a Cheshire cl)<;ese filj^d wi^ith 
mites, the crusting would cruml^le ,^way. It U l^^l<P%' 
sary that the stronger animals should prQy ^m^^p (he 
weaker) and quite in the order of things: bPt f^ P^ea 
to murder each other, is very different, and arises -from 
an unjust accumulation of property. Qh happy ti(i>j^s 
when /»ro/ker/y was jnregarded, ^h^n no tyrant could 
plant his foot ypon an acre qf ground, i^pd repijl^ his 
fellow from the sod ! Property ! Property ! thoM Art. the - 
bane of earthly good, an fijcer i^ SCM?Ji?ty, a^d a (^An«lir 
li\th^ political oecooomy.' 

Aa th« Doctor stamped bis fpot on the |;row^ u^ ^ 
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ftttkttde of an orator, bested with the idea ^f revohitioo 
and Equality, a jroung man in ycrj ragged dreaa leaped 
from a thicket of hazels, and hcMiog a pistol to iho 
Doctor's breast, demanded his mone'y. ^ 

Tbe Doctor's piece was unloaded^ or his benevolence 
^r the human species might have been lost in the agi* 
jAtion of surprise ; but making a full pause, and gasing 
at his antagonist, < This,' said he, < is not right in the 
Qi^ture of things; force tells me thatjrour argument is 
wrong ; you should have first convinced me of your 
wants, and then my. purse would have been your jusi 
property/ 

^ All property is a mcHiopqly,' cried the young meta* 
physician, * and the most laconic arguments are beat: 
thetie rags which I wear are sufficient vouchers for 
mj wants ; and unless you can prove tl^at some oth^r 
has a greater claim to your property, I must have th^ 
oontents of your pocket.' 

< You are a philosopher,' said the Doctor. 

* Yes,' reptied the youth; < my dear Stupeo used to 
tell me so; but philosophy is not rewarded in the pre- 
sent detestable system of things ; virtue is ridiculed, and 
vice rides in gilded coaches.' 

< How much do you need ?' ssud the Doctor, in trans^ 
port. * You are a pupil of the new school ; come along 
with me, and you shall find me a man who will esteem . 
you exactly according to the quantity of merit you pos- 
Sf ss ; your talents ought not to be tlius lost.' 
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- • 'Stupeo was perfectly right,*' said the youth, 
> told methatall men are equal; I will go with you 

<Who is this Stupeo?' inquired the Doctor, w 
the young man walked by his. side. * He was a 
great philosopher, a mythologist, a metaphysician, a 
a scholar ; he was my tutor at college.' 

*You a collegian!* cried the Doctor, in surpris 
^ how came you' in this miserable condition, and how 
could you commit such an act of dangerous outrage ? 
< From the most natural reason in the world : all crimen 
my dear sir, arises from some possessing what others 
want ; but in fact, there is no such thing. as crime ; it is 
a mere chiinera, existing only in the law, like John Doe 
and Richard Roe.' 

* Thicre surely are crimes,* interrupted the Doctor, 
* crimes against political justice, and the liberty of the 
individual: as for instance^.! have, as a willing animal* 
a right or power to take a walk ; but if I am to be as« 
sassinated every time I go out, my liberty is restrained* 
my house becomes a prison, and I might as well be in 
a dungeon, I think crimes of this nature ought to be 
punished.' 

* How ? By coercion or restraint ?— My dear Stupeo 
used to say that punishment is a specious name, but is 
in reality nothing more than force, put upon one being 
by another who happens to be stronger. How can nuih 
be. promoted by this ? If I am hanged for what is called 
a robbery, how am I convinced of my error ? And it 
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is the reform of the individual you should seeki and not 
the punbhment of an action partial in its nature/ 

• You are wrong,' said the Doctor ; the offender ought, 
to be restrained as long as the safety of >^he community 
prescribes it, for this is just : restrain him not an^ in- 
stant from a simple view to his own improvement, for 
tllSs is contrary to reason and morality.** 

' But, my dear sir, cried the youth, warmly, • Stu- 
peo, ^ho was a philosopher and a metaphysician^ 
says^ * '-,-'. 

* Says a fiddlestick,* retorted the Doctor, * it is the 
good of the whole we are to seek ; what signifies, indi- 
viduals ? They are as mites in the universe. Truths 
truth must be propagated, arid I glory to see' we are 
makings such rapid progress.* 

Th^y were by this time arrived at the gate of a neat- 
looking mansion, with high chimnies, and heavy cor- 
nices, which declared it to have been erected in the 
tune of William the Third, a flower-garden spread be-^ 
fore it, in which a beautiful young woman was gather- 
ing flowers; She appeared about eighteen, with all 
the innocence of that period, and the beauty attending 
upon health and good nature. <^ . 

• Your daughter, I suppose ? said the stranger. 

< No/ replied the Doctor; <do you think I would 

f . , ' 

** See fiage \^2 and 161 of Political Justice^ where 
Mtf tivQ laat contradictory absurdities will be found -ver* 
hatim. 






beHe my pfliioiplevtsy utiSting myself for Hfe to atifj^ 
ject, when the human mitid'tsof so chaingeable 




ture? She is my neice; her parents, who were *^^.^ 
poor, and rtrj ignorant, are dead. I attempted to ^^^ 
cate her on my plan; but she is of a perverse dis^D^ 
lion, jshe will not exert the £vine privifege of ^esiq 
ance, and throw oiT the shacli:les of domination : sh 
persists that the very difference of sexes should teac 
us that they are designed for diffeiMt pursuits.* 

< Laura/ cried the Doctor, * have you set my rooixi 
in order ? I have brought home a stitogei^/ 

< No,* replied Laura, blushing; ' I was obliged to vi* 
sit^peor otdwottian in the village; and I intended, af 
soctt as I had gathered some flowers, to arrange your 
apartment.' 

< The d-4 talEe all the old women in the utiivet'^e,' 
cried the Doctor, in a passion, < with their diseases and 
their wants! What had' you to do, you idl^' ahitf 
mdk gatfaeriiig flower^; when ail my room is covered 
VHtli litter? What a wretched sWe is sociei^t every 
thing thwartlAf the' temper, and spoiling our reflec- 
tion*.^ 

* In a state of nature, said the young ititoger, * lire 
should certainly have feWer wants. iTbe pleksabt si>i^g 
wifold^supply us with diliik, and^themi^t of the fdf est 
with food. How happy would it be if all mankind^ by 
imiversal consent, would destroy every vestige of aoci* 
ety, and return to umple nature 1 
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< Nothing is more true,* cried Doctor Alogos, takinfj 
his hand and leading him towards the house; * you 
seem a youth of profound intelligence, and I glory in 
having discovered such a gem. All the children of 
men are dear to my heart; «nd my indignation boils 
when I hear that' our brethren of Africa are urged to 
labour with a lash — torn from supreme felicity— 4:arri- 
ed from the yellow sands of Guinea to the burning fur- 
nace of the West-Indies, and all for what ? To supply 
us with spices and sweet-meats. I could hug a Tartar 
to my breast, and divide my little property with a 
^ Greenlander.' 
r A wounded soldier at that moment accosted them 
F from the gate, entreating a morsel of bread, or a far- 

^ thing to buy it with. 
The Doctor's countenance reddened, and turned 
' round—* Go,' cried he, * to your parish ; for what do I 

- ■ 4 

r pay so many poor's rates, if my purse is to be always 
i open to such vagrants ? In a state of nature there is 
no necessity for soldiers ; and I am determined I will 
not support the present infamous system.' So sayingt 
he slapped the door in the soldier's face; ftnd leading 
* iiis new friend upstairs, tliey entered an elegant apart- 
' ment, the furniture of which was in a style of the great- 
est luxury. 
I • Is supi^r ready?" inquired the Doctor cf a servant 
^ girl, who entered the room to place his chair, — • It 
k^^on't be ready this half hour,' replied she, pertiy^ 'if 
L B 
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you want it sooDer> you must come and help t 

yourself.* 

< Go along, you baggage,* said the Doctor, 
ing. Then turning to his guest, ' This,' said 
girl of independent spirit, the genuine equality fc 
I adn\^ire her. If my niece were a little mon 
disposition, I should he extremely fond of her— 
herself, because I am above all those false no 
relative connexion, but for her virtues.' 

Supper was soon after served in a style tha 
have gratified an epicure. The Doctor declaic 
tween every bite, xm the virtues of temperance, 
beauties of nature. — The young itian ate litth 
engaged with the beauties of Laura : and the la 
much abashed by the company, of a strange 
though in a garb that declared present poverty, 
a nobleness of physiognomy, which shone forth 
the cloud that enshrouded him. 

Having sufficiently satisfied the demands oi 
and appetite, the Doctor ordered his niece to 
and having replenished the table with wine, w! 
observed was taxed in an infamous manner, he 
ed the stranger to relate the outlines of his hvstc 
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i CHAPTER 11. 

' -' ^ > - "^ 

The /irogresB qf Truth^mid PhUoaofihy in an ignorant 

iMnd, 

MY name is Frederic Fewton. I might perhaps be 
ashamed to mention my family, when you see me in 
these miserable garments ; but truth must be spoken 
without regard to those false prejudices, which call folly 
by the name of honor. : , 

My parents have great landed possessions, that is| 
are great tyrants, in the county of Kent. They edu- 
cated me hi all the superstitions of the Protestant 
church, and my whole study was to conform to their 
desires, and restrain my wishes to the line of what they 
called rectitude and religion. 

I was so grossly ignorant, as to believe that disobey- 
ing them was displeasing t6 the Almighty ; and I con- 
sidered religion as a sure means of leading mc to a bet- 
ter world, and making me hereafter happy: but these 
were the dreams of uilenlightened imagination, im« 
prised upon me by education. 

^. Learning appeared in my eyes the greatest object of 
human attainment; and my parents delighting in my 
progress, my whole powers were bent to the acquire- 
ment (<f what they called valuable knowledge. 

I did not then know that profound ignorance is Xhp 
real and only state in wtiich men can enjoy felicity ; and 
that every advance from this is so far diverging from 
the intention of nature. 
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Iwatnevereasyunder the neglect of a daty, bl 
I either feared th'e censure of my parents, or to^Hp. w 
geance of an offended deity : and I refrained for 
reasons from committing any of those actions, fall 
rality particularly considers atrocious. So eage 

-s, 

ffny application to study, and so tenacious my me^27^ 
that at fifteen I was judged capable of commencing sj 
dent in form. 

I took leave of my parents with tears ; and my bos . 
seemed to loose its tranquillity at parting with a yon 
nearly my own age, and who had been my friend fitW h 
companion from infancy. Vernon was not less affec >^^ 
ed; and we vowed eternal amity at our separation. 

At the recommendation of a nobleman, the divine ' 
Stupeo becanie my preceptor. He was a person of 
mean birth ; but that distinction I despised, seeing m 
him only a man of talents. 

He began his plan of education, with starting bold 
truths, which shocked and dazsled me with their lus« 
tre, without confounding my perceptions. < I will not,^ 
said he, ' overwhelm you at once with the whole blaze 
of knowledge, though I would as little wish to lead you 
step by step, as though I would surprise you to an ac- 
quiescence with truth : immortal truths can never lose 

by being seen; it bears down every barrier; it is 
a mighty torrent ; it may be stayed for a while, but 
the acceleration of its rapidity will increase in equal ra« 
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/" At first I veutui'ed to observe, that the human imnd 
is too often led into an error by a deception of the sen- 
ses, whicli are ready to adopt any new object, however 
absurd V His eloquence, which was like the torrent he 
described, soon overcame my weak objections, and the 
first gleam of truth and philosophy dawned upoti my 
soul. 

He lamented the profound obedience I paid to my 
parents. ^ My dear pupil, said he, < what is this bond- 
age you called duty F And what right have those brings 
yoQ call father and mother to direct your actions, and 
controul the inborn vigour of your soul V 

* l&j the claim of nature ; by tjje troVlble they have 
taken for my preservation ; and by the love they bear me. 

* Unjust in the extreme! cried he. < Do your pa- 
rents love you for your real value ?— No ! it is aristo- 
cracy, self-love, and family pride, that t^ach them to sf t 

a value on you. No human being ought to be prefer- i 
red because that being is my father, my wife, or my \ 
son;* it is the good of the ^yhole we should endeavour 
to promote. And what is your claim of nature ? Are 
not all men born free? Children can be no longer con- 
nected with their father, than while th^y stand in nee^ 
of his assistance. When this becomes heedless, the na-» 
tural tie is of course dissolved, the children are exempt-, 
ed from tl^e obedience they owe their father, and the fa^^ 

* PoliticalJu9tice, i 

B 3 



13 T«E VAOABONb. 

ther is equally so from the solicitude due from him to 
his children ; both assume a state of independeDce re- 
specting each other/* 

* But gratitude,* replied, I * would seem to inspire 
reverence ar.d esieemi* 

' Gratitude I— Nonsense,' answered he, * I ought to 
esteem a benefactor, not because he has done a kindness 
to me« but because he has done it to a human beiiYg.t 

* But if what mjr parents request is for my own ad- 
vantage, surely there can be no crime in obeying ? 

< Of that you are the best j^ge : if the action be 
good, it should be done because it is so, and not because 
certain persons have requested or commanded you to 
doit* But even this you ought to doubt: to doubt is 
the first step to be a great philosopher, and the more 
you doubt the more real knowledge you are possessed 
of. For instance, you will call that an apple lying on 
your table, because it appears so : but you must doubt 
it ; your eyes, your taste is fallible — it may be an o- 
range, or it may be nothing— it may be any thing.* 

< It may not be a church, or the Alpine mountains, 
said I. - ' ^ 

* But you must not believe it to be either^ for those 
who believe awf^ ^Am^, certainly are fools.l 

< I am convinced," said I. « I doubt whether I ever 
had a father, or ever was born : I will no longer be 
held in the leading-strings of obedience.* 

* Rousseau. f Godwin, 

4 Hume on human nature^ vol. \,/iage 16S. 
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Youth has a natural passion for entertainment ; and 
having now cast off the trammels of parental admoni- 
tion, I determined to enjoy those moments which my 

dear Stupeo taught me would niever return. • How 
few are our years, and of those years, how few are al- 
lowed to pleasure!' would he say. * Grasp then, my 
pupil, the monients as they Ry, for all beyond this life is 
annihilation and non-entity : dry and barren study#s well 
enough for muddy souIs,~ but not for those who know 
how to live.* 

It is surprising with what conviction truth flashes up- 
on the iiund I-'— — Stupeo's axioms were unrefutablci 
and I found the superiority of pleasure over all the la- 
borious and musty Researches of learning, which never 
satisfy a doubting philosophic mind. 

I confess I rah into a few eccentricities, such as 
breaking the leg of a waiter in a drunken frolic — get- 
ting a fever by a surfeit — and spending my salary be- 
fore it became due ; but these are the necessary attend- 
ants on this miserable^ system of things* We are so 
enervated with drink. ng tea^ that we cannot withstand 
the power of fixed air in fluids: and the monopoly _of ^ 
property prevents our spending more than we can ac- 
quire 

These reflecjdons naturally led me to abhor tyranny 
x>f every kind. It is singular how we imbibe 
great truths, when once the mind doubts of e- 
very thing. The genius of liberty shone re- 
splendent in mine eyes, and t groaned at the suf- 
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fcrings of my fellow men. I saw that' no possible 
Ti.8:ht could bind any nian in slavery. What power had 
any generation of men to sell their posterity, no matter 
who bought them ? When had I given my consent to 
the government I lived under ? Never ; and therefore 
to me it was as absolute a dei^potism as any Under the 
sun.* It was no consequence to me that it might be 
just and well administered ; to me it was a tyranny. I 
confess^ere seemed a trifling argument against this 
new truth ; for it seemed a matter of difficulty, thit the 

. government should be sending to every individual, as 
he attaihed certain years, to know if he approved their 
establishment. But in the best of systems there^ is al- 
ways some little defect ; and surely Voltaire, Rousseau» 
Tom Paine, and the metaphysician Stupeo, knew which 
was for the best. * I even doubt,' said-the latter, * whe- 
ther the very article of our birth be not a great breach 
of political justice, since our consent was not required • 
He was a most exquisite reasoner ; I remember him 
expatiating one day on the happiness of natural liberty: 
he kindled into enthusiasm on the subjtct. * War,* 
cried he, * that destroys our vitals, and in one moment 
silences eloquence, genius, and every virtue, with the 

^ howlings of misery, murder and despair, would never 
exist but for the machinations of monarchs. When did 
you ever hear republics going to war ? What have 
they to fight about ?' 



* Paine, 
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< Did the ^Tynans, the Grecians} the Romans^ the 
^ Carthag^inians never go to war V sa^d I. But Stupeo 
K ki^w his ground too well to be stopped by so trifling a 
F question: he continued-— < The reciprocal relations of 
mankind^ while living together in their primitive inde- 
pendence, were not sufficiently durable to' constitute a 
state) either of peace or war, so that men cannot be na- 
turally enemies. It is the relation subsisting between 
things^ and not between men, that gives rise to war ; 
which arising not from fieraonal but real relations) can- 
not subsist between man and man, either in a state of 
nature or in a state of society, in which every thing is 
secured by the Laws. Thus it being evident that as 
men never can be at variance with them, for as much as 
no savages in a state of nature ever fight ; it followsf 
that war never could happen, but for the quarrels of a 
set of tyrants, who lead men into the field of battle to 
butcher each other with their eyes shut.' 

< Then msm becomes a mere machine V said Ii 

< Man a machine !' said he, with ardour : < man is ^ 
sublime animal ; the great lord of creation : it is true 
his. soul is nothing but an heap or recollection of differ- 
ent perc^tions, or objects, united together by certain 
relational and supposed, though falsely, to be endowed 
with perfect simplicity and identity. If any one, upon 
serious and imprejudiced reflection, thinks he has a dif« 
ferent notion of himself^ I must confess I can reason 
with him no longer : he may perhaps perceive some- 
Ibiog m^lej and continued^ wbiph he- calls Mmaeff^ 
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though I am certain there is no such principle in me. 
But setting aside some metaphysicians of this kind, who m^ 
believe they have a soul, I may venture to affirm, of the J^ 
rest of mankind, that they are nothing but a bundle or 
collection of different perceptions^ which succeed each J'"' 
other with inconceivable rapidity, and aj* e in a perpetual 
jQux and movement. 

* But,' said I, < you tell me you are certain you have 
no soul, and yet you lay it down as a maxim, that we are 
not to be certain of any thing. This is surely a contra- 
diction. Beside, if this bundle of ideas is always change 
ing, and never the same, what it memory ? How am I T 
conscious that I ate my breakfast this morning, and got |i^ 
drunk last night?- 1^ 

* It is merely in idea,* replied he ; you cannot be cer 
tain you did either. All ideas are only slighter impres- |^ 
•ions than realities, and there is no otliar difference be- 
tween reality and idea.* 

*' Then/ said I, ^ the idea of an inch must be an inch 
long, and of a mile a mile long. If I have an idea of a 
roaring lion, or a thunder storm, I shall hear the sounds 
only in a smaller degree. I have an idea of two bottles 
of brandy, and the impression will surely equal the ef- 
fect of two bottles of wine ; but do I feel any actual dif- 
ference between an idea of the frozen pole or the bow- 
els of Mount Etna ? Am I colder or warmer for either ^ 



* Hume on Human Mtture, vol, tpage 361 and 4S8. I 
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»es the idea of a bombardjrnent lay me dead upon the 
u) ;: which it must do, if it were, as you say, that re- 
y and idea are in every respect the same, except 
': the former strikes with more force than the lat- 

ifou will believe every thing I have said,' he an- 
ered, < if you doubt your own understanding ; and 
)thing ]s more fallible than human reason, or more 
rtain than immutable truth.' 

In this new path of philosophy, I made so much pro- 

'ess, that I soon ceased to trouble myself with thejar- 

in of the schools: Aristotle, Grotius, and PuiFendorf 

peared as so many children, and even the great Locke, 

ut an infant in science. Latin and Greek became the 

most insipid of studies ; and in fact, my moments were 

too precious to be wasted on such trifles. ^ 

My father wrote me several letters, expressive of his 
grief at my change of principles^ and hinting, that he 
would discharge Stupeo, if I attended to his infernal 
doptrines* 

< And so,' cried the great logical metaphysician, ^ you 
will stoop to the domination of this man, who wishes to 
cramp the divine impulses of your soul, to torpedo your 
faculties ! Other tyrants would be content with go- 
verning your body; but this man, who calls himself 

I 
• See BeattieU excellent TreaticM on 7\rutk, 
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your father^ would depress the energies of your 
spirit, and tear it down from beholding the splendid, 
of reason and truthy to walk in the common tract of ph 
ding men? 

What reasoning could be more justy or delivered 
more eloquent terms ? I wrote in reply that my m 
was free, that I detested controuly and would not subnut 
to the directions pf any tyrant, however distinguished b 
name. 

My father returned me an answer in the mildest 
terms: he requested me to consider how much atten* 
tion he had bestowed upon me in my early years. He 
asked how I should think of the man, who should return 
any favour I did him, with equal neglect and contempt. 
He entreated me to consider if any of his former ad- 
vice had been in any ways detrimental to my own wel- 
fare ; and to reflect, that no possible advantage could 
arise to him from my proceeding in a virtuous life, ex- 
N|;ept that of beholding one, whom he had been a mean 
of bringing into the world, an honour to his country, to 
human nature, and to himself. He concluded with en- 
treating me to meet him at a certain house upon the 
road, where he would communicate to me matters of 
great importance ^ and should set out froni home, though 
very unwell, the moment he received my promii^e to 
meet him. 

Stupeowas on a party of pleasure when I received 
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this letter. I am almdst ashamed to own the impres- 
sion it made upon me, though it is all in the old-fashi- 
oned style; but we cannot at once wholly overcome 
every prejudice of education. 

I wpote immediately, that I would attend at the place 
ajypointed. I delayed till Stupeo arrived. He Was- sur- 
prised to find me ready for a journtey, and more sO Vhen 
I informed him of the particulars, 

* Weak, purile, and inconstant man,' cried he, you 
resolve in one hour what you undo the next. It was 
either fitting that you should yesterday have bowed to 
the commands of your fkther, or it is not fitting to-day: 

- cannot change a moral action, What is it he re-^ 

js ? To bend you to his will^— to make you the 

._ve tool of his power. He would persuade you all 

las done was for yoUr sake. Who are you ? an indi-' 

idual \ his property ? — ^A master gives physic to his 

stave, and pretends he has no interest in cooing so. 

Nonsense! it is the good of the whole he should 

seek.* 

< But I have /iromiserf to mecit hini; and I would not 
willingly forfeit my word.* 

* All promises are morally wrong, ^nd ought not to 

be kept. The action to be dbfle, is either right, or it is 

wrong. If it is right, it should be done ^vith6ut an eye 

to a promise ; and if it is wrong, no promise can make 

it right. For instance, I send word to a merchant I 

shall meet him on 'Change, and I find moi^ pleasure 

in some other excursion, or some action of ^reatet 

C 
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good, in my mind, appears for me to 'do. I ought not 
to meet the merchant ; his inconvenience I am ignorant 
of, and I can no more be said to be accountable for 
any thing he shall suffer fr6m. the disappointment, ^han 
J am guilty of murder for not being on a trial at New- 
castle, when I kiiew of no such trial, though my evi- 
dence should have saved the man. All that can be said 
, Sis, that people would then in these cases depend more 
/ <upon themselves, and less upon others.'* 

< But,' said I, * how is business to be done, if no man 
has a certainty of meeting with those he has to transact 
some concern of the first importance with?' 

* What is business, what is commerce, when compar- 
ed with moral virtue and political justice ? It is the 
good of the whole, my dear Frederick, and not the petty 
interest of individuals, we are to consider. We ought 
never to do an action without first calculating the re- 
sulting good, and considering if some greater good may 
not be done.— You are dressed, afld to tell you the truth, 
for we ought always, and in all instances, to speak truth, 
I this night am going to Mrs. Ell's, where you \vill see 
a charming girl : she has not been introduced a months 

and you will not regret the, loss of— ♦ 

pome, my dear fellow, shake oiF all these superstitious 
Motions, and taste real and genuine liberty.' 

• Political Ju9ike» 
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CHAPTER III. 

The new morality of Friendahiftf Honour ^ and Fhilatt' ^ 

thro fly, 

SOME days after I received a letter from my father 
informing me, that the disappointment he had received} 
with the fatigue of the joBrney, in his weak state of 
health, had so much raised his fevcr» that he had little 
hopes of recovering his health ; and that if I yet retain- 
ed the smallest spark of filial piety, I would instantljr 
hasten to him. 

I was at first shocked with the event, but it was evi- 
dently not owing to me, but the improper journey he 
had taken ; for to say the disappointment could have 
such an affect, was talking like a nervous old woman. 
I was easily convinced by Stupeo that it was all a trick: 
and indeed I was in no condition to undertake a jour- 
ney into Kent ; the charming girl who had not been a 
month introduced, having given me sufficient reason to 
remember her innocence. 

•What a shocking effect!' said Stupeo; 'but you 
ought to doubt its reality.' 

* To doubt it ?* cried I : < No, no, I have no reason to 
doubt.* 

* But it may only exist in your ideai si^d that idea af- 
fects you.' 

* Affects me! How,' said I. < What, if 1 have an 
idei that my throat is cut, shall I find the blood stream* 
inp: about me ?' - . 
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< It all arises from the present miserable system of 
things, s^id Stupeo ; < a despotism is the very worst pf 
gjovernments.* 

* But what has despotism to do wUh it?' cried I pee- 
vishly } < am not I burning with all the flames of a vol- 
cano ? and should I not have been well at this moment ] 
if I had attended my father f Pray how does this, rise 
from \he government ?' 

M will maintain/ said Stupeo, with metaphysical cool- 
ness, * this, and every thing else that is bad, arises from 
it. If genuine liberty were established, all the female 
sex would be within our choice ; we should not have to 
venture ' What business has one naan to mono- 

polize a woman to himself? Affection and love is as ^ 
various as any other passion. What are the names of 
mother, and wife, and daughter, and sister? In a state 
of nature men pursue their own inclinations, and not 
each grasp a female being himself, the slave of his ca- 
price, and the object of his disgust. — Over this imagi- 
nary prize, men watch with perpetual jealousy; and one 
ihan will £nd his desires and his capacity to circum- 
vent as much excited, as the other is excited to traverse 
him : — aS long aj" this state of society continues, fi/iiian* 
ihro/iy will be crossed and checked in a thousand 
ways.** 

' That must be a very aduiirable state of things/ 1 re- 
plied^ ' but at present, what are we to do, when our 

* FolUical Justice. 
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philanthropy must be practised in private ? for it is a 
very dear ardcle at Westminster-Hall. I am almost 
tempted to think it is a judgment of Providence upoa 
iUicit connexion. 

* Providence !' repeated he ; * is it possible you cm 
really be such a child in science ? In the eighteenth 
century to talk of Providence, is a mark of the profound- 
est ignorance. Do you think then thl^t there is a great 
und omnipotent Being, who cares for such a bundle of 
atoms as you ai*e ? All priest-craft and lies. Does any 
thing tell you that you shall live hereafter ?* 

' I have ah idea that I shall ; and all ideas must be re- 
alities} only in a slighter degree, if the doctrine of the 
fasMonable Hume be true.' 

^ Not in this case. Your existence will termijpate 
when the lobes of the lungs are no longer inflated, and 
the blood ceases to beat in the arteries. The union of 
the spirit with the body, is a mere fortuitous connexion, 
happened wholly by chance, and will terminate in like 
manner.' 

* But,' returned I, * nature seems embellished with a 
thousand beauties, that surely are not the result of 
chance. In the formation of one single flower, how in- 
sei^slbly does the stem increase, the leaves unfold, and 
the floVers expand ! Were these the eff*ects of chance, 
we ought to seelhe particles which form the compo- 
nent parts, settling from the aii'into the shapes of plants, 
trees, horses, and geese ; nor should we ever see two 
animals or plants of the same species.' 

C % 
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Stupco paused a iioment, but he never wanted re«* 
sources in the extensive stqres of his mind. < All this^* 
8ai4 he, * proceeds from phjrsical necewty^ and the na- 
ture of things; you impel a ball along a smooth surface, . 
and it must proceed in a fixed progress; so nature has 
l^ven to all things an impulse, which never ceases to 
act. The same quantity of matter and spirit exists now 
that did exist at the first, though it is ever varying in 
form. In the first kernel, in the fir^ egg, was contain- 
ed the germ of all other kernels and ^<9ggS9 of all th€ 
plants, and all the chickens, requiring only the progress 
of time to unfold them; and the first man coi|tained in 
him all th« men that ever did, or ever will exist.* 

< But how that first could ^ver exist without a creat- 
ing power, is to me incomprehensible. We do not see 
tiew species of animals produced by nature in ourtim^; 
we never find mei> with their heads just rising alx>ve 
ground, like the children of Deucalion and Pyrrha^ or 
the teeth which Cadmus set in the mud. It would be a 
convincing argument, if we were ever to find the horns 
of an!knals rising like plants before us in our walks.. In- 
de(pd, my dear Stupeo^ you must allow a great first 
cause.' 

• Nature is all powerful,' said Stupeo* .. - 

< But what is nature ? To be a powerful cause, it 
im^sthave *tvill: it must be a Deity \. and I care not whe- 
ther you call this mighty beix>g Nature, Providence, or 
God. 

* Those 'who believe any thing are ibol^,* replied he^ 

♦ Ruffon. 
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^ matter and motion mtay be rc|garded as the cause of 
thought :* cyfery thing arises from matter and motion.'* 

< Btut what is motion ? And what is the cause of mo- 
tion ?* said I. '^ 

i Priests,* he replied^ ' kave led the mind thi^ough 
their knowledge of its passions. They have introduced' 
Hell to controul us by the horrors of future punishment. 
But tiie burning-glass of truth has struck Ihe temple of 
prejudice and priest-craft ; the fabric totters to the base ^ 
.it will shortly fall, and crush all tyrants in its ruins.' 

I could not but observe, that he had evaded my ques^ 
tions; but that was an effort of his exquisite wit and ta- 
lent fu|* disputation. It was impossible any one could 
resist th« torrent of his eloquence ; and my imaginaycm 
was warmed by the glorious and brilliant idea of the 
temple of superstition tumbling dowp, and crushing ty- 
ranny in its ruins. I forgot my sufferings in the pros- 
pect, sighing alone in the fear that mankind were not 
yet sufficiently enlightened. Indeed I have yet to la- 
ment, tliat I find top many self-interested people, 
prefer the misanthropic way of living in fanjili«^rwatch- 
mg their wives and ^aught^r* like i50 many dragons 
guarding the H^^perian fruit, and hoarding up that 
Vfealtb which thousands would be rejoiced to share* 
-But the time will come, when knol^ledge is dissemi- 
nated in all ranks ; when the ploughman shall sit on his 
plough reading the Rights of Man^and all books of law 
and religion shall be burnt by the magistrates. Then^ 

* Hume on Human Mit'dre^ vol. l./^age 4^^ and ^S4k%^ 




36 THE rAGAB0l9D. 

then^ my dear sir, liberty shall triumph f and aristoera- 
cy and property vanish together t 

It was a long time before I recoifered my health and 
strength ; and my father finding he could not bully me 
into his narrow principles, sent a dismissal to Stupeo, 
^That great and good man could not bear to take a per^ 
sonal farewel of his pupil, but departed in the evening, 
two days after his discharge, taking with him a gold 
repeater of mine, which his delicacy would not let him 
ask as a memorial^ — The loss of my dear Stupeo would 
have been dreadful, had I not iipbibed sufficient know« 
ledg^ to proceed without a guide ; the light of nature 
being sufficient for thoso^ who will follow her impulses, 
unbiassed by vulgat* ei^o^ft. , 

I endeavoured to epredd the truth with all my pow- 
ers ; but the old fellows thinking their places in danger, 
and alarmed at the thunders of reason, and the fulmina* 
tions of science, expelled me the college, and I returned 
to my father's house. 

There I resolved to live as much as possible in con- 
formity to vea5on» without stooping to the forms of cus- 
tom. Nature is the best regulator, and I was not oh* 
liged to eat and drink beeause the^andjof the clock 
pointed to such a set of figures ; or to eat pork^ when 
my appetite preferred mutton. 

My mother, who was a weakj silly old woman, was 
always crying at my whims, as my father called them, 
and if I <had not steeled my heart against that foolish 
failing, fiity^ I could not h^e persisted in the line, of 
truth. 
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rprwtw, the friend of my youth, resided -tttthh time at 
our house, having finished the studies necessary to a 
mercantile education i and he now oply waited for a va- 
cancy, to go abroad on some adventure. 

i endeavoured in vain to open the eyes of this bigoted 
youth, who was nearly my own age. I put into his 
bands books of religious t^ontroversy, in hopes of catch- 
ing his mind by some insoluble question. I demanded 
of him frequently an explanation of all the articles^ of Re- 
ligious belief. I read to him the admirable writings of 
Voltaire and Hume : but he had the impudence to kay, . 
they contradicted each 6ther; that Voltaire frequently 
asserted falsehoods as certainties, which three fourths 
of his readers had not means to detect ; and that Hume 
was so contradictory and unlntellible, tliat the reader 
was lost in a jargon of words. 

He had taken a strong fancy to a very elegant girl, 
the daughter of a farmer in our neighbourhood, and was 
never happy but when writing verses in her praise, or 
teaching her what he called, the Christian virtues. He 
was so jealous of this*fancied property, that he was for 
excluding all others from their natural right. Had I 
attended to the old-fashioned doctrins oi honour, I might 
have refrained from desiring the g'rl myself} but our 
enjoyments are very transient in this world, and none 
but fools will think ^f the next. 

Your church people, who believe that they have soulf, 
n]igbt indeed be deterred from violating innocence, and 
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plundering the weak : but I rejoice to think these noti- 
ons are growing obsolete; and not being troubled with 
such qualms inyself, I resolved to gratify the' pure and 
natural desire I had, at least to divide with Vernon the 
affections of Amelia. ^ 

The girl herself soon perceived the difference ; for, 
having a quick understanding, she became enamoured 
of the new doctrines I daily discoursed upon, for they 
carried self-evident proofs in the latitude they allowed 
for the passions and weakness of human nature. 

Vernon was of too jealous a disposition not to perceive 
her growing coolness towards himself, and that all his 
sanctified religious notbns were unatte tided to. His 
vigilaace was roused, and he soon discovered that I had 
not only supplanted him, but even gained those favours 
he durst not in idea think of: a glorious proof of jhe 
superiority of truth, and. the new morality. 

In the narrow spirit of self-love, and the old times of 
chivalry, he sent me a challenge with all the fire of a 
madman, and all the reproaches he could have uttered 
had I injured him in the most infamous manner. 

Determined to preserve the dignity of conscious in* 
nocence, I replied to him in a letter, * That it was the 
offspring of despotism, to bring any argument to tl^e 
sword 1— that his appeal to force was palpably wron^, 
as he should have convinced me, by rational tenets, tlmt 
I was not right. I also begged him to reflect, that my 
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I mind* being infinitely more illumioedy and more liberal 
\ thanJiis, I was so much more valuable in the scale of 
I moral virtue. That his death would, in the eye of po- 
I litical justice, be a matter of insignificance, but ths^t 
minc^woiiidi be a great detriment to society in genie raly 
for whose benefit I even durst not use the self-command 
of my person, by risking it against his.* 

I happened to meet him the same evening, on my way 
to Amelia. His eye kindled the moment he saw me; 
and standing firmly in my way, he waited my arrival. 

* Execrable coward !'t cried he, < monster of human 
depravity ! you have forever ruined the tranquillity of 
my existence, and you deny me the honourable satisfac- 
tion of a gentleman. Were there not others less wor- 
thy than Amelia, whom you mi^ht have contaminated 
I with your detestable maxims ? But ndne otherthan the 
beloved darling of the soul of your friend, the girl 
whom he bad doated on from infancy,^ you must de* 
I fame r 
* Friendship J* said I, wheji his passion allowed him 
to pause ; * we ought never to form fiarticular friend- 
ships with any one, to the exclusion of the whole spe- 
cies : eveiy man ought to be our friend ; but before we 
enter into confidence, we ought to inquire carefully into 
the worth of our object, that we may not bestow tipon 

** The modem doctrine oj' Godwin and Co, 
t / have been accused of fileading for duetUng, Let 
any.man, who caiU himaelf a gentleman judge. 
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him a regard whicK his abilities do not deserve, or 
'\f€ shall act unjustly. We ought to be' sure, after a 
certain allowance for the fallibility of the human judg« 
nient/t 

* Perish such infernal doctrines I' Qj*ied he, interrupt- 
ing me; ^ such cold-hearted and diabolical systems 
would unhinge all society in the universe 1* 

^ True, cried I, * true, niost true,' raising my voice, 

# 

determined to be heard in the cause of trtith. * It were 
well for mankind, if society were this moment abolish- 
ed*: we should then be free from its yides ; virtue would 
spread her celestial banner over the children of men ; 
science would dart the rays of its fecundating beams 
to, the bosoms of all men; and liberty would spread 
her reign from zone to zone, and from one pole to the 
other.' 

* What is this jargon !* said he, with a look of calm 
contempt : * Is the liberty you wish, the right of ravish- 
ing your friend's mistress? Is this virtue you blaze 
forth— the committar of outrage, and slinking from the 
punishment ? And what is your state of nature, but a 
state of anarchy and bloodshed ?* ' 

* You misname every thing,* said I. ' If the great 
metaphysiciari Stupeo were here, he would soon con- 
vince you. As it is, I would ask how I have injured 
you ? Is Amelia any way injured but in your roman- 

\ \ Political Justice <it^ase%^* 
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tic fancy? What claim had )rou to her more than I? 
Should I at this moment oppose you, if you were to 
supplant me, or even divide with me her affections ? 
No ; so nwichfihilanthrofiy^ so raMC\ifriendshifi do I feel^ 
that though I wa?. now going to her, you shall go in my 
jdace.' 

* Villlain ! monster !* cried he, nearly choaking with 
passion ; * this moment I would tear your soul from your 
body, did not gratitude for your father prevent me^ 
Live then I live to be a curse to yourself and soci- 
ety!* 

* Do you not know,* said I, < that gratitude is a crime ? 
because—' 

< Because, d— n—- n !* vociferated he. < Begone, mon- 
ster ! The man without gratitude is a companion alone 
for the blackest fiends of hell. The affections of ange- 
lic minds are lost on liis calous soul. He may talk as^ 
he will of benevolence, but self is the centre of all his 
actions;' and because he will net return a favour, he 
would meanly seek to destroy the obligation. Frevle- 
rick, Frederick,' continued he, in a voice supernatural^ 
ly solemn, * remember this. Nothing can be more fal- 
lacious than the philanthropic principles held out by 
modern philosophers: they paint themselves as the 
' most benevolent of the human race; they lament the 
horrors of West-Indian slavery; they groan at the sufn 
ferings of mankind, which arise from the nature of man 
and mortal existence. But look yourself, and let o- 

thers dispassionately look into the conduct of these wor- 

D 
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thy patriots, and I challenge ymi, or them, to bring ^me 
one man in an hundred, who will, or who has bestowed 
one single shilling voluntarily^ either to relieve the dis- 
tresses of the poor, or to aid the support of their coun-* 
try. In the one case, they shuffle off, by 8a}^ing, the 
poor have a right to demand the property of the rich ; 
we are determined not to give a penny to a set of cow- 
ards, who will not rise and cut the tiiroats of aristocrats 
and placemen. In the other case, they exclaim, I give 
any tlung to support a set of ministerial minions ! No, 
it Is contrary to my principles, I will oppose them in 
every measure ; and if a foreign enemy should come, I 
will either be neutral, or rejoice to see the day that shall 
make us free. What is the meaning of this cant, let 
your own sens* dictate. Were these men to come for- 
ward and pay the. regular taxes, there would not require 
above half that are now ostensibly demanded, the bur- 
den would be more equal, and the honest part of society 
would not * be crushed with more than their ponion* 
This, Frederick, is probably the last time I shall con- 
verse with you : it is gratitude which impels me to de- 
tiro your reform; and I would have you look at those 
men, who have always the word morality in their^nouth : 
look at the private life of any one of them, and you will 
find the liberty they seek, to be no other than the right 
to practise every licentiousness unchecked by the law^ 
and unstigmatised by sober and religious men.' 

I ivas going to repeat some of the arguments of the 
profound metaphysical Stupeo. I was going to prove» 
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that we ought to doubt whether two and two made four^ 
or &e greater wa» larger than the less: but he turned 
from me with a look of superiority, and I could not for 
my soul but muse over his sermon, which was sacrilege 
against the cause of reason and truth ; it being well 
known that our political demagogues, our brethren io 
4he cause of universd man, live in the most abstemious 
mscnner, that they may give the surplus to the poor. 
Will they not with true patriotism make the meanest 
subterfuges to evade a tax, by ifHiich means a double 
burden is thrown upon those who cannot flinch, and 
mankind are forced to open their eyes 1 Do they not. 
print cheap books to enlighten their understanding, and 
let them see how they are plundered and robbed ? For 
it is no argument to say, that from those who have not, 
nor^ysr taiapy tluog>n&thing can beitksn ;— for what 
is more clear, than that I commit a robbery on a man 
if I withhold his just demands? and the rich have no 
more real claim to their wealth, than the farmer has to 
the product of the ground he has cultivated ; and which 
ought to be divided equally to all the people on the sur- 
face. No man has a right to monopolize the fruits of 
the e^th. 

The arguments of Vernon might have weight on 
Soipe minds ; and I trembled ^o think that he was coun- 
teracting all the good which I hoped to produce in the 
vicinity. So dangerous an enemy to liberty and reason 
ought-tQ be removed ; and when I returned home, I im- 
, mediateljF went to my father, desiring him ^o withdraw 
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iii9 cDi)ntenance from Ver9(m» who wiksaman that abu9« 
ed hlfi generosity. 

< I can hardly believe him capable,' said my father • 
^ and eiren if he Were ao, the hopes I have inspired him 
nkhy render it in me a sacred duty to provide for him. 
I have educated him superior u> his fortune ; I havo 
given him, as I may say» a mind equal to a great em- 
ploy ; and I should deem h injustice to cast him down 
and to destroy all the talents he has acquired, and the 
schemes he has indulged, beneath my influence.' 

"^ But,* cried I, ' yoiir influence may be employed ta 
better purpose, and it . is the greater good we ought to 
prefer. What is the tenderness to whiph you are 
bound? This expectation you dare not disappoint, 
Has his expectation altered- the original purpose of his 
life, engaged him in undertakings from which he would 
otherwise have abstained \ Be it so : nc and all oinei 
men would be taught to depend more on their owji ex« 
ertions ;* they would be taught never to rely on vaii 
expectation^, but act from |:he noble energies of inde- 
pendence.' 

f What language is this ?' cried my father. • What 
would society become, if no human being could depend 
on the promise or tht; protection of another ? And what 
is the greatest good ? A term without meaning, a cant 
phrase to avoid a duty. The greatest good is, to be up 
/rigbt end sincere before God and man ; and not, becaus< 
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mf present conveipteDce may suit,, to turn tho whole 
life of a dependant into a different channel ; break, all hU 
ccmnexions, vid dissolve his plans at my will* This in- 
dised is despotism with a power fuperior to the man- 
^les of Persian plenipotencc' 

< I wish/ said I9 ' the divine, mjrthologisticaU jneta* 
physical Stupeo were here : he would shortly convince 
you that you are in a palpable error.' 
- < He could never^' leplied my father* < sophisticate tho 
Thfe common^sense dictates oF a mind wishing to do 
[. Tight/ 

We were interrupted by the entrance of Vcroon^ who 
|Kiused, and trembled at seeing me. . I did not wish 
wholly to confound and embarrass him. with my pre^ 
senccy^And therefore withdrew. 

; I know not what passed between him and my father*: 
but the next morning he departed by t>rcak of day, and 
my Either shut himself up in his closet, in a gloomy 

a 

CHAPTER IV. 

# 

The greateat Good fullxf illustrated by a strange accident 

^^ane^cdotea of PatriotiHm. 

I CONTINUED my connexion with i^melia, ancV 

Lad the satisfaction tp perceive that another human be* 

ing would be added to the race of men. My futheu, by 

some means, became acquah) ted with the circumstance; 

audi was catechised 'fjr having followed the dictates of 

D 2 
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Aamre. Family pride did not permit his requeslkig vam 
to marry h«r, though be pretc^nded that hk& only objec- 
tion was, that no union could he happy after so great a 
Ittpse of discretion. He proposed thai I should, for 
some time, quit the country ; atid he would provide fov 
Amofifi and the child) when it should be bom. 

' Let the parish pvovide for it,' said I : ^ aH cl^ldrea 
ought to belong to the public The great, tfa^ immor- 
\ taly the virtuous^ and iliustriou» Rousseau sent his cbil- 
. dren to he maintained by the Foundling Hospital at Pa- 
ris :* and shall I be ashamed of copying so great & mas- 
' t^, whose actions were all sublime ?' 

< And how do you reconcile those prineiple&whh ma 
rality ?' said my father, 

< Morality,' I replied, < is political justiee^ trhiqh pre- 
fers the good of the whole to the good of a part ; suffer 
log partial evil, that the great work of truth may go for 
ward, and liberty and reason be panimofiint oyer 8e^k< 
ness, pride, superstition, and priestcraft.' 

^ Excellent !' cried my father* breaking into a louc 
jaugh : ' a speech worthy the humble copier of Rous 
scan, and the great metaphysician Stupeo. Let me a si 
you one question, Frederick-^Do you understand your 
self 1' 

*• Do I understand myself? iTes; and ii^hat I stay i 
lis legible as the broad beams of Che sun at noon dafy : i 
is written in the great book of Nature/ 
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It was evemng when this convemtion took place* 

and we were startled by a sudden blase of lights whlck 

darted across the hemisphere ; at the same moment the 

servants cried out) Fire 1 and we could perceive the 

I farm in a blaze* 

MjT father and I) together with the servants^ hsiatened 
to the spot) where we found a.^cene of deplorable dis«> 
tress. The farmer had forgot his children in his endea- 
vours to save his ppoperty> which he threw out at the 
window. 

His wife had fainted away; and the younger children 
were screaming in an upper story. My father^, without 
aby reflection, darted up the flaming stairs^ and descend- 
ed with the two little boys in bis arms; in doing which> 
he was considerably scorched. Meanwhile) I snatched 
a ladder from one of the men, with intention to rescue 
Amelia) who had been sleeping in her room) and now 
appeared terrified at the window. I was going to ^pply 
the ladder) when part of the roof fell into the room 
where her father was employed) and drove him to the 
' window in danger of suflbcation. 

In this dilemma it was impossible to save both :— 
* Were Stupeo here/ cried I) * he would tell which is 
the most deserving of life ; but I shall commit some in- 
justice) if I save the life of the one with the lesser merit) 
' Let go the ladder)' cried s&vera) ; < why do you keep 
it useless'. I) at that moment^membered a parallel 
case) quoted by the excellent philosopher, Stupeo, in 
support of the new political justice.-— ^ Suppose)' said 
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he, * the Archbishop of Cambray and his maid are both 
in danger of perishing in flames^ which ooght I to save ? 
The maid} a stupid creature, little better than a brute ; 
—the archbishop, a man of eminent yirtue- and learning, 
and the author of T^lemachus.* To save the one, at 
the hazard of my own life, is scarce more virtue than to 
save a dog ; but to save the Archbishop, is an act of the 
highest virtue ; because all actions are to be esteemed 
in exact propo^on to the merit of the person receiving 
the benefit. Now the difficulty is, in the present case^ 
to know whether the farmer or his daughter is of most 
value to mankind. The farmer cultivates the earth, and 
provides for his family in a gross kind of way : the 
daughter is young, and may add many to the human 
species 2 ^ but th to * 

I was calmly proceeding, in spite of the struggles of 
the men to wrest the ladder from me, when a tremen- 
dous crash, and a large cohimn of flame, ended my dis- 
cussion, and I had the horror to see the farmer and his 
daughter loth Overwhelmed in the burning ruins. I 
was shocked at so dreadful an accident, which would 
not have happened had Stupeo been there : but in this 
present rascally system of government and society, vir. 
tue will not always suceeed'; and no man can be con-^ 
demned, if evil should result from a good intention. 

It was, however, a very deplorable circumstance, and 
I regretted deeply tlittt I was not better versed in the, 

Gadvnn*9 PoUHcal Juatke^ page ft4. 
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goiat book of Nature and Man, as I ahould then liare_ 
known inatantijr how to appreciate the several degrees 
of merit. 

Another unpleasant circumstance resulted* The 
common people^ who are like a swinish multitude^ and 
CEumot perceive reason, (how indeed should they, when 
they are heldjn profound ignorance ?) insisted upon it, 
that I had retained the ladder purposely to suffer them 
to perish : by which I expected to avoid the consequen- 
ces of my connexion with Amelia. My father, himself 
was inclined to believe the report ; and unless I had tho 
logic of Stupeor and the effrontery of Voltaire, (who 
being asked how he could insert falsehoods sp glaring 
in his history, replied, < To one half of the present ge- 
neration they will be facts, and the next will not possess 
the means of detection J) I should have found it imr, 
po^ible to prevent their repfoijch^s; 

A con\mittee of stupid fariper? met to inquire Ju^to 
^e cause of the fire. It began in a {^^9^ ^^ble, ivl^ere 
X ^^ been on spme business in the course of the day : 
their suspicions appeared facts, and a warrant was ient 
for to apprehend ine. 

I was very much astonished whpn my father mehti^ 
oned this with tisars in his eyes, and told me the coVro- 
fctorating circumstances were in every point against me: 
that my retentipn of the ladder was too fevideptly to pre- 
vent the rescue of two wretched persons whom I had in 
fact murdered ; that he shuddered at being the father 
of so profligate a son ; but that hi^ consideration for my 
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mother prevented his assisting to detain me himself, a: 
I should most assuredly be banged) unless I possessec 
incontrovertible proofs in my favour. 

' I maintain it,' cried I, < that in & state of nature th( 
lire could not have happei^d : I even doubt that it ha 
now happened. Did you ever read the great, the fashi 
onable Hume, in his Treatise on Human Nature ? Ii 
all incidents of life, we ought still to preserve our seep 
ticism. If we believe that fire warms, or water refresh 
es, dt is only because it costs us too much pains to thin! 
otherwise : nay, if we are philosophers, it ought only t 
be on sceptical principles.** 

< You will believe,' said he, < when the rope is tight 
ened round your neck.' 

< I know not whether there be reality in that,' said ] 
* It may be only an idea : we cannot be certain that an 
man was ivtr hanged ; because, if we proceed upo 
bear- say evidence, upon tradition, ever varying; upo 
chronicles and annals, which are half interpolations; 
say, if we brieve all those sort of testimonies, we ma 
as well believe the authenticity of our bibles ; for, i 
fact, we have as little real proof of the burning of th 
farip-house, the hanging of John the painter, the re vc 

'/ ' lution of Massaniilo, and the existence of Alexande 
as we have of a book, which is merely the laws and hi: 
iQvy of people, preserved in their synagogues by^Ar?? 

' r 

Volh/iage 469, 
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9clve9 : our senses are the most deceiving things in na- 
ture.' 

* You speak lightly/ said my father with a deep 
sigh : * had you the common feelings of a man, the loss 
c^ Amelia would rend your heart : but you are callous 
to the tics of nature: if, however, you cannot prove 
your innocence, you would do well to fly ; and this purse 
will supply you the means/ 

* Give me a few momenls,' said I, ^ to deliberate, I 
would march rejoicing, with a firm step and steady 
countentnce, to meet [the axe of the executioner, if it 
would promote the cause of truth : but I have yet to 
ccHisider how my death will benefit mankind, whether it 
will impress a conviction of the omnipotent power of 
truth, or whethe r ■* 

' Are you indeed mad? said my father, gazing at me 
sorrowfully. 

' Mad I' cried I. * No ; I repeat the sentiments of 
all enlightened men : I have the power to escape, and 
the power to march to the gibbet, and I oqly balance 
between the resulting good of either action.' 

* You are not fit to be a member of civil society.' 

* I know it ; I glory in the idejt: were Ifit to live in 
lociety, I should be no real and genuine philosopher. 
Society is a fungus, reared in the hot bed of luxury.' 

* Fly r cried he : ' the mob is coming across the green 
—it is c\girk, haste through the garden I* 

I really did not see that any good would result from 
my being hanged j for how could I know what yet re- 
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imained for me to perform* on the great stage of life? 
and accordingly I hastened from the house. 

I continued to crosS/ the country, chagrined at the ef- 
fect of consideration. I must confess, the new philoso- 
phy involves one in situations that require all the ener- 
gies of the human mind ; and indeed it would be almost 
impracticable, were it not for that fundamental and hap- 
py maxim of disbelieving eveiy tlung past, present, and 
to come. 

I detested disguise, because it is inconsistent with 
the spirit of truth ; and I know not but all sorts of strata- 
gem are blots on the dignity of virtue. It was, howe- 
^ ver, very awkward, that a philosopher should be hang- 
ed for such a trifle as the death of a farmer and his 
daughter. 

I proceeded forward the whole of that night, and the 
next day I remained to rest at a farm-house, again set- 
ting out at the commencemt nt of evening. I had not 
advanced above seven miles, when I heard a considera- 
ble noise in a barn, like a tumult of applause, which 
again subsided into a calm ; and I could hear a voice 
pronouncing a declamatory speech. I hastened to the 
door, which was guarded by some ill-looking fellows, 
and, having paid sixpence, wcs ushered into a croud of 
gaping farmers end cottagers. A little dark complexi- 
oned man, with a most hypocritical countenance^ and « 
grin of self-applause mingled with contempt, was in?, 
structing the clowns in their rights. His voice was el«- 
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Taled to the pitch of raving, and the Idea of liberty 
gave volubility to his tongue, which he rolled about 
with'tho^ energy of enthusiasm. ^ 

< Citizens/ cried he, * citizens and fellow*brethren* of 
the human race, this is a glorious sight, this is a display 
that shall strike terror into tyrants. The prisoners rat- 
tie their chains, and will soon dash them in pieces on 
the heads of their jailors.— Germs of my love ! how it 
gives satisfaetion to my soul, to see you assembled and 
determined in the good cause J What shall we do ? 
Shall we pray, like a set of canting methodists ? Nd, 
^f^ will do something better. Here be made signs of 
iting. Yes, citizens, we willj*ally round our rights; 
will claim something else besides mouldy parch- 
nts and rotten charters ; we will demand the Rights 
Man ! Can any citizen furnish me with a morsel of 
lit, for I am exceeding thirsty? Well, brethren, let 
reflect upon the horrid times we live in ; I don't 
•^ to say this country, and I don't care how many go- 
ent spies there may be amongst us ; I am speak- 
, _« if I was in Rome. Let us remember the times 
our forefathers:— hear it, citizens! In the Ume of 
'* Queen Bess, every ploughman could, with his 
wagesi carry home a sucking pig, or. a turkey, to 
imily at night: which of you can do so? Won't 
1 believe now that the times are bad ? that you are 
xves? that Old England, mind I mean Old Rome, is 
«iuned, and that without some energetic exertion, we 

E 
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ehall never redeem ourselves from j>erditioB ? Bre«. 
thren ! germs of my love I this is a meeting for the 
cause of universal man : no real citizen Trould refuse tQ 
give— ^What ! slinking away through the gate when 
we talk of giving ? Aye, aye^ the minister has grained 
your pocketSf not left you a farthing : — however) tho 
box is held at the gate. Well| citizens, I am the man- 
that stands forward to defend your rights— «and what do 
you think the government will do with me? I will tell 
you : they will put me in axlungeon, where I shall look 
through the grating at you ; or they'll hang me on ^ 
y gibbet, where I shall dingle dangle before you like a 
'scare-crow.- But let them — I am willing to su0er for 
your sake.'* 

Here he descended from the rostrum, amidst the loud- 
applauses of the multitude ; and I pressed eagerly for- 
ward to get a sight of a man labouiing^n the cause of 
philosophy and truth. 

* Citizen,' said I, seizing his hand, were the great, the 
metaphysical, the oratorical Stupeo here, he would ho- 
nour you for your noble speeclx.' 

•Which of my speeches?' suid he. *You may^get 
the last phillipic of the door-keeper for a shilling.' 
^ « My dear friend,' said I, * I am a disciple of the w^on- 
dcrful Stupeo, whom you must have beard of. Tell me 
how. I may be of service in the cause of human na- 
ture,' 

♦ Meeting at Cofienhagen House. 
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* Have foil subscribed V demaikled he t < Are yrou a 
member ?' 

' I am a stranger, but I pretend to some l^tlephil)so- 
phy.* He gaxed upon me $ and some friefid stepping 
up, I was parted from him by the crowd. 

He is too much a philosopher, thought I, to have his 
reflections interrupted by idle curio^ : he will now 
retire to meditate on the subject of his undertaking, and 
I will endeavour to see him in the morning. 

I proceeded towards the next Tillage across some 

fiekls, and, as I went slowly, was overtake^ by two coun- 

'^ymen, who were in high argument.—' I tell thee,* said 

I ^it be^s a thing impossible as a labouring body 

Did yearn a pig in yan day. Why, doant 1 know xis 

r, thot we pays dearei: for an article in name, we dp 

lye more money InfiriofioaUiMi as our parson says ' 

* He say 1' cried the other: 'he's aright to stand up 
-''- himself, and make folks beliere any thing. Why, I 

thee now, atween mon and mon, that Ould England 

, me to the dbgs, as we heard Citizon Ego say ; and 
/ill never be as it ought to be, till we have another 
Jdermon Cromwell, and no tithes.' 

* Alderman Cromwell !* repeated tlie first* * Why, 
e he's -an arrant ninny-hammer; he were Oliver 

*omwell, an our Parson did tell us about him last Sun- 
, as he did tax the people, when he got fixed, as^ 
ch or more than th«y were before.' 
I will be stringed up,' cried the other, ^ if it were 

t Alderman Cromwell now. Why, I did hear % deel 

/ 
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about un from a paper Citizen Ego did gire away for 
nothing/ 

< Like a mountebflnk to catch fools/ said the other. 
* You'd a decl better go and mind your master's busi- 1 
ness, and not trouble your thick head about nation-af- , 
fairs.* 

My blood began to rise in the cause of truth.-— 
'What/ cried I) Mvould you have the human soul 
bound do\in and fettered in bonds of superstition and 
Ignorance? Give the Intellectual faculties play, and 
then the great day of iiniversal emancipation vrill soon 
arrive.' 

•< Mensuration !' cried the first: < who be you, to talk 
of mensuration ? Ayn't the country divided enoughi 
without more mensuration!^ 

' My good friend/ said I, < learn that emancipation is 
the freeing of all mankind from their chains; when 
neither priests^ nor kings, nor Oliver Cromweils will b^ 
wanted.* 

* Thee lies, cried one in anger : < Alderman Cromo 
well were the only good man in the land, and I wish we 
had an hundred at this present.' 

< Who are you/ said the other, « that abuse your bet- 
ters? You shall go to the stocks if you talk treason.* 

< The stocks?' cried I: * you would do well both of 
you \q go there, and learn your alphabet ; then you 
would know a little more.' 

The champion of Alderman Cromwell was too much 
inUatcd at tias repiy io enter deeper into the argument ; 



THC VAGABOKB. 47 

m 
I 

ft "being also in a quarrelling dispasitlon from the 

peeches of his adversary, he instantly struck tne over 

le-head a blow which nearly brought me to the ground* 

returned it in an instant with a good cudgel, and he 

bH at his length before me. His antagonist attempted 

^o collar me ; but, darting my fist in his mputh, he stuck 

up to me in a more scientific way; and though I beat 

him black and blue in about six rounds, I was myself 

so bruised, that I crawled with dif&culty to the next ^ 

inn. 

Having procured some vinegar, or rather sour beer, 
I retired to the chamber alloltednke> Which Was the up« 
per story, the roof admitting theslkj^^IihgoiT the. stars 
ms they passed over. I lay down on a dirty piece of a 
bed, which the maid told me was all they had to spare^ 
the rest of the house being engaged by the London ger\* , 
tlemen. 

I was grieved at so fair an opportunity being lost ; ^ 
tnit ruf bruises paining me, I found little inclination to 
enter into political discussion. 

I endeavoured to sleep, but a loud noise in the room 
beneath effectually prevented me. I arose, after some 
time, and througli a chtnk in the floor could perceive 
tbe same little dark citizen Ego, and two others, the 
one io green-and-buff, and the other in black. 

< We shall make a decent harvest, citizens,' said E* 
go ; ^ the germ of freedom begins to shoot, and we shall 
reap the benefit.* 

E 2 
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* Hew much/ said Green-and-buff^ < shall we divide 
to-night ? This is but a poor place. I am about a woHl 
that shall bring more money, and set the nation more 
together by the ears than all your lectures and debater* 
I shall demonstrate by a ratio, clear as the angles of a 
Mriangle, that the whole kingdom is beggared ; and eve- 
ry man will buy the book to see how : it will be tors 
from the press ; - the very government wiU bqy it up. 
I shall prove to every man, if he has any common sense, 
that all the property in his warehouse won't fetch him 
kalf-ci-crown in the pound.* 

< Drink about my boys/ said the man in black. * H 
we had but three nice pretty little rogues here> I would 
recite my ode to the best of kings — 'tis a d d clever 
thing, citizen^ ; Pepper's book will be nothing to mine : 
I make out every man to be a rascal or a fool ; there's 
nothing like it t the more you abuse people, the more 
eager they are to buy. .I've found out the secret, and I 
take care to lay it on thick enough ; true or £alse, it is 
no matter to me, not a pin. — There was the other night 
I was a^t the Opera, and there was my Ladf " . 
Oho I here comes the supper.' 

The^ papers before them were rolled into theiO'pock-^ 
ets. Roast fowls, and other articles of ^ual luxury, 
attracted their attention ; and }ests at the fqlly of man* 
kkd filled the intervals. < D — n it, said Ego, < do ydu 
know I had a devilish difficulty to get on to-night ! I 
thought Iwas a little too far out; but I thundered it 
away, and they gulphed itaU down for gospel. If I 
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mention a government spy, I always set the room in a 

« 

roat.* 

Having eat till they could eat no more, they were 
again left to themselves over a bowl of punch!.— ^Here*s'> 
cried EgO, grasping the,4)owl, and lifting it to his mouth, 
< here's the dignity of human nature, and may the blood 
of ruthless tyrants flow like this punch I* 

' Bravo \ citizen,' roated out the man in black ; < down 
ytAULthroat you mean. Well, but now we must to hu« 
siness.' 

* We^have letters to writ^/ said Eg^, * hoxA Edin« 
burg, from Liverpool, and from Portsmouth. Our club 
in London is grown so fearful, that we shall not keep 
them together without some flaming correspondence 
from some of the large towns. Which will you take^ 
-Pepper? Will you write from Liverpool? Talk a 
great deal about virtuous poverty, the dignity of human 
nature^ and a thirst of knowledge ; tell them of the con « 
verts my speeches daily procure: and you, citizen, you 
write from Edinburgh; talk about the Scotch tree ^11-' 
berty : for myself, do you know I'm assassinated I 

* Ha ! ha ! ha ! how, pray ?' 

* Why, the enemies of liberty, the hirelings of go^ 

vemment>have stalbed meat Portsmouth. D nity 

citizens, it will be a blow-up, better than a mine in a 
counterscarp: when I get back to London, I may shew 
inyself for a wild beast.' 

< But it won't do,' cried Pepper; < John Bull won't be.. 
gulled ao. D— n it^ keep^the broad way ; tell liim that 
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there is amine of dormain good tense in falm» which, if 
not brought into action, wilt die with hifn.* Talk about 
revolutions, taxes, ropes, and axes, till you set hjs brains 
a-whirling, and then you may pick his poi^et witji all 
the eaee in nature/ 

< Right, right, right!' shouted Ego. * But what are 
all these trifles? When our clubs are properly esta- 
blished we shall govern the nation, we shall ride upon 
the heads of the people, superior to law gt human gon- 
trouL't 

* Mights of Man. 
t Ab mtftt v^o has the smaiiest affection for genuine 
liberty would for a moment wish the establishment ofaf» 
Jiliated cluhs^ under whatever pretenee. The Jacobin 
club has deluged France with blood. But not to menii' 
on what every one knows, and to su/ifiose thai their os- 
tensible motives were good, still they have no right t9 
dictate to the nation at large : and it is weld known that 
a few daring and needy men may by this coalition donU* 
neer over a whole fieofile. The words of the Mmfieror 
Trajan to Pliny may here be a/ifilied. When the latter 
requested fiemusston to institute a company (ffremen, 
the former cof^ented with these words : ** But it is ta 
he remembered, that this sort of societies have greatly 
disturbed the peace of that province in general, and of 
those cities in particular. Whatever name we give them, 
and for whatever purposes M^y may be founded, they 
will not fail tofsrm them/aeives into assemUies, however 
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I was SO agitated with this dialogue betweoi the pre- 

'tended friends pflibertyy that I started upi and cried 

aloudy ^ Hypocrites! will you sully the beauty of truth 

by such actions ? Will you bring her into disgrace with 

inan]Mnd ?* 

* Blood and murder !* roared out Citizen Ego, < where 
are my pistols? Citizens, we are betrayed! Let us 
fly! The spies of goyernment are come upon us, thick 
as the locusts of Egypt.' 

< A despotism,' cried Pepper, * is the worst of all go- 
TOmments ; no man is safe in his own house ; formerly, 
an Englishman's house was his castle y but since we 
have opened the eyes of mankind, we are daily more 
and more restrained.' 

* Sit down, citizens,' said the man in black. < Drink 
away, and laugh at the devil : it was only a false 
alarm.' 

* I won't stay another hour in the house,' cried Pep- 
per; <I will be off through this window. 

* Who is to pay the reckoning?' said Ego. 

' Pugh \ what's the reckoning to us ?' said Pepper. 
« We will tell the world that we were pursued by the 
blood-hounds of government, and somebody else will 
pay the scores- We have been here more than a week, 

ghort their meetings may be** So political clubs/or 
vfhatever fiurfioae mHiituted, vnll not JaUin the end to 
ftroduce- anarchy ^^ and take the reina of government into 
their oxvn hands. 
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and the tsill wilibe some pomids.' Sa aa^ptftg, he 
opened the li^indow. I stamped alotid with my " 
oil the -floor ; they were again alarmed ; and 
ing to look behind themy all three descended 11.. 
lane. 

I raved about the room^ lamenting the depravity of 
mankind, and almost afndd that some of the principles of 
the ^w philosophy were erroneous : but I remembered 
thi^t truth could not be injured by the abuses of some of 
its profit sorsy except they were bypociitical priests ; 
there being a wide difference between religion wad poli- 
tics. 

Id the morning I found myself too stiff to remove 
with pleasure. The whole inn was in an uproar about 
the fugitives ; and the landlord consigned all politicians 
pell meli to theskvU. To rekesh my spirits, I walked 
down into the garden, where I h^d not stayed long before 
I was alarmed by the cries of a lad, and, hastening to 
inquire the accidenti found it the son of the inn-keeper, 
who was suffering a severe flagellation with an hor^se* 
whip, his father seemed to lay on In vexation for bis 
late loss. 

< What, cried I, seizing him by the arm, i what are 
you doing ? What has the poor lad done ?* 

* What I'll murder him for if he repeats,* answered 
the angry inn-keeper : ^ he has been robbing an orchard, 
and will bring himself to the gallows.' 
. * Sut you should advise him— -you should convince 



*^ '^rror byr veason and argument> «ii4 ttot ose co» 

— ^t know T$fiM. fan mean by CMrcioto f sakt he 
^ „^ve«Ireadf t u$deiit)y talked to hfan, (tad bow kis 
; shall suffer.' 

Sfoii are wron|^^ ail coercion is wvongs' eritd I : < at 
thiasmtaen^jTOur ton f^la a some of kisuit Md in* 
yaty; he feels himself right, and that yen ave^ a ty^^ 
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> »e you?* demanded the inn^keeper. « D^— n 

don't think you are a partner with those that 

.Jie reckoning, and go about the country teaching 

I disobedience, and the poor people to knock the 

^ the head for feeding them.' 

>oftJy,' flftid I: * if you had ever heard* the my- 

»gical Stupeo, you would hare thought differ- 

/. The rick plunder you, tax you, and drite 

< That's as bouncing a lie as ever was uttered/ said 
he bluntly : * we don't plunder them to be sure, because 
its all in the way of business, but we tax them pretty 
soundly, and my ostler drires thenou* 

^ You don't pomprehend,' said 1:^1 speak of politi- 
cal evils.' 

• What have I to do with poEdcs?' said hq. *Let 
every man mind his own business, and Til be bound {or 
it the nation will run very well. Why now there's a. 

♦ Political Justice* 
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canting set of mealy-mouthed vagabonds, preaching up 
rebellion, and setting people by the ears, and what good 
comes on it ? Why, the mmister, to keep his seat, pulls 
the reins the tighter, and the steady horse is pinched for 
the restiveifess of his companion/ 

' But,* said I, < these are only partial evils : vre ought 
to consider the good of the whole, and the benefit man- 
kind will receive*' 

* Benefit \ what, to talk politics when their families 
are starvingi and about the Rights of Man when they 
are drinking their children's maintainance, and about 
clothing the negroes of Africa, jf^en their own family 
is in rags. I tell ye, master, I've s^en enough of these 
here rotten politics in tny ale-room.* ^ 

I found his conceptions so gross and stupid, that I de- 
termined to remain no longer under his roof; and, 
though I could scarcely walk, I took a place in a stage- 
coach for London. 
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CHAPTER V. 

The Vagabond meets mth various Mventurea^-^a duel in 

the re/iublican style. 

IN the stage were two female passengers, a young 
man well dressed, and two persons with the appearance 
of substantial tradesmen. 
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^ Well, Mr. Adams,* said one of the tradesmen, as 
soon as the stage had cleared the town, < is there' any 

news from London ? H^ve the rioters in St. George's 
Fields dispersed yet P* 

< Dispersed ! No,' cried Adams, • nor I hope ever 
will, till they faiave cut up popery root and branch, and 
established liberty.' 

< So you would establish liberty by religious persecu- 
tion^ That would be like the Americans fighting, for 
freedom .with one hand, and rattling the whip^over their 
slaves with the other.' 

* You and I never agree^ Master Ketchup ; you have 
read so little, that you are quite ignorant of all the 
wheels that set the great crane of government in mo- 
tion.' ^ 

* I never heard that government was like a crane,' 
said' the young gentleman^ * pray, how may that 
be?' 

* Why, it lifts heavy brains into the cockloft of ho- 
nor,' retorted Adams, with a loud laugh. * You thought, 
I suppose^ you had caught a green one : it is not fur ig- 
norant people to talk politics.' 

* You are right, my friend,' replied the young gentle- 
man ; * and I c^n give you another simile :— government 
is like a crane, because it lifts all the rascals ic catches 
out of this world.' 

' Gentlemen,' said I, ' this is idle punning, and 1 e. 
neath the discussion of men who think on the glorious 

F 



^ > 



56 ' **y THE VAGABOND, 

dawn of liberty that is breaking from the shores of A* 



merica.* 



^ And blazing in the destructionof houses in London,* 
said Ketchup. * I have however little doubt yet, but 
we shall be able to reduce the Americans to obedi- 
ence.' 

* Never,' cried Adams, * never : the French trill pour 
in troops upon Canada from the Baltic ; and I h^ it as 
a private fact, that they were at this moment marching 
from the Spanish settlements in Souih America, aud iii' 
tended to take our Hudson's Bay factory in their route 
and to ruin our Newfoundlaiid fishery.* Then, ^hat 
shall we do for whalebone and lamp oil ? The streets 

♦ ji fiost-master^s son at Louvain^ of the name ff 
Wolfcj tvhose intellects vjere deranged^ had for many 
years imagined himself to be a prince, ^s his madness 
was harmless^ his /fiends did not confine him^ and he 
tised to sign his name the Prince de Wolfe ^ and to tvear 
stars and ribbands of different orders^ This Print e vfrote 
a letter to the Assembly, testifying his admiration qftht 
mdsdom and philosophy of their decrees^ and promising to 
imitate so great and good an example in his own territO" 
ries^'-^The letter was received, and read with enshust* 
asm in the Assembly ^ and the President xvas ordered to 
write an answer to the Prince de Wolfe, 

One would be apt to think the ignorance qf the twelfth 
centufy was returned^ when the geography t(f Brabant 
was unknown in France* 
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of l4ondon will be involved in darkness^ and I shall never 
go to club without loaded pistols.' 

< Be not alarmed,' said tbe young* gentleman, laugh- 
ing at the geographical error, which was a mere trifle ; 

' < thef never will do it. Th^re is news arrived within 

the last twenty-four hours^that the whole expedition has 

I • been wrecked Aipon the flats off" the coast, of Hanover. 

* indeed/ cried Adams, ' I lament it from my soul ; 
but I hope yet that liberty will prosper. If they would 
take my way, they would run no danger of these horrid 
tempests* But people in office ace always too proud to 
take advice from those who are in Inw situations, or they 
might listen and learn.' 

*Well,* said the youth, ' let us hear your advice, if it 
be no great secret.' 

< Why, now, this is it, and can any thing be clearer ?— 
Is uotFra^ice^a continent? and is not America a conti- 
nent? and is not a continent, as Johnson's Dictionary 
says, land not disjoined by the sea from other lands ? 
What Uien sliould prevent them marching over land to 
the relief of tbe Americans ? We hear every day of 
journies by land to the East-Indies, and America is not 
half so far. '^ 

* Did you ever look at the map of the world ?* said 
the youth : * you would then see a trifling objec- 
tion.' - 

' ril bet you a bottle,' cried Adams, *it is so in 
Johnson's Dictionary, Und that's the best book of the 
sort.' 
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I sat in some little pain for the wellroieaning Adams^ 
'who seemed to have a clear sense of truth and reason ; 
and what after all does- it signify to know the relative 
situation of countries ; it only conduces to extend op- 
pression. Had Alexander known of China, he would 
not have lamented the want of other worlds to-de-* 
ttroy. 

* Mr. Adams/ said I, ' you seem a m^n of a, true 
mind, and so far as ycu wish the Americans success in 
the cause of universal man, I honour you ; and were the 
profound politician Stupeo here, he would press you to 
his bosom as a' brother of the human r^ce. But, my 
dear friend, when shall we see an end of this detestable 
butchery of our species ? When shall we cease to wor- 
ry and devour each other.* 

' In a republic,' said Adams, < no man has an incli- 
nation to quarrel— war always originates from kings* 
If there were no kings, there would be no wars.' 

M am tired of this eternal babble,' said the young 
gentleman. < I abhor war from my soul as much as any 
man ; but is it possible mankind can be dupes to so 
glaring a lie ? What were the republics of Greece and 
Rome, but a company of banditti, who over-run all the 
countries which could not oppose them ? These veiy 
Romans pretended to emancipate the people they went 
to conquer ; yet, when they had reduced them to the 
state of dependant provinces, so heavy were the taxes 
they imposed, that Rollin informs us, in the tenth vo- 
luiTieof his history, page 139, that the people of Asia 
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frequently sold their children of both sexes to pay these 
republicans for procuring them freedom. What were 
the so much boasted Spartans ? who were too imperious 
to till the ground, and had all things in equality. Were 
they not worse than the most cruel despot that ever 
breathed) to a whole people, whom they compelled to 
every servile employ ? What were the refined Atheni- 
ans, but a copapany of boxers and prize-masters, on a 
par with our porters and draymen t But let us look 
coolly into the subject, and we shall find, whatever be 
the ostensible reason, all sorts of governments, and the 
tribes of the earth have ever engaged in war. 

• You are right,' returned I. ' Mankind has hitherto 
been in a state of childhood, but the new philosophy will 
teach them to go without leading-strings. Stupeo has 
demonstrated, that when men are sufficiently enlighten- 
ed, tlveir chains will drop off as by magic; every nian 
-will hail his fellow as his brother, and the copper-co- 
loured Indian will clasp in his arms the white Europe- 
an. Can any heart pot beat with rapture at the idea I 
Can any mind resist tlie torrent of omnipotent truth ? 

^ Your ideas are very strange, I must coniess,'"%aid 
he, * but they are morally impracticable. If you des. 
troy the arts, and return to pure nature, how will you 
teach men the new philosophy i How will you prevent 
them from sinking into barbarous ignorance ? 

' That is not my business,' said I, Mt is the greatest 

good we are to prefer, and not to be staggered by appa. 

T i Lt ^d trifling evils.' 

F 2 
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•You are as far^wrong, my dear Sir/ said he, < in 
true maxims of political jurisprudence, as this learned 
gentleman is in his knowledge of geography.^ One thing 
let me however observe, and I have done. When 
we see the infinitude of principles and ideas on subjects 
of religion and politics, ought we not to be careful 
how we destroy all the establishments, which time has 
sanctified I* ^ 

• Truth, cried I, < cannot admit of error: alter it, and 
' transform it as you will, it is still in its essence the 

same; and the divine Stupeo ' 

• Was for aught I see,* interrupted he, peevishly, • an 
arrant fool.' 

I saw it was in vain to attempt reclaiming bigotry and 
prejudice ^o firmly established, and I attached myself to 
Adams, who seemed to have made some progress ii) 
real knowledge. 

After dinner, we were proceeding over a fine culti- 
vated track of country, and passed by several weather- 
beaten and ftged countrymen, who were mending an 
hedge. 

• See,' cried Adams, • the* effects of aristocracy and 
luxury. It is from thence all the miseties of the poor 
arise. Why is one man to wallow in wealth, while anor 
ther is labouring in an hedge for a scanty subsistence f 
No man can give a reason for this.' 

^ Would reasons convince you,' said the young inan, 
< I would endeavour to give you thena, for I am grieved 
to see any man entertain such strange dQctrinei. Lux- 
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ur^ is a vulgar phrase for every thin^ possessed by ano- 
ther of which we covild make use ; but in reality 
it is like the manure to the ground, which causes eve- 
ry thing to bring forth c^ouble increase; it gives inven- 
tion to the ingenious, it fosters arts and sciences, it em^ 
ploys the mephanic, the shop-keeper, and tbe mer^ 
chant ; without lu xury« none of these could meet employ.' 

^Buttbe lands would feed all whodweltupon them; me- 
chanics would not M aste their health in the noxious fumes 
of various processes, and the poor would have less to do.' 

* It is true, the ground would feed all who cultivated 
itt but if we infer from facts, we shall universally find 
agriculture keeping pace with what we call luxury. 
You will find, that though on calculating upon paper, 
this country of England, if cultivated like a garden^ 
would feed thrice the number of inhabitants it contains; 
yet unfortunately for political romances, the people 
would inevitably diminish, and a poor half-starved ^sys- 
tem of husbandry infallibly ensue. It is by calling forth 
variety of inventions, giving employment to all kinds of 
genius, that every thing is urged ta perfection, and the 
multiplication of mankind forwarded.' 

< But virtue and talents,' said I, * do not meet their 
rewards, while vice rides triumphant: you surely can- 
not say that is politically right ? Why^ should a man 
be despised because in a mean garb ? And why are 
riches alone honored ? 

.' For this reason i-^riches are only the means of gra^ 
{ifying our desires^ and increasing our conveniencies. 
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A wise man, and a man of genius will endeavour to do 
so by laudable means. In the present constitution of so- 
ciety, it is* in the power of every man possessing jeal 
abilities to rise to a station equal to those abilities ; and 
therefore we reverence the exteriors of wealth, tacitly 
bestowing it upon all the possessors, because indiscri- 
minate intercourse will not admit of time to distinguish 
the truly worthy. It is rare, very rare, to find a man of 
genius in a wretched situation, without having brought 
himself so by imprudence; but it is by no means rare to 
find those, whose self4ove has taught them to set a 
wrong value on their abilities, and. who, therefore, re- 
pine at the success of others, and their own failure, as 
the greatest injustice ; and originating in a depraved 
^vernment, and profligate generation.' 

I was extremely chagrined that the sophisms of this 
youth should pass unrefuted, for his arguments and vo- 
lubility had so confused my senses, that I did not recol- 
lect any retort, and nothing can be more shocking than 
to lose the la«t reply in an argument. ^ 

The fineness of the road invited the coachman to 
drive forward with ceh rity. * The poor beasts,' said 
the gentleman, ' I feel for our riding at our ease. 
J am astonished that any of our modern nervous philo- 
sophers make use of carriages.' 

* Why,' cried Adams, « what are the beasts to us ? 
They want human understanding to free themselves. 
Let us first emancipate man, and then we shall Qot need 
^he aid of animals.' 



THE VAGABOND. 63 

At that ttioment the coach overset in a waggon rut ; 

and several countrymen xame from their labour, in the 

neighbouring field, to assist to right it. Fortunately 

I none were hurt; but Adams snatching up a whip, made 

f at the coachman> cursing him for a careless scoundrel. 

t « Who the devil are you,* cried the coachman, 'that 

t give yourself such airs ?— * And who are you,' cried A- 

dams, ' a lousy, stupid, drunken coachman, with not 

half the sense of your beasts. I'll enter an action a- 

gainst you, sirrah. What ! am I a gentleman, a citi* 

2en, and house-keeper, to run the danger of having my 

neck broken by you ?' 

* Peace, friend,* said the youth, ' you have forgot that 
that you are usurping all the airs of imperious aristocra- 

t^ : come, and help to right the carriage I' 
* I help to right the coach J dirty my clothes, and 
work like a porter ! Sir, you mistake me.' 

< 1 do, indeed,' said the youth. « But what right have 
you to be exempted more than your fellow men ? If 
there was a revolution to-morrow, your lot would be a 
ploughman.' So saying, he turned iiidignantly away, 
and helped the peasants to replace the coach, I being 

(engaged in comforting the women, who were very much 
frightened. , 

It was discovered that one of the wheels weWbroken, 
and the next inn at the distance of some miles. The 
countrymen finding they could render us no more ser» 
^ rise, begge«l something""to drink. — • Come,' said the 
I youth to Adams, < you would not work yourself,* let m 



see your g»enerosky in rewarding the labour of others/ 

* Fop what?' said Adams. * It is the duty of every 
man to help bis fellow -men; in facty those in distress 
)iave a right to demand it. To reward a man for d^g 
his duty is unjust^ because it is a bribe to do what ough^ 
to be done : beside, the money may be wanted for some 
act of charity, and the greatest good is s^lways to be 
preferred.' 

* You are right,' said I, * in theory*, but the present 
state of things frequently infringes upon political justice : 
for instahce, I employ a workman to make me a set of 
chairs, for which I appropriate ten pounds ;i this man it 
rich, and another who is poor, comes and tells me bis 
case ; political justice comnlands me to give the ten 
pounds to the poor man, and let the other go with- 
out.' 

< r profess,' said the youth, < that is a most admirable 
argument ; no wonder so many are enamoured of the 
new political justice.' 

The affair of the countrymen being settled, by the 
youth giving them a crown to drink his health, we were 
proceeding towards the iun in full cavalcade, when a 
post*chaise driving iip with a jingle gentleman^ he or- 
dered the driver to stop, and calling to the youth— < My 
Lord,* said he, * is it you ? What in the world are you 
now upon ? Some frolic I suppose V 

* My dear friend,' replied the young gentleman, < t)iis 
is a fortunate meeting, a little accident has happened 
to our vehicle^ 8md I will trouble you for a lift.' 
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'tTpon my soul/ said Adam% bowing profoundly, '* I 
humbly beg you^ pardon, my Lord, I hope nothing I 
have said will prejudice your Lordship; and if you will 
honor me by taking one of my cards, no man in the trade 
shall use you better.' 

I was confounded at this abjection of soul, and walked 
forward without taking the smallest notice of the younjg 
nobleman.— This is a strange world, said I to myself ; 
and it is plain, as Stupeo said, that half mankind are 
fools and slaves to commerce, with all its train of sel* 
fish affections. Poor Adams has a weak soul, he sees 
clearly what is right, he feels the invigorating raya of 
truth, but his habits of trade drag him -from thp daring 
height, and sink him -again into all the prejudices attach- 
ed to property. 

The inn where the stage was to stop was riot the ge- 
neral rout for the stages; and it being only three in the 
afternoon, I determined to proceed on foot without wait«» 
ing for the coachman, whom I had not paid for my jour* 
■'-jy, but that was nothing ; I was nbt to be prevented by 

ejudice and common-piace rules from following that 
5 will, which I possessed in my breast, for the direc* 
of my actions. 

(till felt the painB of my bruises, and walked fbr- 
2 slowly, admiring the beauty of the country, and 
Jing the great book of Nature. I fell into a pro- 

md trance, and began to doubt my own existence* 
Which is very necessary, according to all philosophersf 
as we thence proceed in synthetic order to erect hypo- 
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thesis as upon abase, "f be fasbionikble Hum% doubted 
'ivhethei' be thought he existed; but 1 went farther, I 
doubted whether I doubted that I thought 1 did not ex- 
ist, and from ther ce proceeding to establish the axiom* 
I think therefore I atn ; 1 began to think that I did not 
think, that I thought at all, when I was awakened by the 
sound of several voices ; and looking up, I perceived 
coming along the road a roan on horse-back, with se- 
veral people surrounding him ; one held the reins, and 
(he two others, with constables staves, held him on each 
side. 

A sig^t so shockingly shameful to human nature, and 
the natural freedom of man,' aroused me to attempt 
some noble exploit. I darted forward, and, brandished 
my cudgel— » What right,' cried I, ' have you to im- 
prison your fellow man? This is a shameful abuse of 
power, it is all society hunting down an unfortunate in- 
dividual, who has ten thousand chances against him, es^ 
pecially if brought to trial.' 

^ He is an highwayman, and a murderer,' replied se« 
teral, *■ and you look like a madman.' 

^ That is nothing to the purpose,' cried I, kindling in- 
to patriotic frenzy, at recollecting some of the argu- 
ments of the great Stupeo, and the maxims of political 
justice. ' The man who professes hmiseli ready to 
commit murder, seems to be scarcely a less dangerous 
member of society th«n he, who having already commit- 
ted murder, has no apparent intention to repeat his of- 
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! * fence.* — Unless this ni^n appeared ready, and in a si- 
tuation to repeat his offence, political justice requires 
him to be left at his own discretion. He is no more 
likely to -repeat the crime than any man here, for ought 
you can tell; and no man ought to be deprived of his U- 
berty^on presumption.* - 

* Pelt the madman/ cried several clowns, * whoever 
heard such nonsense ? A murderer is not to be punish- 
ed for committing the crime, but appearing ready to 
commit it.*' 

* Certjunly,* cried I, * could you hear the mythologi- 
cal, philosophical Stupeo, you would not hesitate a mo- 
ment bowing before almighty truth and moral ' light . 
but if you are like stupid beasts, deaf to the voice of rea- 
son, I insist that you liberate the prisoner.* 

So saying, I seized the bridle from the man who held 
it, and the highwayman sticking liis spurs in the beast, 
rode over the constable, and would- have gained his li- 
berty, had not a sturdy clown levelled a stone at his 
head, which brought him over his horse; I w^s seized 
by several at once, and notwithstanding a stout resist- 
ance, I was dragged like a slave, and forped against my 
will into an inn upon the road. 

Are these the laws, the detestable maxims of socie« 
ty? cried I. Am I to be confined here as a, prisoner of 
state, for attempting to rescue an injured man from the 
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tyranny ofjhe law ? O that'the glorious d^y were come, * 
when every man shall act from the divine impulses of 
his will, and reason and liberty be acknowledged as- the 
presiding deities. 

While I was exclaiming to myself, a constable enter- 
ed, and informed me, that as I was deemed either in- 
toxicated or touched in the head, it had been agreed, that 
on my paying five pounds as a compensation to those I 
had wounded, they would not enter an action against j 
me, otherwise I should be sent to the county gaol for 
attempting a rescue. 

' Society,' cried I, < I detest thy barbarous maxims 
and rights : what times [ what country is this J where 
a man shall be imprisoned for an act of moral virtue in 
the eye of ix)litical justice, and be obliged to pay for his 
liberty? Dear, dear liberty I what are five pounds to 
thee ? Here, take the money, and permit me to By 
- ^ from the. whole herd of mankind. O, my dear Stupeo, 
would that I could discover thy retreat ; some philoso- 
phic retirement conceals the brightness of thy genius 
from mankind. 

* There is a return chaise for London at the 
door,' said one of the waitei^, ' are you going that 
way ?' 

". * Any way,* said 1 1 and following him I entered the 
chaise, and was driven rapidly towards London. 

I always make it a rule to read the great book of Na- 
ture, and philosop))ise as I go along the ro&d; and I 
could not but be delighted to see the great book bound 
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in gtettiy with variegated edges of trees and flowers. 
Now, thought I, is this chaise an idea or a reality; I can* 
not prove it by argument to be real, it is therefore an 
idea, a whirling idea; now I have a very strong impres- 
sion of this whirling idea; L wonder if I was to step 
out into what seems an highway to my eyes, 'but which 
may be in fact the Red Sea, I should still continue 
whirling to London. This was a very metaphysical 
problem, which nobody but the fashionable Hume, the 
conundrumic Berkely, or the great Stupeo could re« 
solve. 

The cries of JVb Pofiery roused my attention, and I 
perceived we were entering the metropolis. Ab Pofiery 
was written upon every house, and a parcel of ragged 
fcllows, with JVo Pofiery chalked upon their hats, stop- 
ped the chaise, and demanded money. 
I,> "fFor what ?* said I, • I don't care any tiling abcTut 
|[-r£^^^; a wise man will have no religion at all, becausie 
^%m prejudices and narrow principles of religious sects 
will prevent his mind expanding to the broad beams of 
truth,'; 

* No gammon !— -Tip us the grubj* cried several grea- 
I sy fellows, , He's a Popery man ! a Roman Catholic \ 
I' and an enemy to the Church!' roared out others, while 
' the words < Go it ! go it t sounded around me, and a 

shower of mud and stones nearly overwhelmed tn^i 
smashing the glass of the chaise, and almost knocking 
down the driver. 

* You are a set of rascally cowards/ cried I : vrill any 
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n^an of you figbt me : I will die in the cause of freedom.' 
—A ring I a ring ! was shouted and formed ; and strip . 
ping off my coat and hat, I threw them into the chaise, 
which drove away from the fury of the mob. 

There is something generous in a mob ; we there 
see the first germ of justice, generosity, and magnani- 
mity ; we see that a giant of a man shall not be allowed 
to annihilate a little one. It is true, that the love of 
novelty often inclines them to promote a quarrel where 
it might be reconciled : but no man should be ashamed 
to box in a just cause, especially if he remembers the 
value of the pugillistic science at Athens and Sparta : 
and why, because I am better dressed should I re- 
-fuse to enter the ring with a dirty antagonish, whom 
I may have injured ? Whoever has Tead the novels 
of a very great dramatist, must be struck with the beau« 
ties of boxing ; an art, which I hope will supersede the 
use of pistols between jealous lovers and injured hus- 
bands. 

A champion being foimd, he came forward with an 
aspect horribly ferocious. He was a great-boned IrisU- 
n)an,€ind all the vile passions, of human nature were 
written in his countenance. His savage appearance 
inclined the mob in my favour, who uttered a long 
roar of applause when I intrepidly determined to 
stand the contest. I had taken several lessons at 
College, and knew the roost scientific motions, so that 
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the difference wa^ not veiy great, and we immediatelv 
fell to * 

After six or seven rounds, I marked an opening in 
his right guard, and with a well-placed side stroke, cut 
a long rip in his forehead, from whence the blood 
streamed into his eyes, nearly blinding him, at which 
the mob, who are always generous, roared with a tu- 
mult of admiration and pleasure. I now had considera- 
ble advantage, and though I had three teeth jammed in- 
to my mouth, I broke one of his ribs, and levelled him 
with a full blow upon the ground, where he turned black 
in the face, and was left dead. 

A hackney coach was instantly pressed into my ser- 
vice, and I was conducted by the mob in triumph to a 
public house, where they drank themselves drunk in the 
joy of my having conquered. 

Though I had at first been in considerable danger of 
being murdered, yet my subsequent valour had rendered 
me dear to them all : so true is it, that pure human na- 
ture can discern truth when it descends to the level of 
their own ideas. 

I was here cleared of gore, and refreshed with some 
cordials. I had lost my coat and hat, and had not paid 

• Sep the elegant reaaonafor boxing in ^nna St, Ivea 
and Hugh Trevor ; two M)vela^ which the Reviews hold 
u/i /i« aamfilea of virtue and morality. It ia truey if 
blaafihemy hnd curaea are virtue and morality^ theae off-^ 
sjiringa of the new achool have an ample claim. 
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tbc chaiaey which I knew not where to find ; but the^e 
were mere partial eyils. A generous blacksmith ac- 
commodated me with a coat, and a butcher insiaied I 
abpuld take his red and blue cap for love« for he had - 
never ^een a better cock in bis Ufei as tough 98 bull* 
beef. Mf dress was compleud by a pw pf trowsers^ 
and 4 ^rge cockade of blue ribbon. 

It wa^ now near eight o'clock. The mob who were 
drinking |n the street were xpore than a thousand strong' 
and the shouts and yociferations of Ae Fa/iery I Lor<l 
George Gordon for ever f rent the air. 

A many dressed like a chiinney*sweeperi with JVo JPd- 
fiery gilt on s^ ))lue ribb<m round his hat, came fmiiU^ly 
uptomey and taking me by the handj le4 me into 
a comer of the room.^-— ^ Are you engnged ?' said 
he-- >< No/ I replied) « I know of no engagement. W 
< I beg pardon/ he returned) * I thought) by the 
clothed you wear underneath, you were pne of us/ 

< I am always for the greatesi good/ I Mplied ; < if 
seeking a magnifiicen^ object, we are no| to regard the 
means.' 

^t thcsjp^^o^ he clasped his so^Qiia towd me, nearly 
9inQtl^ring i^e ipdth soot*-^ I know/ said h9) * you sre 
a man of education— all London will shortly be in flamesy 
and the cause of mankind will be successful. We have 
cast aside prejudices and human frailties; it is necessary 
in the great labour of a revoluticH). We have at our 
command some thousand insurgentsy who. with a little 
more discipline may ))e brought to face the regularsy 
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ind then despotism wUl tumble with a tremendous 
crash ; the very earth will be split by its fally and the 
gulph of hell yawn and swallow it up.* 
^ O glorious !* cried I, * then the great day is dawn« 
ing. But what are thosie cries of JVo Pofiery f 

' It is our watch-word. The ignorant belieye they 
are fighting forreligionj but we guide themr and direct 
where the storm shall falK The passions of men must 
be raised) their radonal senses must be confounded with 
tei^fic reports^ before the mass can be roused; but there 
are always a sufficient number of profligates and vaga- 
bonds to join in with any thing.-«You appear one of the 
true men ; you will be a great man in the new system of 
things. ' At this moment the mob are plundering New- 
gate ; I am wanted in adother place ; I beg you will di- 
rect the mob to Snow-hiUy for I am certsdn you may lead 
them any where* I have studied the mobs of differ- 
ent nationsy and they are all alike* Go then and pros- 
per/ 

I wsAon fire at the glorious idea of emandpatiitg 
the idctims of tyvtaxaf sind oppressioo^ of opening 
the cells to the heart-sick ofiender, who could not 
hq^ any cedress from those laws ishich. condemneil 
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CHAPTER VI. 

The Vagabond achieve B several noble exfiloits^^an un* 
ej^fiected meeting in the cells of /^ewgate^^a alight 
idea of a Revolution. 

I DESCENDED amongst the mob, and grasping a 
pole with blue colours, and the words JVb Pofiery in- 
scribed upon it—* Let us go,* cried I, < ray dear boys. 
No Popery 1 Lord George Gordon forever !* A loud 
and repeated huzza rent the air, and the prodigious mass 
of people pressed after me towards Newgate, i was 
astonished in myself at the change of my fortuue: I had 
but an hour before been in danger of being stoned by 
the very mob, that, under my comn^and, would have 
made no scruple of setting London on fire. But^such is 
always the reward of great talents in moments of popu- 
lar commotion ; it is Hhen great men are brought for- 
ward from oWcurity. 

Thousands were already assembled before the august 
deposit of trembling victims: our reinforcement was 
received with the tritimphant, shouting of the patriotic 
bands, who felt the energy of liberty pulsating in every 
artery. The air was crimsoned with the flames of the 
gaoler's house, and his furniture was cast into aboi^fire) 
'Which, sparkled in my eyes like an offering to the God- 
dess of Reason, or like that glorious flame which con- 
sumed all bonds and engagements when equality was 
Established by Lycurgus at Sparta. 

I hastened to second the attack upon this grand for- 



W" 



THE VAGABOND, 75 

tress, by^ leading my followers into Newgale-street, 
trhere, with sledge-hammers, crows, and iron-pallisa- 
does, we soon broke an entrance into these detestable 
abodes, where the poor criminals were panting for Xrde- 
ddm. With a high ladder, and in the sight of thousands, 
I scaled the lofty \ialls, exulting as I rose at the glori- 
ous prospect before us, and waving my colours as a tro* 
phy of ponquest* 

We soon penetrated into the wards of this almost im- 
penetrable building, which short-sighted politicians 
might hive supposed capable of repulsing an invading 
army ; but the energies of the people are irresistible 
when determined on emancipation, and umfifioaed. 

Fireballs and fire-brands soon set the timbers in 
lames. I ran from one ward to the next, and from cell 
to cell, sounding the tidings of liberty,, and receiving a 
thousand blessings from those tongues which had too of-j 
ten been turned to curses and execrations. Pick-pock- 
ets, cut-purses, shop-lifters, and felons of every denomi- 
nation, hailed the dawn of returning freedom, and 
sprung forwai*d to a glorious consummation, helping uS; 
to destroy this dreadful tomb to all who despise the 
laws, and claim the natural privilege of dividing pro- 
perty. 

The flames ra^ed and run with rapidity among the, 
thick oak flanking, which cracked with the noise of 
thunder; the smoke and beat was nearly suffocating) 
and many in tlieir over eagerness to clear the dungeons, 
fell martyrs in the glorious cause. In a celi which i 
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bad nearly overlooked, I found a miserable wretch half 
naked upon tlie ground* I had broken open his door 
with an iron crow, and the first object that be saw was 
atremendous blaze of light, which proceeded from the 
opposite wainscot on fire. He had long heard the shouts 
of exulting thousands^ and the burstings of the fire. 
^ Heaven aini ear^,* cried he, * is the day of judgment 
oom^? Or have I sunk alive into hell? Arc jou a 
fiend?* said he,^ staring wildly, and starting fiom 
me. ^ Arc you come to pitch me into evedasting 
flames ?* ~ 

To say truth, my figure was not a little hideous, for I 
was covered w4th all sorts of dirt, swelled in my face 
from the difierent bruises I had rece-ived, and streaked 
with blood from a cot in my head by the falling of a 
plank : but how was I astonished to perceive, by the light 
of the fire, the great Stupeoy the wonderful philosopher 
in chains. 

• Exult,* cried I, < you are revenged, my master, * my 
ttttor^ liberty has reared her standard on these walls, and 
the fabric of selfish tyranny is tumbling about our ears. 
Haste, get these irons off, and join in the noble cause^of 
liberty and man.' 

Stupeo immediately started up, uttering incoherent 
expressions of joy, I hurried him from the chamber of 
his studies into the presst-jrard, where his detestable fet-* 
ters were knocked off, and being refreshed with a la^ge 
goblet of wine from the cellars of the gaoler, we went 
ibto the stteet to enjoy the exultation of the surrounding 
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multitude, and the most tremendous sight that can "well 
be conceived ; a sight which awed the military into in* 
action, and struck the magistrates into a panic of the 
most pusillanimous name: but cowardice is ever allied 
to terror, &nd I stood considering how best t» exert the 
force now in action, that the greatest blow might b« 
struck to the present detestable system of nKmopoliased 
property. 

Part of the army of patriots remained upon the walls 
and dancing round the ruins to prevent every attempt at 
extinguishing the flames :| the rest followed Stupeo and 
myself, who encouraged tiiem to persevere and be free. 
The crowd would liave destroyed I^angdale'sK a large 
distiller's, in Holborn, but I represented that this was a 
paltry business, when we had yet to open the doors of 
so many gaols to the liberati^i of our brethren ; be* 
sides, we had already near four hundred felons amotigst 
us, and the augmentation of this force was a grand 
pmnt, for who could fight for freedom like those 
who had experienced its loss ? Or who would level 
property like those who had nothing to lose, and all to 

gain. 

As we proceeded every passenger was stopped and 
plundered, and from every house were collected two or 
three times over, considerable contributions* I would 
have remonstrated, but a fellow, who had been confine 
ed on a charge of murder, and whom 1 had liberated^ 
swore lie would rip me up alive if I attempted to pre^ 
vent it \ and indeed, though his argument was not in 
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the line of i^easoD) Stupeo reconciled me to the prac- 
tice. 

* In revolution^ and public commotions,' said he, > no 
man in Athens was allowed to be neutral : every man 
who does not fight for us, ought to be considered as a- 
gainstus: and if we follow the new philosophy, we 
should shew no mercy to those who support the system 
of despotism. 

Having liberated the prisoners in Clerkenwell, oiir 
forces were divided to objects of less moment. That 
division under otir direction proceeded to Lord Mans- 
field's ; and there liberty and rational principles receiv^ 
ed a complete triumph over all regular order. The 

musty records of precedents, cases and law, made a' 
fire to warm the people they had6o long enslaved: 
I own I wished to |iave preserved several works of 
curiosity and art, but Stupeo would not suffer a thing 
to be taken-^^ Let them all perish together,* said Ke, 
< we have yet remaining too much of art to be happy : 

et us not stain the cause with the appearance of selfiish- 
i%ess.* 

< But why then,* said I, * ore We to plunder the poor 
Inbobitonts ? Surely it were better to supply ourselves 
from stores like these ?' 

• No,' answered he, < can you not perceive that the 
destruction of propel ty must be the grand aim ; from 

those who have little we must take tl ct little, and the 
lioardd of affluence must be utterly destroyed. As long 
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as oui& ^lagle cartload of pnopertf renawfi ia i^iy^ coun- 
try there will be oo^^nuine equality.* > 

From tbe«e QFer^memorable ^xplmU, I ami Stupeo, 
with Sj&Teral select leaders, retined to an obscure public^ 
house, to contrive and arrange the undertakings of tlie 
ensiiiog night I already fonckd myself as great as tlie 
iuunortal John the Painter. 

At our meeting, several foreigners of liberal /irind/ile's 
were present. A plan wats proposed for. orgp»3i;Eing the 
body of the people, and mrging them to throw off the 
yoke of dependence; and declare themselves free. A 
paper, l^ntitled The Thunderer^ was drawn up by Stu- 
peot which he hoped would kindle the glow of enthusi- 
asm, and awake the people to thjsir rights. 

The prisons were condemned to desiniciion, that 
none of our brave followers might be deprived ofj their 
liberty. The New^^iver water was to be cut off, that 
we might have the town effectually at command, ahd 
^compel those weak and obstinate people who were a- 
{raid of joining pur standard. The Museum we fixed 
upon asii good de posit for stores, after all that trumpery 
Bhould be burnt, which gives edge to a childish employ- 
jsent«>f time. The toll-houses on the bridge We con- 
demnedt because bridge^ oughjt to be built without sub- 
jecting individuals to ei^nse. The £ast-X6dia ware- 
houses and the Custom-house we considered as large 
|umber-joo«as for monope^zing property that belonged 

to fivery body. 
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The Tower and the Bank were two grand objects, be» 
liind which we could intrench in defiance of the troops 
which were drawing towards the town from every 
quarter ; and indeed ouf plans were too extensive and 
grand forme to detail in minutiae. 

In the attack upon the Bank I was severely wounded 
in the hand by a musket bullet, for there the soldiers re* 
covered their thirst for blood, and fired upon the inno- 
cent people, who were gloriously fighting for liberty* 
We (determined there to conquer or die, being strongly 
mnforced by the Borough patriots, who had burnt the 
toll-houses on the bridge in their rout. To place a just 
sense of our cause before them, an horse loaded with the 
chains of Newgate, was driven through the crowd in 
place of colours, and every breast beat with throbs of 
vengeance at the sight. 

A-body of savages on horseback cut down several with 
their swords, and the infantry made use of their infernsdi 
muskets, which severely galled the unarmed .patriots. 
It was shocking to hear the tremendous roar of ex<« 
ulting rage sink after every platoon, as if it was ex- 
hausted. 

Poor Stupeo, who stood beside me encouraging a 
band of those, whom the ignorant call felons, to an attack 
on the infantry with iron spikes and bottles, received a 
shot that laid him dead beside me. The mob, who now 
began to f*int from tlie unequal cont^ist, trampled over 
irirj nr.fl !.iirv*;(! inc alrrc-Mr'tb ihem. I ■encka.vourctl- 
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to rally them) and one of them dashed a link into mj 
face, which I returned by shooting him with a pistol) for 
I had found a very good pair in an house we had gutted) 
isokd nothing could- be more proper than turning the we^^ 

« 

pcma of tyrants against themselves. 

I was confounded at the fickle disposition of a mob, 
iryhich can only arise from their want of instructioii; and 
so long as what is called civil order and police exists, I 
yery much fear the people will never unanimously rise : 
but, however, truth is making a rapid progress, and 
it must irresistibly break forth into a glorious day. 

The mob would have executed summary justice upon 
me for the murder of the link*bearer, had I not escaped 
through the narrow streets into Holborn, where Lang- 
dale's, the distiller, was on fire. Torrents of spirits 
ran in the streets, and being played upon the neighbour- 
ing houses for water, augmented the danger and the 
flames. 

Here the military destroyed a great number of patriots, 
iHio were dancing round the fire, or tumbling the fur- 
niture' out at the windows ; while many others fell vic- 
tims to the half rectified spirits which ran in torrents 
through the streets. 

I. saw clearly it was a lost cause, for want of a more 
regular organization) and I lamented that we had not* 
made better use of the time allowed by the timidity, they 
called it humanity, of the government ; we should then 
Jiaye reduced -the whole city to an heap of ashes, from 
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vkich Mhttiyf lik€ A phoemiXf nirovld' have arifldn in ten- 
fold sfAeDdottv t ihe matfi 0f Itixtiiy aftd of weahb would 
hare befvi lottiihllated, and f^ jMutiti injiiiy iodividu' 
ali might have mtelved wohM httre been MMply cofffs 
pensated by the new order of fbifiga wlrich fttUsT hwn 

It would hare beeti^ as Stup^p ofte# said) t8>kk>g of 
revolutions) like tfae fennentatioir of amirch^i wMch froth 
all the rage of lust, of revenge, of mutdef, of croelty, of 
rapine, ^nd tmheard of dtstresa, ainkainto a gioriottsrsmT 
keart-'soothing ealnt. 

Indeed noting could be HMfe dfeadfolly great Aan 
^e appearance of London en that glorious night The 
large body of fire issuing from the diflferent conflagratl'' 
cuisofthe Fleet Prison, King's Bench, Toil-houaes or< 
Blackfrlar's bridge, Mr. Langdale^s two immenae ware* 
Itouses full of spirits, and a vast number of small fires 
tiigether with the illuminations^ which of themselves 
Would have rendered the streets as light as diiy, all as 
cending into the air, and consolidating together, formed 
an atmosphere of flames, impressing the milid of' the 
spectator with atr idea, as if not only the whole metro- 
pojis was burning, but all nations yielding tO the final 
consummation of all things. But how much greater 
must have been the sight, amidst which even (he soul 
. of a modern philosopher might tremble, would it have 
been to see the flames chasing the distracted people 
from street to street; to see the enemies of liberty !>€- 
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rishmg iiklicaps before the burning sword of retribotive 
justice ; to see the rage of lust despoiling those disdafai- 
fui beauties, whose love heretofore wsui only to be won 
hj cringing; to see trembling tyrants biting the dustf . 
and drinking their own blood as it mingled in the ken- 
nels ; to hear amidst aU this uproar the thunder of can- 
nons, the whistling of bullets, th^ clashing of swords, 
the tumbling of house|» the groans of the wounded, the 
cjries of the conquerors \ and see, amidst the blazing and 
red-hot ruins, the sons of Freedom and Liberty waving 
the three-coloured banners dropping with the blood of 
their enemies, and bailing the everlasting Rights of 
ManU! 

Ah \ how dear must such a scene be to the firienda t^ 
liberty and unvotraal man / nor should the p9ltry consi- 
deration of two or three thousand being massacred, to 
satiate private revenge, be taken into the account of so 
great> so immortal a consideration. 



CHAPTER VII. 

Htimanity of a mobj^the Vagabojidi% urfortunately fire* 
, vented attmnmg a martyrdom — Gambimg demoiutrat" 
id to. be the only liberal science. 

VAS •so agitated by the failure of our glorious 
se, that I was nearly putting a period to my exist- 
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enccff especially when I recollected the shocking and in* 
famous system of a constitution^ which none but fools 
can see any one virtue in,; and this tras. that every man 
who had suffered by this effbrvescenc^ of lib^rty^ would . 
receive satisfaction for his losses, and thus the people 
would be made to pay for what they had destroyed ; so 
tftat our failing in the ultimatunp^ wa» worse than if no* 
tiling had been done, and we had in fact been strength- 
ening the lash for ourselves. To be sure, there was 
this alleviating reflection^ that the cowardly and selfish 
citizens would have to contribute equally with the pa- 
triots. 

I wished myself away from such a detestable country 
as England, where property is guarded with as much 
vigilance as if it were a deity ; ahd no man, hdwever ob* 
no:dous, can be plundered, without a right of retributi- 
ot) from the parish or county, a thing totally unknown 
in other^ countries, and quite inimical to genuine li«' 
berty. 

My wound, my bruises and fetigue, had nearly ex« 
f^austed my strength ; for till mind shall overcome mat. 
ter, the human frame stiands in need of repose and ces^ 
sation from action, though it is astonishing what exer« 
lions we are capable of, when the mind is engaged in 
great exploits I and I have little doubt, but when the 
new system is established, we shall have xio need of 
what is called sleefi^ nor shall we require /o^ both of 
these being fSXipeviviOMttOffptrituat $ulf$tance. In fact 
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a^my dear Stupeo says, why may we not one* day^ be*" 
come immortal?*' 

I did ttcyt regret the loss of this prodigious great man 
any other tiian as society lost an invaluable member, ibr 
I had strengthened my mind to the case, and shquld' 
^idk the immortal' Brutus, harr looked wi^ indifference 
on the death of any relation' or fnend, these being mere 
partial evilr, andnot tobe separated from extensive de- 
signs. 

It is not politically just that a wise man shoidd ex« 
pose himself carelessly to martyrdom fof the sake of li- 
berty, ttii he has well weighed whether the human spe^ 
eieis will be most benefited by his life or death. To run 
rashly On the point of a bayonet was wrong, because I 
mighfyet live to illumine the world, and catch some 
glorioas crisi»— while truth would not receive any pro- 
motion by my death at the present instance : I therefore 
retired unnoticed amidst the universal alarm. 

I was very little acquainted with the town, having been 
there only upon one or two vacations ; but the light of 
tBe fires, and* the brilliance of the illuminations were 

^One would Bt temfited to sufifioae tke man inactne^ 

who should mainuhn that the human soul was a material 

substance^ and had no existence qftet deaths but that he 

np' doubt when we had cast away our firejudicesy we 

Jd' become immortal in this present wortd. , l^ch 

Hstency is tke doctrine qfGodwiny Holcroft^ ^c* ^c. 
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sufficient guides. Several i^atchmen looked as if they 
intended to stop me, but awed by the digpity of my 
countenance, though coveret. ftrith blood, and dirtf they 
ail slunk away, so powerful is the effect of innocence 
and impressive resolution. 

I arrived opposite a bonfire, if here the furniture of a 
Roman Catholic milliner was blazing ; it made but a 
paltry light, compared with the many others that gleam- . 
ed in the stir i and the noble band that danced around it 
being ashamed to be out-done in their patriotic exerti- 
ons, in the goodness of their hearts dragged the bed from 
beneath two^infants, and a woman in labour, which gave 
a great, but transient addition to the fire. To be sure, 
the poor Ivoman died of fright, but that could not 
be helped in such a case ; and it is the ill-education 
of women Ivhich introduces all sorts of nervous af- 
fecti9ns. 

In a little back alley I met an old woman carrying 
something in her apron ; at my approach she appeared 
very much frightened. ♦ What have you got there ?• 
said I. She replied, trembling, < only some trifles, your 
honour, that I have preserved from fire.' I required to 
see those trifles. Accordingly she opened her aproni 
displaying some gold fringe, a silver censer, and two 
cups, which she had taken from a Romish chapel < You 
are heartily welcome,' said I) < to these spoils of super- 
stition ; I wish you (tad as many more ^ but dow» can 
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yott teli m« where I nuf 4tep^ MCvMf ffoni cmw^l- 
come intruders?* 

* Ayty iM tbac I wilU' codw to my ^ttjtt liidgiif^) my 
d«ar bftbe^ you need not be Mghted ar n€»>bididf there/ 

ACGordiDf^lf I foUo«red her itito a miierabte hoctse) 
up tfar^ pair of stairs^ into a back garret. A crucifix 
stood on a chtmney^ptcctt and a string of beads hung 
upfMi a nadjy by which I soon discovered that this good 
ladyt who^had been fdondering a chapel, was a Roman* 
ist^ and I r^icedtofind that knowledge had reached 
even into a back garret^ and tattght an old woman to 
dificem the causes d mankind from the bigotry of prietti! 
chnk ^ ^ 

WUk tkiiw hospilalde cveatore, who wat an Irish wo- 
man^ I determined to reside. Being esttremely jaded 
H pained by my bruises^ I went immediately to bed, 
i she hastened to procure me 8omerefi[«eshment She 
ilAJiave€Btched a surgeon, but I utterly detested the 
i|eei^wof leecbesy who deal in a cant jargoiif like 
. priests of CybcUe> wlacknobody understands. 
When the ftrmentation of my spirita began to cooi> in 
/tttt of ail myi eibrtS) I became nearly (Hscractedv I 
Ml' losa three of my teetht and my whole body was 
fuisedi the out i»my head^ to 4>e sure^ waa oip^f an 
oeh and half long, and a finger deep ; but I had a mns- 
!st wound is my> hand, whickhildtakeoefl^^haiimy Utile 
•ger, and grazed the rest, so that I was not in the most 
mfortable situation. I raved lilie a madman at the 
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loss of the noble opportuniiyy which might not ocoir in ar 
whole generation. 

Before morning I became whoUf delirious, bundng 
with a violent fever ; and now it was the old woman m^ 
troduced a lame apothecary from the neighbourhood . I 
was tortured) blistered^ and blooded^ and und^^ent 
worse than a thousand deaths in the course of three 
weekS} when I recovered my senses, and awoke as from 
a dream. I then leanit, to my infinite regret, that the 
kind old woman had been taken up and hanged, adding 
another to the ipng list of victims to despotism. The 
apothecary pretended that ihe old woman had attempted 
to criminate me respecting the stolen articles, and that I 
should have beep taken up had he not sworn I had been 
under his care prior to the riots ; and it turned out, on 
the trial of the old woman^ that she had been seen alone 
entering the chapel. 

I reproved him severely for his falsification of truth.— 
* Truth,' said I, * ought at all times, and in every situa- 
tion, to be spoken. Friendship— every thing should 
bend to omnipotent truth. Stratagems of all kinds are 
detestable, even in war they are unjustifiable ; and I 
hope tactics will be so sivqplified, that they will be re- 
duced to a few genera] maxims, and then no man will 
need the e^cperience of a long life to become a general • 
' it will then become a generous^ manly, and opensys^ 
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^em.* Beside, in concealing the truth, you have done 
me an irreparable injury, you have sunk my name in 
obscurity, you have deprived me of the honour of a pub- 
lic death.' 

* It is not too late yet,* replied he, < if you have an ar. 
dent desire to swing, but I thought you had the appear- 
ance of a gentleman/ . 

To this observation I made no reply, being agitated 
witii the loss I had suffered.— < All mankind/ cried I9 

t< would have seen an example of magnanimity in tho 
cause of freedom. Oh, my beloved Stupeo! had you 
been alive, you would have gloried in hearing the name 
t of your pupil in ^® ?**me smtence with Massienello, 
William Tell, OUvct Cromwell, Cato, I,eoMdas, Jaffier, 
and Judas Macd»E!Lr5r^ " 

* See Godwin's Political Justice. In one fiage he de» 

claims against war with all the fire ofwordsy and in anO" 

ther he tells us he hofies it will one day become a gene* 

rjous^ manly, and often system. So much for consistency* 

-^It may not be unworthy to remark the eternal babble 

kefit up, by the ney) fthilosofthers concerning war. War 

is savage^ war is inhuman^ war is desflotiCj ^c. C^r« - 

Granted. Who does not know this? But there are 

v>ars which are inevitable} in which^ to be /utsstvcj would 

he tame submission te destruction. The fteoftle fortu- * 

fntLtely begin to often their eyes, and see into the hyftocriay 

these friends to the human race. 
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< We mutt titke at least three mmees xnoie of 
blood,' muttered die apotbecary^ and went oat of the 
room* 

I now plunly perceived that I had a rascally, igix)-' 
i*ant, arastbcratktl apothecary, who meant to bleed me 
to death out of spited that my name might lopever be 
lost to mankind. I therefore searched for my'pisttds, 
which I Jiad thrust under the bed ; and that never hav- 
log been diaturbed since I laid d&wn upon it, I bad the 
satisfiactiof) to -find them. The apothecary soon after 1 
Altered, with a itagged attendant, and noade preparations 
to tie my arm, when graspiwr **" * jft^*«»y fnstols, I drew . 
the trigger, and should hate. ternJ^^^'^at^ ^lis practice liad 
" the piece been loaded. 

* Do you mean to murder me^^ -'^i:, * with all this 
bleeding ? Does nature ever bleed her patients ? and 
her ftm ouf^ to lollow 'in all things. , You think I am 
mad, butJ hare sense enovgh4o 4ellyou never again to 
come in my sight.' 

* Who is to pay my bill ?' said the frightened dealer 
id idruga. ^ J saved fmi irom ^tke gallows, and from dy. 
iag raving mad.' 

^How could I bave died both ways ?' said I. * As te 
jBur bill, I have taore oeed of the mon^'^y myself, and 
tbe greatest f;ood is alwoips to be ^nefered.V 

* BkA XDf attendance and medicioe must be paid 
lor/ 



THE VAGABOND* 9 1 

* What is your attendance? Ought not^very man 
to labour for the good of his fellow men ? I should be 
guilty of political justice were I to reward you for doing 
your duty/ 

* But, Sir, I have dedicated my^tfe to the practice of 
xn edicine : I have no other means of gaining a living, 
and cannot afford to practice for nothing.' 

< That is not my fault, it is the ill-coDStructioa of so- 
ciety. In a state well ordered, no man would receive 
wages, but every one would do what he esteemed the 
greatest general good. Had you ever listened to the 
lessons of the great, the immortal StUpeo, you would 
have disdained a bribe to perform a duty.' 

^ Sir,' said he, humbly, in a vile depending tone^ 
• when you reflect, you must observe that you only ex- 
change one benefit for another. In society all must 
mutually hang togetheri and if any part be disordered, 
the whole organization must suffer. Men have a varie- 
ty of genius, and what would become of the world if 
those who were willing to work gave all their labour 
for the benefit of the idle ? All hum^n genius would 
then be cramped, and directed merely to the providing 
of food.' 

* Peace, peace,' cried I, < will you, an ig^nofant apo- ^ 
thecary, a pounder of drugs, pretend to talk philosophy 
with a disciple of the everlasting Stupeo) — Why, Sir, 
I could talk with you on the subject lor seven years, sind 
lA five miautes you would not have a word more to say. 

I 



P- 



92 THE VAGABOND. 

N 

Is it tiot) therefore) demonstrable that you ate is the 
-wrong?* 

* Well, Sir, pay tut the trifle I require; it is otily 
three guineas, and I have a numerous family.* 

' A-ikmily !* Teplied 1, with indignation, < and what 
business has ^uch fellows as you to get families? In 
the present system, it is only bringing into the world a 
parcel of slaves.^ 

* But population is the riches of a country.' 

* Granted,* cried I, * in a good government, where 
the children are public property, and no one knows 
hi$ relations ; but in our system children introduce all 
the infamous train of seHish and family connexion»; 
tod shut up the bowels of compassion against the dear 
suffering Chinese, who eat rotten meat and pounded 
rice.* 

< Sir, said he, < give me leave to say you talk in a ve- 
ry singular manner; your sentiments would unhinge 
theunrverae/ , 

*' Come here,* cried I with transport, * you own then 
the power of my arguments; I knew they must carry 
conviction ; I should die contented if I could only un- 
hinge society. I detest a claim, but you at« a man of 
tinderstaniliog, an4 in want. At present, I dc^not know 
on whom I could bestow €ve guineas to a^greatef'good; 
take them— but remember, that I shall alwtys regret 
yourhavitig prevented my escectitien.* 

< A very singtOtir genfkitDaBi* escckinied "he, OTer« 






TMM ykQLMVU^ ' 93 



joyedy^ * give me leave to attend you io future for no^ 
thing/ I. ^ 

c As long as you please/ isaid I, ^ that is the natural 
way) but I will not be blooded^ The art of medicine is 
to follow nature. If the patient is sick* it is a sign na- 
ture wants to discharge, and you shduld doss him 
vrith emetics: if he is deliriousi you should ap« 
ply strong NStimulants to increase the frenzy, as the 
sooner it arises to the height, the sooner a calm.wUl 



ensue.' 



I continued ti» take his drugs by way of experiment ; 
but I am satisfied I owed mif recovery alone to the na- 
tural strength of my constitution. I k^i daily accounts 
of the sufferings of the persecuted patriots ; and I de- 
bated with myself what line of life I should puraue 
as the most rational, and ia harm<Hiy with my princi- 
ples. 

I resolved not to stoop to my father; I could as ill 
cvinge to any man in power, and I detested every thing 
in alliance with trade s^ a debasement of the human 
soul. Surely, thought I9 1 am horn for something more 
noble than to measure goods, or sort the ai;ticl#8 of 
commercial exchange : low and base minds naayfind 
satislactionln such employ, but the intelj^genco which 
learned to soar into the realms of science^ must not be 
chained down to such groveling undertakings. 

To amuse my mind, I visited a biUiard^table whicji 
was at no great distance from my todging, and I found 
some entertainment from the exertions of skill. I there 
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became acquainted with the most good natored man in 
the world, whose name was Williams. I soon disco- 
vered that he was an advocate for the new philosophy ; 
and he protested that he could not in conscience accept 
a living in the present system of things in any other way 
than by gaming. < It is true/ said he, < the prejudices 
of mankind have stigmatized it as ignoble, but it is of 
all sciences the most natural ; it brings lords, and all 
those titled trumpery, down to a level with the most in- 
significant of men : it introduces a freedom of discourse* 
it detaches the mind from all those bigoted notions call- 
ed religion : it equalizes property, by taking from the 
rich to give to the poor ; and in one word, it is the most 
eligible way of living with honour and independence.' 

* Tou charm me,' said I, < 1 once thought gaming 
was a foolish method of spending time, and calculated 
merely for the introduction of vice and dissipation ; I 
now see better, and it is to me singular how naturally 
the mind transides from one truth to another : but so it 
is with human nature. The progression of knowledge 
is going forward with rapidity, and^he wisdom and ex- 
perience of ages are discovered to be nothbg at all iii the 
eighteenth century.' 

Williams proposed, that as I was what he called new 
to the town, we should divide our gains, to which I rea- 
dily agreed, and we were for several nights very suc- 
cessful, so that I had to my share near two hundred 
pounds. The transient state of human existence loudly 
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urg^d me to grasp at the' present; and my CdUcge ha« 
bits returning with force, I frequently spent whole nights 
with drinking parties. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Iklr, Hume's arguments for Adultery^ with firactical eon» 
aequences'-^the new mode of Benevolence^ 

I WAS charmed one evening at the play, by a beau* 
tiful young woman, who was in company with an ilN 
humoured> jealous-looking, illiberal man* I attempted 
several times to address myself to the lady, but his se« 
vere looks and lowering frowns compelled her to re« 
straint, and I did not wish to be the. cause of increased 
domination. 

I was extremely well dressed, for in tJ^iese trifles one 
may as well appear IH&e the rest of the world, though I 
had more than once an intention to adopt the Roman 
Toga, on purpose to attract attention, for t|iese mat- 
ters go a great way with little men. I found that I 
gained the attention of the lady, who appeared uneasy 
under her restraint, and I made a secret vow, to e- 
manclpate her from the bondage under which she 

groaned. 

12 
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I discovered on further inquir3r9 that she was the wifo 
of a citizcDy who had married her when she was ex« 
tremely giddy ; that they had two* children^' and were 
as happy as a tyrant and a coquet can be in wedlock. 

I read over the £ssay9 of the fashionable Humet 
where I found th^ adultery was one of the moral vir- 
tuesy and perfectly agreeable to political justice. In vo- 
lume 3y page 409, of his EssayS) eoition 1767,^ are these 
admirable words^^ whic^^ sioglXt ^^^ unconnected with 
his other excellent principles, would be suffieient to 
raise the book into public notice.— < Adultery,' says he^ 
* must be practised, if men would obtaini^l the advan'- 
^ages of life, if generally practised, it would soon ces^se^ 
to^be scandalous ; and if practised secretly and frequent* 
ly, it would, by degrees, come to be thought no crime aC 
all/— ^ Immortal Hume,* cried I, though thou doubtest 
whether thou had'st a soul, I doubt whether it be possi- 
ble to doubt that thou had*st a body.* 

I determined to follow so great an idea, and it wa» 

.sot long before I contrived an interview. It is needless- 

to say the lady soon became a convert to the prevsuling^ 

principles of reason and nature ; she was disgusted with 

her slavery, and wanted only an opportunity to exert 

fte inborn freedom of her sex. I engaged very neat 

Ibdgings for her, and began to enter into that state, ^sa 

congenial to the feelings of humafi nature and rational 

^ ieihg. I found her a very singular character^ within a 

Ifl^y.iiminine form ; she had a soul of masculine ener- 

|y ; every thought of her mind seemed receiyed by in* 
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tuition. She was often right by this means, only in 
matters of mere speculation; she adopted one and re* 
j^cted another, 6y a sort of tact^ and the force of a 
cultiTated imagination; and yttf though ufion the whole 
9herea9ont4 little^ it is surprising what degree of sound* 
ness was in aH her determinations.^ My disposition 
f reqiiently led me to waver in the practice I had adopt- 
ed : I doubted, ^nd I sometimes feared ; but my oscil- 
lations and scepticism were fixed' by her boldness. 
When a true opinion emanated In this way from another 
mind, the conviction produced in my own, assumed a 
singular character. She did not descend to all the fri- 
volous softness of her sex, which custom has rendered 
general. She saw in woman, a being in no poiot inferi- 
or to man, except in personal prowess ; and she dis- 
dained all those attractions, which poets and mankind 
have generally combined in perfecting the female cha* 
racter. 

Our connexion was that of friendship ; we only met 
when mutual inclinations pronipted ; and she has fre- 
qi^ently lamented, that the customs of the world pre. 
vented her mingling in all the pursuits and undertak- 
ings of men«— * Is there any sex in soul?* she would 
say, *if not, what right have those tyrants, the men, to 
exclude us from the senate, the bar, and the army \ Do 
wnotfiay taxes fn every article we consume f^^And 

• The reader may find many of these sentiments vi 
the Life of Mrs* Wolstonecrqft. 
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who are our refiresentatives in Parliamefii P-^lt is an 
outrage against the inborn Rights of Women.'-— < Why/ 
I would ask> ' may not a woman be as capable of }edd« 
ing troops into the field as a general.? Are they not 
perpetually playing cunning tricka ? Soldiers and wo- 
men I maintain to be equally alike : the officers are 
perpetually attentive 'to their persons, fond of dancing, 
crowded rooms, adyenturesj and ridicule : like the fair 
sex, the business of their lives is gallantry : they are 
taught to please, and they live only to please ; yet they 
do not lose their rank in the distinction of sexesj for they 
are still reckoned superior to women, though in what 
their superiority exists, beyond what I have just menti- 
oned, it is difficult to discover.' 

A woman of these sentiments was congenial to my 
'soul; our discourses were a feast to theniund, in which 
the senses had no share. She frequently lamented the 
evils to which nature had necessitate d her sex in tlie ar- 
ticle of children'; a subject which she never could dis- 
cuss with patience, it being an evil to which man was 
not subjected, and a badge of bondage not to be over- 
thrown. 

< Oh !' cried she, one day to me, in a fit of enthusiasm, 
^ what signifies all the freedom of our souls, all the ex- 
altations of our intellects, if we are to be confined for 
months to carry a burden which we have no means to 
lay down, and when the little wretch appears in the 
world, what^ dreadful idea ^— with intellects that soa^ 
beyond the firmament^are we to be confined to swaddle 
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and dandle an animal that has no ideas, and must at 
every moment destroy itself if we do not preserve it I 
Oh horrid ! jthat Nature did not provide some middle, 
some stupid, lumpish being, to rear and take care, of 
the human progeny : why not make man an oviparous 
animal ? Then we might have hatched the egg^ in tern* 
pered stoves, as they do chickens in Egypt.' 

' I could not but admire this flash of idea* which was 

I 

* bold and grand, and new ; indeed, all her speculations 
^ were sublime, though she reasoned little.* 1 had nearly 
[ overlooked an unpleasant incident, which would have 
! very much grieved me, had it been occasioned by 
: me ; but it was another dreadful consequence of the 
present organization of society, and gave me an additi* 
' onat reason to execrate the prejudices of mankind. 
' The husband of my Mary had expected to find in her 
that softness, complacency, and modesty,- which none 
but idiots ought to require, and which are merely calcu-« 
lated to fit a woman for a seraglio, or a play -thing to a 
voluptuary. He had taught himself to desire a female, 
who might solace him after his business, with the en- 
dearments of a mind that had no will but his own, and 
sought to oblige the man who^ preferred her to all her 
8ex. But Mary Was of a different nature— her soul was 

♦ We are told in the iJfe of Mrs, Wolstonecraft that 
^he reasoned little ; those who reason much will easUy 
believe thefact.. ' 
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not to be conSaed in a gilded cage, «ad sl^e would n< 
bow to the bashaw dictates of a master. 

The poor wretch became distracted at her loss. ] 
I^ace of taking another>he was perpetually ravmg aboi 
ccMijugal affection, the claims of childrent the duties < 
wives, and such ignorant prejudices} till his senses fai 
ed him, and his friends sent him to Bethlem Hospits 
The children who had none to provide for them, wei 
sent to the work-house, to be educated by the publi 
where they caught the smalUposc, and died \ an evei 
which ought naturally to have been expected, wh^ 
they had not been inoculated} and could not throw ai 
blame upon the conduct of their mother. 

After this incident we continued on the moat harm 
nious footing, for though Mary allowed herself the co 
versation of many of the opposite sex, I did not expei 
enCe the smaller uneasinessj for she had as much rig 
aft myself to all the exctntrkjtie^ (if fancy ; and I nev 
thought her the wcM-ae for having contributed to the ha 
pness of other human beings. , 

About a montb after this, the poor husband died de 
Mous,one of the most Sttupid deaths a man could d 
for the loss of a woman: an^ Maryt thus freed frc 
the shadow of a tie> appeared with me openly in publ 
Our neighbours made their usual rude comments up 
our intercourse ; and because several gentlemen pref 
ed some handsome presents upon Mary, they circulat 
the calumny, that } kept my wife as a prostitute. 



I despised all this; I was not 10 be frighteDed into 
aoy act b^cai^ of scMidal, and I had Jong regarded 
marriage with so well gfoonded an apprehension, thaty 
DOlwitkstandiog tl» paitiality for Marjr that had taben 
possessbn of my sou], i should ha^efekit very-diffii^ttkf 
at least in the present stage of our intercotti%e^ to have 
resolved on such a mtsasure'; th^ .partly ftoda similar) 
and paiily from different motiTes, we fek alike in tiusi 
as' we did perhaps in every other circumstance that re* 
lated to our intercoursCk 

The human mind delights in variety. It wimpossi*' 
b!c we shall be forever attached to one particular ob* 
ject. Thh cfjanrre Mary experienced before myielf; 
and she parted from me for the protection of my friend 
Williams, who certainty jK>s$essed very powerful at* 
tractions, and was an athletic figure. 

I regretted this separation, bilt was not ibol enough 
to repine ; and I determined, according to the naacims 
of the great Stupeo, instantly to select some others 
tfaoUf^ it was difficult to find one with siich an under* 
standing as to march forward to the high goid txf reasa^, 
trampling down prejacUce, superstitioB, aend cMiracteq^ 
in its caie0r. 

While I was in se^reh dP sntcffa a femde, i wrote, hf 
tny of amasement, a Uttte traet, proving that gkU oogiit 
to receive the saitte ediiciden astniKiPB ; that the ^smue 
iOXCTcises oiiglrt to be^f^rsuedby eadhjand^that'teaufef 
i»as not «f the snaUeat Ta)iie» wMn compared to a m^ 
^it coMltttiMioni tiuitieaiie^^HAeiclier ^iMnd »er ^ettfao* 
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I proved, heyond contradiction, that evelry thing calkd 
the graces, such as music, singing,* dancing, timidity 
delicacy, and bashfulness, ought to be exploded. 

I know not how it was, but my book was only bought 
by a few; and the aristocratic critics condemned it, as 
the work of a man who paid no regard to truth, provided 
he made himself singular ; which was an absolute libeh 
for I had lost in the cause of truth, three teeth and half 
my little finger. 

^ confess I did, not understand the subject. When a 
man writes a book of methodical information, he does 
not write because he understands the subject, but hci, 
understands the subject because he has written. He 
was an uninstructed Tyro, exposed to a thousand fool- 
ish and miserable mistakes when he began his work) 
compared with the degree of proficiency to which he 
has attained, when he has finished it. In like manner 
no man understands poetry or architecture, until he has 
written a poem or built a house. 

Frequently, by way of amusement, I attended the six- 
^ penny debating societies, where truth is propagated in 
every branch, and religion and government, attacked 
from behind a masked battery. A debate on the beau- 
ty of a coquet, or the merits of a beau, was sufficient to 
. introduce annotations on despotism and satires on nobi- 
lity, to the edification of the ignorant and young, who 
tire thus prepared to receive _all the enUghtened prind. 
pies of the new school. It is astonishing what energy 
ffeason possesses, when adorned with all the flowers of 
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oratoiy : and, it was in vain that a man of natrow opini- 
ons stoi^Id endeavour to be heard ; for let him say what 
he wdtild, he was unattended to. I was, however, dis- 
gusted at a little trifle, for I could not endure the small- 
est duplicity, which is beneath the dignity of man, and 
vuglit nottobepernatted even in the promotion of ge- 
neral knowledge. This tri£e was a quarrel between 
Citizen Cow and Citizen Calf^ about which side of the • 
question they should take: the one insisting that he 
could declaim best on the side of liberty, and the other 
declaHng his own talent lay in discovering faults. I 
was ashamed that great men should wrangle about the 
parts they were to act, like the performers of a country 
barn ; and I could not but consider, thiat the cause of li- 
berty must autfer, when garbled by the palsied efforts 
of men, whose object was, a dividend of six-pences, to 
be spent the same evening in a debauch. 

One evening, at the hazard-table, a young man, who 
had been sitting near six and thfrty hours, attracted uni- 
versal attention by the extravagant execrations he ut- 
tered, and the agitation of his mind. He protested that 
he was ruined and undone to all perdition. 

My fv^elings are ever peculiarly alive to the sufferings 
off my fellows, and though I endisavoured to guard a- 
gainst false pity, I am frequently melting at the dis- 
tresses of my fellow mortals. I followed the poor wretch 
home at a distance, and entered his room abruptly, I 
found him sitting in a chair,^ with a fine young wo na;\ 

K 
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hangings on %i8 shoulder weeping, and a child sleeping 
in a cradle. 

He started up isonfused at my entfance, and would 
hare made an apology, but I soon tranquilized him» and 
pressing him with the irresistible arguments of truth to 
rely on my senHlces» he con^ssed that he had wronged 
£tn excellent master to a considerable amoulit, under the 
fallacious hope, that by liazarding it at the gaming-table, 
he might acquire an independence, his 8alar3r being 
two«mall to enable him to keep a family and appear as 
he must; that he had now lost the means of concealing- 
his crime, and should bring shame on his wife and his 
relations by a pnb&c death. 

, I was affected at th^ dreadful situation, for though 
hb feeHngs were false, he having a just claim on his 
master's property, yet, in the present system of things 
he would have all mankind against him ; I therefore 
determined to let him have two hundred pounds, the 
whole amount of my cash, which would cover his affairs 
for the present. 

Returning home, I met with Williams at the door of 
a tavern, and acquainted him with my purpose.— < You 
know my sentimente,* said I, < and you know of Wha^ 
little value I esteem property when it is conducive to 
good. I have not firQmised Jackson, because promises 
are criminal, but I think at present it is the greatest 
good I can do, and I have raised his hopes fron^tbe 
edge of despair, by my assurances of succour.' 
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^ BQt«haIl )Fou not want it yourself) and h<^w skatt he 
rcpay-it?' ' , 

^ * H€flr,* cri^d If • the profound sentiments of the in- 
faltible StupeO) that most- exalted of philo3opKers.r^M7- 
neighbour is in want often pounds which I can spare : 
tliere is no law to transfer my property to him, but in 
the eye of simple justice, unless it can be shewn that 
the money can be more beneficially employed, his claim 
is as complete asif he.bad my bond in bis possession, 
or had supplied me with g^ods to the amount. If two 
persons should offer, I must balance between them ; it 
is therefore imfiosaible for me to confer ufion any man 
a FJ rouMy I only do him a right,** 

< Stupeo,' smd he, solemnly, * was a inan of the most 
exalted intellect, he was a prodigy amongst men^-a me« 
teor in the path of science, which blazed for a time, but 
was too brilliant to be permanent. His language was 
superior to all the groveling maxims of of men,' and 
his eloquence must have riyalied the persuasion of Ci- 
cero.' 

* I might say,' answered I, * as J&schines said of De- 
mosthenes, if such be the effects of mere repetition, 
wiiat would you have said had you heard himself I ^ 

< We regret,' replied he, ^ the deceaae of great nien ; 
but when their principles are practised by their pupils 
we ought to be. content. At this moment I was starch** 
ing for you, to throw myself into your protection, wejl 

*\Godtvin*a Political Justice^ /lag^e 89»' 
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assured that the justice of my claim will convince "your 
I have lost this night every farthing I possessed^ and I am 
now under immediate apprehension of an arrest for two 
.hundred and fifty pounds : I am even tojd the bailiffs 
have been after me. To be deprived of libertyf is more 
dreadful tb me than death; I never will support it; I 
am determined in my pui*pose, and it remains for you to 
consider whether the saviag of a rational being Is worth 
two hundred pounds.* 

I felt myself in a distressing situation, and pressed on 
both sides by very urgent claims, the merit of which 
required reflection* — 'My dear Williams,' said I, < roibre 
than ever I lament the death of the illuminated Stupeo; 
he would with one word have relieved our embarrass- 
ment ; but, tell me yourself, without any bias of preju- 
dice or weakness^ which will be the greatest resulting 
good/ 

We walked severarpar.es in silence, < At length,' said 
he, < I would not appear selfish. I swear it by my love 
of truth and political justice, that both these cases are 
severe, but I do think that mine has the greatest claim 
upoft you.' ^ 

* It is sufTicient,' said I, ' you are right.' He accom- 
panied me home, where I delivered him, within a gnii- 
nea, of all I possessed. It was useless to visit the young 
man when I could not relieve him, and I had no inclina- 
tion to insult distress. I was happy in having saved 
Williams ftpm imprisonment, though the disappoint- 
ment Jackson must endure in the failure of my offers 
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now and then intervened, but I remembered that no 
raan ought to place dependence upon any but him« 
self. 

^ I (^dnnot remember the conclusion of this incident 
without regreti and the reflection that philosophy can- 
tiotahrays direct iis ampngst the doublings and mazes 
of human affairs."^ The young man was apprehended 
the next day$ and his wife running forward to the most 
sinister conclusion^, cast herself in the Thames^ where 
She "Was unfortunately drowned. ' 

I grieved, but gHcf was useless, after the' event; I 
execrated the- customs of mankind, and drew some com. 
fort in rememberhig that I had probably saved Willi- 
ams from equal' ctilamity.^^I hastened to his lodgings 
to pour out to hini and Mary the tumults of an agitated 
-soul, but ' I was informed that they had departed before 
break of day* nobody knew where; and that a warrant 
Afas out against him for having cheated >a gentleman 
with cogged dke. 

'I was struck dumb at this account, which informed 
me that I 'w^s a beggar ; and the woman of the house 
hinted ttiat I -was implicated in the business. My milid 
was, howevefs dear of this aspersion; it was* too manly 
to descend to oiher finesse than that of skill; but I 
could not reconcile the behaviour of Williams to any 
maxim of truth or political justice ; for if there be not 
common honeety amongst those the vuJgar call ro^uesi 
Iiow are the affairs of life to be conducted ? 

K 3 
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The accidents I had witnessed resuldng from gani? ^ 
ing, had^ startled my mind, yet I preferred it tol>indi!ig 
myself a slave to the caprices of any man. This re- ] 
source was now become dangerous. No man from per- ] 
suasion, would render me a portion of the superQuities \ 
he enjoyed, and in the midst of society which calls itself j 
polished, I must either labour in employ^ beneath the 
dignity. qf a rational being, or perish unpitied or unre- 
lieved. 

Occupied with these reflections, I returned to my 
lodgings, absorbed in a gloomy melancholy,. Mankind 
appeared to me a set of selflsh, solitary animals in the 
midst of society, and so far from lieing associated for^ 
mutual protection, they seem only to live for thenv- 
selves. 

I remembered, in all its brilliance, the ^ state of na- 
ture, described by Rousseau, and enlarged by Stupeo. 
I repeated again and again // relQurne chez sea ^sEgduz ; 
and I determined to make the wilds of America mf asy- 
lum. In this intention I sold every article of value, and 
changed my 4rcsS to that of which you see the remains ^ 
the better to pass unmolested, having many reasons to 
fear personal detection, for no man can be truly great) 
till he is become an object of hatred to nine-tenths of man- 
kind. 
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X^€ omnifiotencc of modem Trttth-^mediuitioru on a 
'fit,'- Gibbet-^and the consequences. 

I DETERMINED to cross the country of England 
to the North* West) and proposed to make observations 
upon man in my journey ; for^ as some writer )ias seiid, 
that ought to be the object of all voyages and travels ; 
and) as Pope says, << The proper study of. mankind is 
map.'* Indeed) man may be said to compose the first 
chapter of the great book of Nature : and befoi'e we 
pretend to a knowledge of uU the <;ha|)ters of that large 
book) we ought surely to be masters of the first. 

On the sixth day of my journey) for I walked on foot, 
towardS) evening I arrived on the bonders of an exten- 
sive waste; a large crowd of country people were as» 
sexnbledi and in deep debate about some new encIo« 
sures) which had shamefully infringed upon the com- 
mon right. Some gentlemen were endeayouring to 
persuade them) that by cultivating the useless ground> 
larger erops would be produced) which would create 
greater plenty) and render the articles of life cheaper. 

All my patriotism was roused at the glaring imposi- 
tion) and taking advantage oif a mound of earth, I re^ 
quested to be heard. ' . ' 

< Can you listen patiently. Citizens/ cried I) ' to this 
detestable doctrine I Do you not know that the ground 
which now scarcely sustains a goose, ^ iU then fatten aii 
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OX, and thus your oppresrsors will be enriched^ and you ^ 
will be ^starved? You have an undoubted right to the 
whole surfiice of ihe earth, but if the cultivation g'oes 
forward, you will be penned up in the highways : you?^^ 
will not have so much as a path left through a meadow ; 
your very 'highways will be ta^en frottt yeu^ and made . ^ 
into canals, by wMch every waggoner in the kingdoni 
will be ruined; and what will you get by this spirit of . 
improvement, ad they call it ? Will they give jxpol the > 
surplus of what they cannot devout \ No, they \till pilfe 
it up in t^ms to tx)t, and make manure for a double 
crop*^ Open your eyes, citizens, and you will sefe'the 
fisilsity of their speeches: they tell you provisions * 
will be cheaper, I tell you they will tiot ; and 
ask yourselves which you are to believe, those in- 
terested men, or I, whom you never saw before: 1 
tell you, you ought to have provisions for nothing.-^-A* 
wake^ citizen^! remember that Vhcti you arc dtiven 
front the highways, you will b« Hke frogs in &. gutter. 
Now is the time; a moment'^ delay, and you will be too 
lite. Uhxte and tear up the fences, level the hedges 
before the cultivating spade has turned up the sod. 
Would to heaven there was not a single acre cuhivated» \ 
and the then imperious rich Would not monbpoliase pro- \ 
visions. I see impatience in your eyes^-^I ice the ris- 
ing flame of liberty and truth flash in your countenahces?' 
— Come then? down with the boundaries, those badges 
of slaveiy, and tell all the world that you haveas ^much 
right to the surfaced the earth as you Wt^cto the air.\ 



/' 



THE ,VAQ4B0ND. 'Ill 

This speech wds like an elettfic shock, every man 
confessed its truth, and the triumph of patriot is th was 
complete. In vain the gentlemen endeavoured to ai*- 
gue down the storm ; no one ioould Aean them ; a plain 
demonstration that their arguments were^ false. I tore 
upi with my own hands, one of the stakes, and in an in« 
stant tlie aristocraucal enclosures' were laid open again 
Ijd a state of nature. Oh, cried I to myself. Oh that 
Stupeo could witness this effusion of reason, this march 
of philosophy., But, alas ! the great mythological, mc« 
taphysical patriot was first killed by a musket bullet, &nd 
then trod to death by hift friends. - 

While I stood witnessing this transient start of ener- 
getic freedom, I was suddenly^ seized by three of- the 
gentlemen, and though I made a strenuous resistance 
was soon oyerpowered. I called aAoud for the country 
people to rescue me, but the disposition of a mob is al- 
ways fickle, those who a few minutes before hung with 
j'aptures on my words, now seemed to rejoice in the new 
object raised to their attention. , 

I was chagrined, and as they led me on, I exclaimed 
aloud, ^ Rascals and cowards, is this the manner to treat 
a pupil of the great and immortal-Stupeo ? Is this trea« 
ch^y to be reconciled with political justice ? For my- 
self, I ai]^ not concerned, I glory in the martyrdom I 
shall suffer ; but remember, that the axe which sunders 
my b<ead from my body, cuts at the sai^e hioment aU 
your Ubert^s*' 



< Who in the world are you I said one of the gentle, 
men^ < you surely are not hi your sensesi or ydu would 
not utter such incoherent absurdities.* 

* Did I not tell you/ said I^ that I am a pupil of the 
great Stupeo, a man who, if he had been here would 
hdLYt confounded you with his eloquence, and shaken 
all the prejudices and habits of your mind tike an earth- 
quake, which, at one trembling, ovei^whelm^ all the 
proud puny structures of ignorant and tyrannical men.' 

A gentleman on horseback advancing towards us) 
stopped at the sight of so tumultuous a procesbicn; 
and I knew him to be the same I had met in the 
stage. He recollected me, but seemed not ta know 
me. 

^ How does your Lordahip ?' said one of the gentle-* 
inen. < We have here one of those seditious impos- 
tors that go about the country destroying its peace, 
and telling palpable lies in a Bowery language, which 
warms the pa&sioas, and runs away with sober rea- 
son.' 

^ My Lord,' said I, ^ I am glad to see you, because 
yoa shall b^ a judge of the subject in dispute^ and for 
which I am dragged along the public road like a traitor 
and a^lave. What is truth? Can any circumstance 
change the inoimuubility of its nature ? Is it net like 
those mathematical axioms, which we only enquire to 
hear to understand I Think you that the senses of the 
people are so dull, they do not comprehend the light of 
truth when it flashes in their eyes i Or^as the sublime 
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Smpeo Wduld have said, iirhen trutfi, like a volcano, 
Imrsts forth on the darknets of nigb^— its tbundennig* 
s\Ml awaken the dormant senses of mankind-^ts light- 
B&igs shall ghtter in their eyes like the briUiant mom- 
iBg of ■science— its lava shall bear down all opposition, 
over-wbehning all the puny >barrier8 of state— its ctn-* 
der s will scatter destruction upon its enemies, and' the 
devastation it spreads, like a revolution, shall be mo- 
mentary, giving place to a tenfold fecur^dity.' 

•^ But,* said his Lordship, * not to questipn the truth 
of your bombastic metaphor, you fofget that this 
^drvastatidn would sweep away all the then genera- 
tion/ 

• And what is one generation,' I returned, < or what * 
are ten generations to the resulting good I Are we al- 
ways to be as inibecile as infants ? I have' no doul>t, 
that whon reason acts in all things, we shall live to the 
age of the primitive parents of nuinkind, and then we 
shall not tremble at revolutions.' 

^ Oh that the glorious days were come !' said he, with 
a sneer, « when the dagger and the rope shall lose their . 
destructive qualities, when the musket, the sword, and 
the pike shall rebound from the bosom of the patriot, 
and the cannon ball, in place of flying onwards, wing- 
ed' with death, shall fall harmless to the ground—^ 
then, and not till then, ought we to rusk into revolu« 
tians/ 

< Btit truth,* cried I^ * trutbis^ omni^ent^ of which 
tius very daf it an example/ 



* Which way?' said he. * I know vou. have sense 
Ibough at present it is warped. You call by the name 
oftruth that which stimulates ignorant people to out- 
cage : but you forget that all men are not cool philoso- 
phers, that the great mass oi' mankind are enamoured of 
novelty. The very bustle of a riot or a revolution 
has for them equal charms with a horse-race or a bull- 
batting, and tht merits of the subject are never, discus- 
sed till they sriiart under the consequences. What can 
be moi;e easy than to lead people to desire.to live with- 
out labour, to plunder the rich, and pay no regard to 
' those laws which were made purposely to* restrain the 
passions ? And because this is easy to be done^ you 
* call it truth and liberty, and patriotism. -But 1 would 
ask one sober question, and would to God the whole 
world could hear me» If simple nature, poverty, . and 
equality is the natural state of man, why do reformers 
wish to deprive the. rich of their wealth, to repder the 
poor unhappy ? A plain argument that all they want is 
to plunder the rich> and, under a mask of mock patriot, 
ism, destroy all those sacred bonds which give energy 
to genius, and encouragement to virtue. If they have 
the real welfore of mankind at heart, in the estal^lish- 
snent of equality, and detest, as they are always pretend- 
ing, cruelty and bloodshed, it wouM be very easy to esta- 
blish themselves in An^rica.' 

< But monopolizers,' cried I ; * are they to be suffered 
to prey on the entrails of society ? What right has one 
man to eat a pine-apple, for which he gavip a guinea' 



'When another its starving for want ofan half-penny Tfonh 
of bread ? Answer me this >■ ■ ^ * ■■/ 

•Few HiiftgB can *bc tttore easHy idone,' replitsd he. 
^ fii the first place I Would observe, diat the incident 
nerer happened but in imagination^ drawn for the pur- 
pose of castitig an odium upon the rick, thejr do not in 
general deserve. Secondly, the accumulation of indivi- 
dual property is the^iaturai and cenain consequence of 
society. It is to l>e seen m the state of savageism, where 
an industrious Indian shaH posstss good arms, While an 
idle one shall be almost without f n the ^ate of equali* 
ty, that isj ignorant barbsoism, no piinciples would be 
cuhiTttted. How many depend for their share of the 
guinea paid for the phie-appief The fruiterer, the gafrd* 
ner, the glazier, the carpenter, the bricklayer, the smithi 
the coal-merchant, the mariner, the miner, with all the 
crowd of others who supply each of those individuals 
with materials ; and wlien you shall have divided the 
guinea between Ml £hese, 1 think the gentleman may 
eat his pine-apple with a good conscience, unless you 
catk prove that he ought to give half of it to the vaga- 
b6nd|Who will not work to provide himself fctod.— To 
state your question right, you should ask Which is the 
greater good, to all those tradesmen and their depen- 
dents, by encouraghig thd^ luxury, or t6 give the super- 
fluous guinea to the support of Onproductive idleness * 
There Is another question frequently, asked— What 
right, say they, have the rich to tax the poor? What 
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right have they to live by the labour of the poor ? The 
real fact isy that they do not live by the labour of the 
poor> but vice versa ; for were there no people to pay 
&e poor for workiDg} there would, be no work done. 
What bricklayer would build a house without being 
]paid? What labourei^ would work for him without 
hire ? ' The benefit U recifirocal to both fiartiea i but, to 
speak a truthi the richy wrai^d as tbey are in ease and 
indolence, would do much better without the poor, than 
the poor without them. As to taxes, the poor in thiit coun- 
jtry pay very few in pr^ortion to the rich ; their cottages 
are exempt, they are not vassiris who work without pay^ 
as in most countries of the world, and those who wish to 
live in pe^ce, may do it with as much security as a lord ; 
their persons and their little all are equally sacred in 
the eye of the law, and except in the article of garnet 
equally Jree. It is the drunkQp, the idle, and the vici- 
ous, who have their families starving^, and a burden to 
the parish. But such is the singular constitution of the 
country, that no Englishman can die of absolute want 
if he will appeal to the charitable institutions. In f^ct, 
t is the middle class of people who bear the great bur« 
den of the state: the poor are exactly the same as they 
were a thousand years ago, and were, and will be al- 
ways the same under every form of government, with 
t)te exception of personal freedom and protection. It is 
to be remembered that taxes ought never to be murmur, 
ed at, provided Chey are applied to public affairs. I 
' am, however, grieved when I reflect that the upright) 
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peaceaMe, and loyal citizen pays at least one third more 
than his just portion, to make up the deficiency occasi- 
oned by the sneaking, miserly part of the rich ; and by. 
the mock patriot evading every impost he can flinch 
from— thus stabbing the country he pretends to weep 
over.* ^ 

< But,' replied I, < it is a gross and ridiculous error, 
ta support that the rich pay for any thing ; there is no 
wealth in the world except this~the labour of man, so 
that when a man of property pretend^ he is rewarding 
the labourer, he is cheati^ig; him, he isr giving him a 
bauble, and cajoling him. If he employ them in erect- 
ing palaces, in sinking canals. Sec. it will be found he i^ 
their enemy; he is adding to thi^ weight of oppression, 
and the vast ai^cumulation of labour, by which they are 
already sunk beneath the level of brutes i* 

<From this doctrine,' said Lord B—-— !^,< it folio ws> 
that the less employ given to mankind, the greater is 
their happiness, and the greater your beneVolence; and 
the Eastern Bashaws who grasps every accumulation of 
Property, destroys the speculations of coo^m^ce, arts, 
sciences, and agriculture, reducing men to the happy 
stuiion of providing no more than just sufficient to sup- 
port existence, is, in your system, the benefdctor of th^ 
human race.' 

I know not how it was, I felt all my ideas unorganiz- 
ed, and I endeavoured in vain 4o reply: though what 
could be more tnte^ illiberal, and common.^ The coun« 
tiy people who ha>d listened to thia^scourse, one and aU 
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proteated they were g^rieved atthei^offeneey dieclariBg, 
that UiejT now saw pkbly how much better it was to re- 
ceive the wages for their labour in cultivating the 
ground) than to keep it barren* and of use to nobody^ ^t 
thcbsame time offering, the next dayt to replace tine 
hedges they had thrown down. 

* An4tp conclude this adventure/ said the young no- 
hleiaan» ^ let this unfoniinate man be liberated ; and i 
hoje he will yet be convh^ced of the folly of destroying 
OQie sy-stem,; wbicl^ haa ^om^/aulf^t with many beauHety 
and in its place ]u*oposing another, which has not one 
9mj8}fi pr9€.ticai be^iuty^hv^ is pregnant with the most 
de^^mobk and drisa^ul f vils.' 

Bewvat Uberty to pcoceed on my joumey^l left Lord 
B i "if ffc and \Ai train of slaves* Contki^ing along the 
road by mooii-tight>^ and having leisure w recollect the 
ap<Mlihegins q£ Stupep, I was angry with myself that I 
had not contradicted every assertion made by Lord 
B ■ ■ ■ rand provisd that his reasonings were false in 

IwasKCiUsedfrom these reflections by the creakings 
of a. gibbet e^n the highway, and could, not avoid »hud* 
dering at the inhuman spectacle. 

' O property !' said I, < this is one of thy blessed ef- 
fects'—what a dreadful exliibttion of injustice glares up- 
on the thmhing mind, that death shall be the fate, of the 
man who by force exerts the rights of nature. In the 
principles of Penal Law» we are told near an hundred 
persons wn\u41]r <¥f6 e^eqij^. Qh ye victims of titit 
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infernal monopolizing scheme, the whole amount of the 
goodif vulgarly called stolen, is only threefourths per 
cent upon moveable propertyi yet they hang you up on 
the highway. Perhaps you were obliged to shoot some« 
body in self-defence, and must ye die for that I Can we 
wonder at the miseries of society, when luxury and 
trade are risen to so enormous an anK)unty that the ag- 
gregate of property brought to the city of London, and 
moved in -floating bottoms only, is annually seventy mcN 
lions, out of which only abput four millions are taken in 
plunder, oiily four millions ^reduced to the laws of equa« 
lity* There is, indeed, a bright gleam breaking througii 
this dark picture, which enables the private patriot to 
tax the property of these dealers in wealth; this is the 
article of da^e com, amounting, it is true, to no more 
" than one million a year.* Let" us' a moment- contemplate 
this mighty Colossus of property, which threatens to 
devour up the Rights of Man, and resist all the open 
and secret attacks of philosophers, and we shall see how 
necessary it is by every means to render property less 
secure. Let us reason calmly, and without prejudice 
and to any man of liberal ideas, what is the moral turpi, 
tude of robbery? It is no more than taking by force 
what I have a natural right to : it is an heroic and ge- 

♦ See (he excellent Treatise on the Police of the Me* 
trqfioli9i whichy though certainly exaggerated in some of 
the calculation9y deservef the attention of every man^ 
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nerous^ way of exerting the claims of nature and Agrari- 
an justice; and the hazard I run is the some as every 
patriot must lay open to, who excites revolutions, and 
proclaims the glad tidings of universal emancipation/ 
The one, as well as the other, is dfetested by all men 
who are blinded by religion, and the prejudices of the 
old school. It becomes, therefore, the part of eve i^ pa- 
triot, who would nobly resist oppression, to begin by 
counterabting the unjust distribution of property; and 
wcrei they all to a man boldly and heroicly to set out on 
the high road, they would sdon render wealth less se- 
cure, and its possessors less arrogant. It may be ob- 
jected, that this would not be so manly as at once throw- 
ing off the yoke of bondage : but till the march of senti- 
ment has proceeded to universal conviction, the next 
greatest good ought to be preferred to listless inacti- 
vity.* 

Such were my rejections while I stood gazing at the 
gibbet: I ridiculed the idea that it would act as a re- 
straint : it was in my eyes like the mangled body of Cae- 
sar, which only stimulated to revenge. I considered the 
poor victim as unjustly massacred by the iron-fisted law^ 
for thou|;h he had committed murder, that was no rea- 
s6n for coercion- in the code of political justice. 

My mind was impressed with a majestic and inde- 
pendent tone, resulting from those ideas. I felt myself 
roused to some arduous exploit, and a post-chaise driV- 
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I drew out my pistols^ and marched forward along^ 
the middle of the road, whicli the postillion pepceiving, 
spurred his horses, with ah intention to ride over me; 
MY'ith a stroke of my oak-stick I brought him down, and 
grasping the reins, retained the horses. The gentleman 
immediately fired, and missing me, I returned the shot, 
and a Iqud scream from a fen^ale caused me to think it 
took place. The horses taking fright, tore away from 
my grasp, and rode oyer the postillion, who was much 
bruised, and hud one leg broke. 

This unfortunate accident extremely chagrined me, 
but I consoled myself as piuch as possibfe with remem- 
bering, that partial evil will ever attach to general good. 
The immortal Siupeo, before he died, used to observe^ 
that nature in her fecundity, produced all things in su- 
perfluity, that much might be spared for the destruction 
of accident) as in the produce of animals and vegetables; 
and man, being nothing but a brute, was also supplied 
in greater numbers than sufficient ; in fact, that the 
death of two or three hundred thousand was a matter of 
no moment, and absolutely unworthy io fill the mind's 
eye a second in the contemplation of a great event. 

These arguments were clear as the broad base of 
truth ; for what man could walk out on a summer's day, 
if he feared crushing the insects in his path ? Or who 
could look coolly upon a revolution, if they valued tho 
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tires of iirdifiduald^wbo must be crushed by the ebuilL- 
tionsofthemotnem.* • *. . 

I rejoiced tbat tujr miud was superior to prejudice^ 
and tobcinaed forw'atdy after this little accident, with on 

high flow of spirits. I was on foot, and walked slowljr 
on, forgetting, that by this outrage, as it is vulgarly 
called) I rendered myself liable to account, when I heard 
behind me the clattering of horses. It was totally dark, 
and stepping a little from the road» that they tnight 
not run over me, I stuck in a muddy ditch on the other 
side. 

The splashing I made to clear myself caught their 
earS) and they quickly surrounded me prderin^^ me to 
surrender. I was in no situation to contend, for I could 
not extricate myself. I threw my pistols^over the hedge 
into a thicket of whins, and replied, that they might use 
me as they pleased, for death was infinitely preferable 
4© slavery. , 

I was conducted back on horseback several miles, to 
the nearest inn, where I was ushered into a large kitch- 
en. It was now very late being near three in the morn* 

♦ tde reader must observe the difference of the Vaga* 
kond*8 sentimenta^ which ia tht exact language of mO' 
dem Jacobina, . If one of their own Jiarty aufferafor hia 
Crimea^ it ia a maaaacrcy and muat be revenged by the 
moat aanguine examfilea ; but ifthonaandaare murdered 
by their own party ^ it ia then a petty ebullition of liberty 
'^nothingy compared to the great object they aim at. 
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ing» 80 tbat oaif twa maid-serTants lisre there^ with the 
three persons who had caught me. OBe» who had the 
iqipearanoe of a gentlemaay turned lae to the light 90 ex* 
asune my featurea* when I inataatiy knew him to be my^ 
father. 

< Great Ood?' exclaimed hci « who do I see? What 
dreadful late IS tim? Why did I not dk iiofore I had 
beheld thia hour { Bui fiar a tjwmhling « hand I sho«dd 
have killed my son; aaid that ion wouki hftvebeon spar* 
ed the guilt of murdering, hb mo^er I* 

A cold damp sweat gatheved on my, brow* I waa* ua* 
ttanned in a momenti notwiihatanding erery effort I 
could make, to preserve my neadution^-* Was. it not 
imprudent/ said l» ^totraTel>at Ihb hour? What bu- 
sinesa had you upon the noad ? And how could I know 
you in. the daik &om j^noaber I* ; 

« Ill-starred boy/ said he> shedding tears y < F^mL 
dence directed your airmagainat>your paren^S) ih«t .you 
xoigbt beh(4d> ia fulLUgbty thft hocror of your action«| 
and repesi !' 

^ NonasanseiV cried V ceooveringat tbisiimfiaaclmieni 
of truth. Doiyounot. know^thatf in Dhe eye-of em«n 
of sense, relations are no more connected thon the great- 
est ;ateangeca? Would Rome ever haiFobeen a repub- 
lic> had Brutius recoiled from ordeiteg his own children 
to eiMctttioB I Would Caesar have fiedlen had the se- 
cond Brutua been Med by thonamo of friend ? Or would 
any revolution happtfU) if brothers^ andfathers^and sons, 
feared to plunge the dagger in each others bosom ? The 
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mind that cannot leap over thes« paltry and prejudix 
considerationsi is not inspired with genuine patriotis] 
we must learn onljr to appreciate persons hy their 
trinsic value, and not by their titles, nomiriations, s 
connexions. 

My father, during this speech, had thrown him; 
upon a chair, holding his head in an agony of emoti 
which I did not wonder at, considering his prejudic 
«nd I regretted myself thaf so little good had been i 
duced by an action, which, had it occurred in full c 
amidst a tumultuous people, and in the bustle of a 
volution, would have rendered me eternally immof 
and handed my name down to the remptest posteitit] 
a dread to ty rants,^ and a text to &li dedalmers on 
sufferings of human nature $ as it was, it was only 1 
seed scattered • in sterile grbuncl* m^productive and 
score. 

< What shall I de?' cried my father^ suddenly start 
up. < Shall I, for the sake of eevere, but immutf 
justice, become the instrument of vengeance on 
son ? Shall I adopt his own maxims^ and rend at o 
fdltbe tender ties of nature ? Shall I burst all tti 
hands asunder, and consign him to public esecuti 
O Heaven ! can such a sacrifice be required of me, 
having given existence to such a tnonster? ^, 
get from my bight i 'fly • fly to the de&f rts of |be vol 
beyond the boundaries pf socips^, lei4(|he caitb C|)en 
jwallow yw4 aUve.* 
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se^' said ly ciaiiUjn * %rM| it is to be agitated with 
sse puerile feelii^ of kindred ; they unman the 
and when we should ttasou tuttonallyy ovennh^tm 
I vortex of passion. ) atn not so prejudited as to 
i that portion of libertj" you offer me : I will go, 
se I do nbt think that J( bavf yet fulfilled the great 
>n I have underjtakeii. In the present instance, I 
i see how the good of i^aiikind can be promoted by 
path: till we can see this, we ottght never volun* 
to march to th^ scafToldi or as the imaiortal Stu- 
lid ■ I — f-* 

erdition strikie him to^ cpoitre/ cried my fttheri 
3g with fury. 

s a folly to attempt reffsosdiig with modt&en; ttid 
I the two countrymen debating iphether they should 
me to pass, I put on a determined airi and walked 
y out of the hcti;ise. There is isomething imposing 
w£ul in the frown of a determined man, conscious 
innocences and I have little doubt but au hun« 
would have suffer^ nie to pass with equ^l impu- 

Qon shook off the chagrin this little incident had 
sioned, and having recovered my pist<dSf I thought 
aatt^ of icopinop precaution to sorike from the high 
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CHAPTER X. 



The Fagmkondc9Meiude€ kU Sicrt^tkeJSfiecti ^Jte, 
formatum m a country parmh^^'^^he Vugnbwid*9 m/k" 
iHiur qfSeduttion. . 

ON the fdllcHnng tidy I stopped a p08t*chaise in a 
. crofts road, which contained two ladies, and was driven 
by a lad. One of the women fainted away, and the ot^ 
was exc^ssWely frightened, t took notluDg tr^" 
purse, informing her, that she mistook, if she sti^ 
me a common robber; for, though I was wrUing 
qualize property, I did not wish to monopolize, 
aaying, i quitted her^ that ahe might as^st her tnse 
companion* ' 

ioooldnet buteaceerate the^ Whole system ol ... 
edtidatlcm, Which thus enervates the hmnan body ; it wv 
ing ra eteroalfactj that were women educated to all the 
ererctses of men, and, as my dear Maty used to say, so 
mingled with the world, that -every action wottid be per- 
formed promiscuously, sex out of the question, we should 
not have women faintbg on sudden emergencies, and as 
imbecile as iirfants. ^ 

What a gteiioteifcing would* bfe, if the whole fe- 
male sex would emancipate themselves from those Qr- 
rantsthe men, and enter equally into every concern of 
life \ We should then no l(Miger admire a beautiful idi- 
ot, but value them according to their mental charms and i 
|»ersonal prowess. It would also be a veiy great advan- 
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tageintlie article of Ibve, it being no inconsiderable 
trouble to a philosophical mind to bend to all the frivoli^ ^ 
ties of declaring a passion. 

By the exenions of my independent principles^ I ac- 
quired a sufficient subsistence; but I always made it a 
• rule never to put in my claim to a part of the universal 
stocky till necessity, which has no law, in some sort- 
compelled me. It was on one of those occasions I had 
the ^6od fortune to ineet with you, and I only lament 
that the immortal Stupeo w^s killed with a musket bul- 
let. 
< I lament too/ said Doctor Alpgos; < I should have 
^ dfeJjghted in the conversation- of so great a man^ who has 
'introduced so enlightfbed a pupil to the world. But let 
ui now retiro to rest; the clock has struck three, and* 
. to-i;norrow we will discourse further.* So saying,*tliey 
^ separated for the night : Frederick rejoicing; that he had 
at length found a man illuminated with the irnidi^ting 
principles^ of the new philosophy; which he the mor©' 
wondered at, considering the Doctor's yifd/ifrryj; fbr he 
had found the pupils T)f the ricW school, in general, a 
little short in financial affairs. i 

- The next morning the company met to breakfast; 
Laura was extremely lovely ; and the eyes of the phifo!r 
sophcr frequently repeated the observation. Susan sa' 
down familiarly to breakfast with them ; and the luxury 
of the times was ably descahted upon. 
Tea and chocolate, new bread and fresh. butter^ with 

M 
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rdieb ofeold ham »d ogg^s, c<)miK)sed the bceakAflt 
of these praotictl j^lov^ters. 

* Luxury/ cried Doctor Ajkig09 %t every niotttk&l. 
< 'viU betlie bene of tibie cemtigr; every tihttiig rkes to so 
enemote » jfmfj that a pe«r' men camaqik abeelntel]^ fet 
en eaisteiKe; we sball ber starved!' 

< It ie & dseadftd tfainf^ to tbidfc of it^ said Fredeiidit i 
^Iheutt ebga^ ceasidered whet could oceaeioii saidra 
xise iiiimei^ for nsta&ee ; tonserly we used to have the 
besi befif «b one pesBy a pemu^ aad iK»ir k is aiXf 
pence.' 

< I aiiprehend/ saidX^aiHia^ * tiiaf there are two rea' 
am: tbo increased GoaaumpliaB», aad' the increased 
ffamoi^Cy ot mcAoy. Fdrmi^rlf >> 4|nnc(r^h«yrQre he kill- 
ed aneah,hailtoeoittractwith:so manyf families: as couM 
purelnse the whole, not b€»ng able to place a depoBd- 
once on eli^nce custom y a fact that must give the lie to 
the tates of some peof^e, who woul4ma(« us believe 
that d^rtebourers fed upon roosted beef/ - 

< You are a li(do perverse jade» said the Doctor^ 'to 
dare contradict a ip"*' "' ^ me« Pcay^ how should ym 
knowwhat us^aiobe, who have not yet seen eighteen. 
eummersi-^You are a moth^inthe creadon y^t* I insist 
up!op» it that our peasants ace starved and famixushed>-^ 
Are not potatoes loid bacon, half theii support ^-^Answtr 
that' 

The Doctor enjoyed the triumph' of rhetoric over 
common sensoi but lAucat with, becoming defie^:ence,. j 
I'eplied, that it might be true> but that was even better 



thftn skimmed milk and oatmeal cake* whidi was for** 
merfy tke general fi>od, wkh a change of barley and rye. 
< Tbe pie(q[>le of England, then/ said she, * were subject 
to l^rosy and cutaneous diseasissi which hate van- 
ished since the introdtfction of tea. I grant that they 
Uv« hard, but it is what they iiave ever done; and wore 
it jMMsibie for them to see the peasants of otheih coun- 
triesy they would rejoice at being people of England. 
Not to mention the poner of life and death* possessed 
by most landed gentlemen on the continent, let us look 
at the. eastern nations, whose lower orders live upqn no- 
dunigbut rice, and particularly the Chinese, siq>posed in 
the Annual Register for 1789, to contain three hunskred 
mUlione of people^ whose lower orders, in-land, taste 
nothing but riot and water, and <hi the aea*coast n Htlie 

^ Bice and fish 2* said the Doctori * 1 am persijiaded 
ibey are both primitive dishes. Kee is the food of more 
than -half tiie human species, and savages on the sea* 
coasts universally eat fish. I am determined my table 
shall be fuini^ed with these productions of all*provl- 
dent nature; and suppose, ibr the sec^ond course, you 
give us a brace of roast capons and a iSW CftHI^*^ 

* For my part,' said Frederick, laying a slice of ham 
onhis bread and butter, and putting three lumps of su«r 
gar inio lib cup of chocolate, < it is to me a matter of 
the greatest indifference what I eat ; I ^^\ '^^^^^ffy^^' 
cense it is right to eat for the loping ou^|^|es ^ 
order. A fiunily' physician provt^s, that c£c half the 
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necessity of eating is io distend the intestines ; for t^hich 
purpose, any farinaceous paste is sufficient ; and I have 
an intention to try a pud^ng oi^arble Jlour ; for, if this 
proves true, what great exploits may be performed 
vrithout the trouble of ccrrying bread !" 

< For heaven's sake I' said Laura, laughing, ^ forego 
the experiment, or the images of Jupiter and Juno, in 
the garden, will be made into hasty-pudding f and the 
arm of Venus will have as much temptation as an haunch 
of venison.* 

' After breakfast, the Doctor requested Frederick to 
walk in his garden, and help liim to weed eome Hbeds of 
herbs. 

•"Do you think,' said Frederick, * after what I have 
told you, that I will degrade my dignity by a menial 
employ? that I will become a slave to till the ground?* 

< No/ reified the Doctor ; < you are a philosopher : 
I do not propose to you any such thing ; but husbandry 
is a primixive art, and'no disgrace when practised for 
exercise. I propose that we shall live together on a 
footing of equality, and that we shall endeavotir to en- 
lighten the people in our neighbourhood, erecting to 
ourselves a little republic* 

< The idea is grand and nbble^* ciied Frederick s * had 
we Stupeo here, his whole soul would enter into the 
subject. Let us begin this very day-^only let me ob* 
sf^^'I will be entirely independent.' 

>^ QC^J^\rse,* said the Doctonit— * Though I very much 
^esW^^^l never bring them to the standiird of na« 

\ . ■ 
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ttire. Thi9 Mand U Uve siak of slayery. Tiie visry 
elBtnents wim't let tha people go naked lil|i» thp Indiana. 
of Ameriejftk Wbat^Ml we da first towards bringing 
ii)oiit the freedom of man V 

* The first great action U> be perforoied, is to e^n* 
wee them of their wrongs— rto shew thqm they ought 
to gpvern the state; and that»if thc]^ da not recover 
their rights^the^ will be starred and enslaved^; and that 
i^U distinctions are badgjes of tyvann^r^ndnqt re wards of 
merit.' - " 

< BlU in^t pcont/ said the Boetor. < itapi>earsto 
me chea^r.to bestow titles and fibbons Uian pensions 
p-i.if there were no titles, the pension-list must incfeaae/ 

* And sii{}{iose it did;' ei^ied Frederick) ^ are we go* 
iog^ l^doi away alipcofiits and rQWarda ? Everjic niaii 
ahotfld labatif for tl)e retaking good.' 

* R%iM:, right,' answ^iped Ihe XHicton < Bub should 
^ Bot^sagi something en the Jirtifitef oi marriage^ We 
ahsdi ne^r ratrodf^e coal liberty' till we can do. away 
"^bat €Uy^i^ bapbaritf . There's Smsan> a good desert^ 

q^ ci^pature, just such another as Soasfi>e^'s Tei esa,: 

>Win. tfaB& tm^ we». that is,, ahe and I «->«<s^jMrU ^ndilr- 

^Am«-9*4»irt^«^ opinmaof lihe vorldil^mBrliitJiAeM 

CE^ventsdr iaf Itfks^j^itk licar as a raannor c^oageaial tft 

' fmi^j and as natnte apd rei^oaipQiac QM3l«t' 

Hear/ aat^Fftedemk» ^ tbe sffitknealii of tb»|i;reat 

osopher Stupeo: When tbe. djuMnctioDavaf $eetd^ 

11 be c6nfoanded> miA men shall cease to oj^propri- 

M2^ 
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ate % \?hole female to themselves-— /«;q. men might tm 
sily enjoy on«F woman, because it would be A ^r company 
they desired, and the «^9t^ii/gratific<nion would be c(^« 
side red as a trifle. Heasonahie men will propagate their 
species; net because a certain pleasure is annexed to 
this action but because it is right the species should be 
propagoted, and the manner in which they exercise this 
function will be regulated by the dictates of reason and 
<luty. It cannot definitively be affirmed, in such a state 
of society, who is the father of the child; that is of no 
consequence, I ought to prefer no human being to 
another because that being is my father, my wife, or my 
son.'* 

* What a glorious doctrine!'' cried Alogos: * one 
might then have as many concubines and children as 
they could procure. This very reason alone ought lo 
anake us detest monarchical government, where what { 
is called sacred engagements are obliged to be in some 
sort preserved. I will, this very day, tell the world 
that I disregard its prejudices, and Susan shall appear 
in her proper charge ler.* 

Poer Susan, who was an ignorant, vulgar girl, was so 
Intoxicated with the elevation from the cookery, that 
6he res^ved to exert the inborn Rights of Women, dis- 
claiming any longer ta superintend the kitchen; and 
the Doctor frequently cttr^d socictjf, which liad intro- 
duced luxurious dishes, . ~ 

^P^\.G6dmn*s FoUncal' Jiiiike, 4to. ftage 852. 
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^: Mean-while these two great men exerted > their en- 
.deavours to reform the parishioners^ anA4t was notion^ 
before the excellent efiPects of their doctrine became vi« 
sible. The chutxhes, those temples of priesicrfift and 
ignorance^ were soon left without visitors; and even 
.Uie elocution of a popular preacher could not assemble 
an audience. 

The two philosophers rejoiced at this dawn of rea- 
8on> and, the better to efiread the truth, elected a large 
bam into a Hall of Reason, where they undertook alter- 
nately to read moral lectures. — Frederick there clearly 
•proved, that all religion was the offspring of ignorance, 
resulting from ideas, mingled with impressions) ming- 
led with. realities; and that the first idea of a Deity was 
ta&en from a howling wind on a stormy night ; so that 
if he did not convince, he confounded his hearers. lie, 
~ lioweyer, proved beyond a doubt, that religion was not 
of the smallest benefit to mankind. "< It is true/ said he,* 
inone of his lectures, < that architecture was first carri- 
cd beyond the unpolished beam, and the unshapen stone, 
. by the enthusiasm of people to honour an unknown 
Deity ; but could aay thing be more absurd than to raise 
great piles of magnificence to nobody knew who ? ^ And 
what was the consequence ? Why, the great nicn then 
> would have great 'houses, and no longer live» as they 
* Used to do, in hovels of mud. It is true that astronomy 
was fi,rst studied for the sake of tracing the power of 
God in the creation; but. wliat has been the result? 
We have learnt to traverse the ocean> and send people 
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fr«m litirojpie' to* iytvauM eret tlie JyeofMle of AMca. 
ReSgionkideed gare btrthtoall llie iir;» and^atiencesj 
"htcwltm il was suppd^tod the Af€hicet^ of worMs must 
delight ill gaodcBf^ afiKf ereiy cost)^ oitifinient was 
deemed tee litUean c^thig te- his abode". Butt ift n^y 
opiMoty, this would better ha^ been g^^n to tMe starv-^ 
ing poor— no doubt the priests had their tithes ^ut of it. 
Here a leudburst of applause broke fbrth. h iis yoin to 
saf that meiolDS hav« been the preservers of Htwnuure; 
for, arche time they promoted i<^they had no intemioo 
tb benefir mankind, aitd kisr the intention which makes 
tbeiberit; You^ «% told that retigien tead^s aocaal 
duties; that it is wndng to ibjure your neighbour, for 
you shafi hetfeaftev be puoiehed; Who toid'fou.al] tlios ? 
A paced of pfieaij^ whom y^on pay to hold yetu in dark- 
nei^s. Are foe t)o beii»Te nhem, or I who instriict you 
fbrifovb^r I t^ ybu then tiha« there are no fotui^ 
rewardi$ and punishments. I< am certam that no man 
eao pvove i$i«t there dmr; and if you^ read the great 
bofok of Ktttatxve, it toas not say a wtml aheut it. That 
hith»book yoQ^ ought to studyi and bum your Bibles, 
if yeai wwiM enjiOf chr world without Ihe^e shocUng te- 
•eretioiwa^oiit ire and brimsix>»e/ 

Jibpwf lectures Kke these e^ild i»et butinftuenee the 
nanctirof the eountry people, who wondered^thef had 
bee» s» k>fig iaif osed upen« The Cur^ wae und^ 
the neeeselly^oC suing for the tithesy Ami the par aonage 
Wiis threatened with de^thoictiofi. 

Cor* iNid (>eefif dear s)^d scarce^ owing y^ a wcit i^- 
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son ; ' and to render it ckeap, a mob of patriots burnt 
down several stacks and bams, for which one was hang- 
ed and three transported* 

The Principles of Universal JEqufllity, and the Cate- 
chism of Nature, the one written by Frederick, and the 
other by Doctor Alogos, were printed and distributed 
gratis. The public houses had each a club, where thjs 
newspapers were subscribed for, politics discussed, and 
ale consumed with genuine liberty; by which means 
those heretofore ignorant people became warm advc" 
cdUa'iov freedom, and declaimed about the inborn re a* 
son of the humble soul, till all reason was suspended in 
hilarity, and the whole company levelled to a state 6( 
BVfiniah equality. 

They now cleirly perceived that the times were the 
worst thdt ever Old England had witnessed \ for they 
bvery day found themselves less able to maintain their 
bmilies ; and so far from being capable tp pay their 
rents, they had scarcely money sufficient to support 
theduby OQ which depended the salvation of their co^n* 
try. 

Ixf rain the gentlemen of the parish endeavoured to 
stay this torrent of philosophy. Man only requires to 
be told his rights to know them, The young men co« 
pying the example of Doctor Alogos, were not to be 
bifbbled out of a fee by the priests, and the wives be** 
came what is vulgarly called lazy and slovenly, but 
which in the language of refined philosophy, is indCt- 
pendent, and superior to preju^ce. 



TUngs in'oceeded thus ndrnkMY ^ ^ parisbi wherei 
but A Iktie time before^ all had gone on in'the old tracks 
where contented and ignorant Sunilses depended on 
their ovmlaboury and were ao proud of the cfaildiah ti- 
tle <tf Englishmen, that thef detested a work-house so 
long as health and strength remained. BtU now they 
•f^w clearly, that, according to the RightBqfMinj every 
one had a just demand for support from the communityi 
after a certain age, and thereibre to work &r a rainy day 
was as absurd as it was old. 

The poor rates multiplied so &st upon tiiote who 
atill continued to support the Gothic prejudices of their 
anceatora».that aeverdi heretofore fiourishitig families 
were obliged to quit the parish, and their letrma m« 
maincd unoecui»ed. ^ 

Frederick) in the meom tinie» hadendeavtmred Jto cul« 
Irate the affeptioiis of liaura; hut though he gained 
upon her hearty her head resialed. all the arguments of 
his pbifeaophy. it was in vain he traduced the cusmn 
oiimarriage ; she remained wedded to the blind princi- 
ples in which she had been educated. < For/ said she, 
^ were I to beconftc yotlr ^omfiamMjor that of airf other 
man, when I shall perhaps be surrounded with two or 
three children, a moment's disgust may leave me with- 
out a partner. Till it is the tehion ferxnen to mai^ 
tain the children ofothers, m> woman in lier senses 
would permit the pasnon of a man unmarried^ becnuse, 
though he oouldrange and select »other, she must re- 
main ibrlom and abandoned.' 



» 
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*Thit si^^poakion/ said Frakfkkt ' tbati mott have 
a companion for life> is the resnh o£ a tmKglA^ 
caciao oC vkes: It is tiie dictate ef cow«^k:e9 
and not of fortitude : It flova from a dewe oC iM^ 
leted and ealeemed for aoxnelliing Aajfc ia not desert. 
The iaatimcioD ef aQarria{;e is a system <iffrou4f aad 
mes irbe tnrtf^y nMmd their ju^gnwofs in the daily 
affinra of thetr Ufey w31 always heve a crippled judg* 
meat ill ey^fy ether cmxcem.«-Marriage is IbW} «ndfhe 
firores pfaUlmos, Whfttevcr our undcasiaaidiRga may 
teU ua ef the persen from whose ceaneaaen we shewkl 
derive t^ graatest improvement} of the worOi of ene 
woman) and the demerits of a&ather, wa are cfMiged to 
conaidar what is tow^ and not what is justice. £a hng 
4M ItetkPo tngroH onv woman (& mf^e^fi and firoMit 
^y neighbour frtnti firvving ki& eufierhr Outn^t and 
veufrntg thtfiviu afte^Iani guilt f of the imjH odhus ^ 
Mmsno/UiUe9*^^ 

< Do yott* wiib me/ said liaiir% '^ ti^ amppose you 
speak serious^ ? Tew are ^veamisgy Frsdeii^, or yea 
aitt mad or wevse. To ^ nothing of the mofai turpi- 
tugieef such in&moiis and krotha doetrinest I shevdd 
like to know if there is one single rapublicaii ki th« 
kingdom^ who, however he might wish te indulge Mm*' 
a^^iaaudi license^ woutd permit liia moth0r) hia^iHfe* 

* Afur 9uch awntenee a» thk^ mhkHuin: €f^dvM€ 
BoUtifol J»e^d, the re^d*^ wrA fiaf m^mt ike mMor 
€^ exaggerating faciei 
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hisihter, or his daughter to lire promiscuOQsly like 
beasts of the field ?' » 

< And are men not by nature brutes, as the mighty 
Rousseau has proved to a demonstration ?' 

^ L et us take itso/ said Laura, with a sigh : < what 
mil be the result ? We should see half a dozen throats 
cut for a pretty woman, for then the law would be no 
check on licentious appetites. But, Sir, reflect if what 
i say be not true. Your reformers in general arc men 
of broken ioitune, fiery passions, or eccentric dispositi- 
ons. You would cast aside restraint, because you are 
too great tyrants yourselves to submit to the govern* 
ment of others ; as, for instance, Doctor Alogos was one 
of .the best tempered, humane men in the world, till he 
took to those whims fix>m the loss of a law-suit ; and 
now, though he is always telling us we are slaves, and 
have as much right as the men to every freedom, y^t, 
if every article in the house, to the smallest trifle, is not 
in exact order, we hear nothing but execrations, which 
.once he was afraid to utter. -But, in the present case, 
I do sincerely believe, that those men who preach up 
promiscuous intercourse of sex do it merely to covjpr 
their own depraved desires, and avoid the stigma of the 
world by rendering it common.' 

* I am very sony,' sai^ Frederick, < that you argue as 
if you had never heard the great doctrines of philoso- 
phy. Had you heard my Mary on this subject! per- 
suasion hung upon her tongucj-and the self-demonstrat- 
ed axioms of moral science flowed from her lips. ** It 
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IS difficult torecomtnend any thng to iodiscriminato 
adoption/ cixitrary to the established rules and preju- 
dices of mankind; but ctrtainly nothing can be so ridi- 
culous upon the face of it^ or so contrary to the genuine 
march (^'sentiment, as to require the overflowing of the 
soul to vait upon a ceremony, and that whichi wherever 
delicacy and imagination exist* is of aU things most sa- 
credly private, to blow a trumfiet before it, and to re- 
cord the qioment^when it has arrived at its jclimax.*'* 
/ * Excellent!' cried Laura, breaking into a laugh; 
* this is sheer bombast, and putting into hjrperbolic lan- 
guage what might have been said in simple iwords. 
Can any thing be more imfiudent than for a woman to 
marry^ because by marrying she teUs the world tliat 
shc^ has conformed to its customs in following the pur- 
poae of her creation ? Whereas, if she despised all ita 
niles, trampled down those barriers to lust, modesty^ 
and morally, and became a firo%titute^ she is modest 
In the extreme, because she did not tell the world be« 
forehand she was going to be ruined. With regard to 
tiie trumpet and the climax, it is not a practice in our 
country^ wiiere marriages are frequently performed with 

♦ Memoirs qf Mrs. WooUtonecrqft Godtvin. A Re* 
view saySf my treatment of Mrs, Godwin is brutal. If 
repeating verbatim her own sentiments be brutality^ then 
am I guilty. But if sh^y mean that sue^ sentiments 
brutalize a womanj I cannot helfi that, 

N 
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tttt &tt€nt seciecjr irbteh ehries even file questkoft 
of friendihip.* 

• Tliere is tio HMMonhig wA ironeib' cried Prede* 
ntky in a pet; - tfa^ iMiFe fto soiile cafNiUe of recelvuv 
tlie neiir light of intdiatfaig fttieneoi which is hreakiig 
ihrotigh the mists of superslitioa uid ignonuice* How 
Ibw are like my Marjry free in thought and hi attion ! 
She was a wondeHiil wbtnah) and despised the jests of 
tlie world : she knew» that in reality there Waa no differ* 
enbe of sex in sbnlS) but that education xDiade women 
fools and idiots/ 

< Tou liave often/ said Laura^ ^ talked to me in tUs 
. s'irain ; you have told me that women are no otherwise 

inferior to men than, by education; but to me there ap-^ 
pears an humbling diflPerence-A-Hate they not to bear 
^d bring children inter the world i Are Ukefr not then 
ticifdown to the routine of a nursery ? Are not aU dieir 
employments necessarily domestic ? And does not lUi- 
ture seem to have pointed to this end in the dispositk)n 
of their frame ?*«-Men9 in all countries^ take upon, them 
the ruder employmentSi umI it is only an eccentric soid 

that would i^ishi in the frenzy of imagination, to blend 
the sexes/ , 

< But wdmen, with their present iueaknesi qfintelU 
are not capable of teaching cluldrentheir dutiesi and 
tlonal philosophy/ 

M wiir^obte you a pai^ge/ said Lauray < from a 
droll book of reveries ihy uncle lately boughtycaUedte 
Bights of Women. In page 148, I believe you will 



taaA tiifse m^>^ Tbe iQii^u|(CiO(|^pt- of tijLCt t€tnp^% 
tlie iQrst. mid mof^, iwjiywtiipi branch c^* M^<f^tb9jTe* 
qiiices the $ohn\H9^dy tym t^n^Mon,: % pl^n of conduct 
#^tal|[j dia|^ from tyami/l And iDdulgeoce. I have 
IbBowed: thU tram erf te^^^qsfing nppH <f^'^(bel:a tpV I hs^Ti^ 
pbodju^^ thai a,i^^t99^r^riiiMt it^^ mp^f im/iroficr 
fi&raon to be employed in education, either priya|,e or 
public." 

From this quotation Wf^ may infer two conclusions : 
Ffrst* that a person of ^T^tiM possesses not the %tead%^^ 

9ober eye iif reagent 9d4 H^P^^^^ ^^^ yonr pretended 
pUlosqihersy reformers, and men of profound genius* 

iif Tt Qfoi |M ]iof,9imm* ss^wm^^Y w/©©^- 9e- 

«H«^*ft Allonji^ «:9i|p»i t« bs, prj«ty. idiots, they M 
tte most proper to gire, ecMlf 9^WR^ fQd jA^e less genius 
diey possess, the greater is their qualification: and in* 

4e^l 4Bjgb^.die»ir ;i ti4cd 'wSmm»i that ppam^ w% 

ting pi|I^P!^crc<)iiti:adiaifi9ft ans unworthy n9U9« <» «i* 
thersi4i(.! 

< Oh ! ' cried Fredeiick^ * were the great Sti^o here> 
he iroidd . hrii^ arguments that would incontrovertibly 



* Prove yHMV sai4X^aura: < prove himself a greet€[r 
fixrf than the pupil.' ^ 

'No/ cried Frederieky ^ pro:ve that you are the 
chi^mkigest pretty UhA in the world.! 

Thus th^ great oopyisi of one of the greatest philoso- 
phers duvt have gUttered inihe, eighteenth century, des*. 
€«d(^ Irom tbo pinnacle pf loieUec$ to tell a girl what 
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her glass told her.eTeiy momi&g. Butf as Voltaire has 
admirably proved, by a few arguments in about a hui> 
dred different places, and Rousseau demonstrated by 
practice with the idiot Teresa, it is a fact, that great 
heroes, great poets, great philosophers, metaphysicians} 
and ballad-makers, haye all become fods to please fool- 
ish women. 



CHAPTER XI. 

« 

Reaaon9 for peofiling the vforld^sjiecimen q/ 'the Sub' 
limc'^the conaolationa qf Philoaofihy in Disafifioint' 
mcni'^the immutability of Truth, 

FREDERICK was discomposed beyond the dignity 
of a philosopher at the perverseness of Laura : he be- 
gan almost #o think that women were beings made e:iL* 
pressly forthe pleasures of men, a gilded toy, which a 
great metaphysician and philosopher might condescend 
to play with when he quitted the Hall of Contemplation, 
and ventured from the paths of intellectual ramblhig to 
the gro^s pavement of life. 

Hvi mind was perpetually bent upon the great wprk 
of reformation, and thiB perfection qf jurisprudence^ ex- 
cc/it when he mused upon the pretty lip of Laura, which 
frequently dimpled with an inimitable smile, and thfit 
smile was not the vacant smile of cltildishness— 4t was 
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a smile of meaning, expressive of^dme fine sensation of 
mind, brightening the whole countenance, and lighten* 
iDg the eye with the intelligence of good sense. 

* I know not} said he to himself^ as he rambled over 
the fields^ < what to make of this girl ; she reasons as 
if she had reason, but it is quite in the old style. What^ 
is this love? What would my dear Stupeo define it? 
A passion* that» like an optic glass, inverts ils pbject. 
Ah I now I am satisfied she does not in reality possess 
any good quality : it is my passion which deceives me, 
and she is no more an angel than the rest- of her sex. 
All her virtues are only like 'colours in objects, merely 
rays pressed in different'angles upon the eye. She her- 
self is a blank, a mere white sheet of paper ; and it re- 
mains fir me to -stamp upon her any character I please. 

•As to beauty"— what is beauty? Ask a negro of Gui- 
nea what is beauty, the supremely beautiful, he will 
answer you a greasy, black skin, hollow eyes, and 
a fiat nose. Consult the philosophers, they will tell 
you some unintelligible jargon for answer— they must 
'hav« something correspondent to beauty in tlie ab- 
sti^.' 

Having thus used the light of human reason in tation- 
al argument, Frederick determined that Laura must and 
should be his, not for his own sake,'b«t for the promoti- 
on of freedom, and the spread af the truth. 

* It is the universal good and greatest resulting be- 
nefit we are ever to have in view,* continued he : * a 1 

N2 
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■ ^ a 
the great men of the eightccntb century teli us w€ 

xnust not regard any contingencies^ these being only 
partial and unavoidable evils. It is.pjain the >vorldmust 
be peopled; for if it is not peopled , we . philosophers 
would have nobody to revolutionize, and logiciaqd igno- 
rance, would be tantatnount to the same. This .then is 
the self-demonstrated hypothesis : this then b the gi^ad 
basis to build upon ; and as all things depend upon peo- 
pling the world, it follows, that to people the worJd.is 
;bc most meritorious action of life. But how am. I to 
c ontribut^ to tlus greatest good, if Laura persi^s^tnher 
notions of matrimony 1 It is ixti possible. Ishpuld then 
surrender my freedom^ and freedom is even a. greafer 
good tkan life itself. Some middle way mustbe 40vish 
cd i and though I abh6r giving pain to any creatui^ un- 
der the heavens, yet I must not beideter^:ed from, pec* 
|!)ling the world, by the tears, faintings, and f rettings 
of a woman who even does not know the great magdims 
of philosophy. What are tears? mere bubbles of. wa* 
ter emitted from a particular sthnuhis of the netves of 
the eye : Womfen have weaker nerves than men^ f^^" 
fore tears from them are more common. As to faiftng? 
4hat dso dependson weak nerVes/: Some will faint at the 
sight of a rat. Well, I cannot help the irritability orft he 
nervous system :— A charming idea indeed I that, be- 
cause women have weak nerves^ the world is not to be 
f)ebp}ed ! Besides, am I not a philosopher ? Yes : I 
liifve, and I wiU rise far above human nature. :llave J 
not seduced the mistress of my friend? Have I not 



been the m^atis oftft pretty girl and insrifatherifierkii* 

' ing m; ^^flamsest Have I not led a mob ta burnc^ioifn 

the metimpplisnof Great 'BTliain ? j Havel notinduced a 

wife' to tietrayiier-iiiisband|irhich caused his own and 

l^sehiMrei^^s death? Have I^ not lost^three^^^oaad 

balf my little finiper in the cause of liberQr ^ Jifcf e TI 

rROtiiiQrdered my own mother ? And shall i3£ tears 

«ld^iai«eiitiii|^: of a !girl prevent my marching forwatij 

i^iirthe higiirroftd of aU*irradiating science^ and peppixag 

theworld I / . 

'^*«0 Phitos6phy i howfew can contemplate thy sub- 

• lim^and'terrific features: Thy &et stand upon the 

-ipoles of the world"— thy head is cinctured xound with 

nubilated exhalations, whose volcanic enftrailsemitthun- 

4«r^s and lightnings that scatter all e^xistenoe axouad 

tiiee, and hecatombs ofiiofidels iand^urdoiis t^ien :fiTe 

reared or dispersed tby the cataclysms^ of 4tby>3cientific 

' fuhninalroiis. When shalUhexatems ofmankind tef de- 

crepitated by the furnace of truth). ignited by ^the iMbl- 

lows'i^^jreason? . When shall the inganndti(His dfipxe- 

j udlce:l3e delacerated> and -the catachresticalreasonings 

of facmorous aristocrats be dispanded bythezcttetic ^i« 

* 

Titof the eighteenth century'?* 

ifromthfl prodigious flight dt^thenruesublimeiettd 

<ufnatelligible, Frederick suddjenly ^descendecl to ithc 

consideration of more common action t simply^xhowhe 

'might, promote the increase of niankind. It appeared 

/Tiovvery easy task to do ^way^the. qualms > of comr cience 

in a modest girl/unlesi iQdetd^he ccouldc^Tn^^dis^ Wt 
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that tbere was no' such thing as consdencei which was 
atlisk of no great difficultf for a modem philosopher to 
uodertake. Another small reflection occupied him, for 
he saw that he must proceed upon the principles of de- 
ceptkfi* and what then became\ ^f immutable truth ? 
ButjHfweighing over the maxims offiolUical justice^ 
he fouiid that deception was extremely moral in affairs 
of love, and he was more than ever enamoured of the 
new philosophy^ which seemed calculated for the com^ 
fort of man. 

He began with Doctor Alogos,* whom he soon con- 
vinced of the non^entity of conscience ; that reason was 
the only guide to truth, and p&ssion the index to plea- 
sure. Launt) the blind prejudiced Laura, was not to be 
wrought upon by the profoundness of his reasonings and 
the si^lty of his logic.—' Though I feel myself une- 
qual to answer you,' said she, > that by no means ieSn 
approval of your arguments; fori well know that by 
argument we can neither prove nor refute many things 
which yet we feel to be or not to be. . For Instance, you I 
•may tell me I am ten feet or oiily ten inches high ; that 
my sight deceives me ; and you may confound me with ^ 
arguments to p^ove your assertion. But all those ar- I 
gun^ents will not change my opinion.that I am only j^ve 
feet highi nor w^l you persuade me that I have ho con* 
science.* 

One fine glowing evening, when the country wasyel* 
lowed over with harvest, and the birds chirped amongst I 
the hedgeS) which were hung with stalks. of loose coro^ 



THB VAGA^Vl^. 147 

Frederick and Laura took a walk to some distaacet and, 
as it is very natural) discoursed on love by the way. : s 
' Frederfck exerted aU'his eloquence upon the usual 
subject; but seeing that he made no impreasiony he 
tranMed into the more'tiatural language of common- 
placC) such as has been the practice "of all lovers sinoe 
the flood) and such as will continue to witi the hearts of 
the fair, till philosophy shall introduce anew set of 
ideas and sensationsw---f I will/ said he; ^ charming Lau* 
ra, adopt your side df the question^ for *Teally:metai^- 
sics do not altogether satisfy the heart* 

< Were you toforsake your wild opinions,'- sai«lLai|- 
ra, i you would become zxi agreeable member of sotiir 
cty/ 

* It is you/ he replied) < who must make me so ; It 
is you I shall look up to for instruction; but remenib^ 
the sentiments of Rousseau in his Emilius. If women 
be fbrmed to please, and be i^ubj^cted t^ man, it is her 
place doubtless to render herself agreeable to him in-, 
stead of challenging his passion: the violence, of i^s 
desires depends u^n her charms } it is by means ^pS 
these she should urge him to die exertion l>f those pow- 
ers nature has given him. The most successful me-~ 
thod of exciting is to render such exektion necessary ¥y 
resistance, as in that case self-love is a<ldid todeture, 
and the ode triutiiphs in the victory .which the otheria 
d>liged to acquire.' 

• These sentiments wefe wottbf a Hlu^Olury/ repli-> 
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edlilMii^ < tkey eaiie, M 4cMMily irimi from ite k^ 
of Rdttsstau/ ^^ * 

< fest^ said Frfdevkk^ < from tin^ author^ Boisa we 
aliould expect attong expreiaiooa,4wEt thej arenet^i^ 
ilieleas true. Vo«i Mvo r«ad^luaiira,ifcat ehataiJag r6» 
nuMce. Wliat didyo«^feahit dicljl^«^^Hi»^ ^Iom f M 
a wordf dUl not the iiFhole perfenttance-aet ynt wMe 
•ooltonfire!* 

^)to>* rep&ad Laura; * I taw ihrougli te iopbiaiiatf 
jargon of thtfMdfe laagnage. I beheU oniir i^ aiitt 
jfho kept a millUicr, eodeavoiiffi&g'to jua^fyUaaclioM 
totba wofMby 4niwfaig a fif 17 pietiii«» totally. mttnUii. 
lld]Foa tbit^ thoie la a mania the world lan Wi^aurf 
And 'wbal waa St. Preaux but a precioaa sentimeptil 
raaealt who, under tlie aaackioB of |1m aaoal aae?cd fiiand- 
abipi plundera a Mietmg taVe^audi gnd^ and UOt$ $li 
the -while aboittiPirtae^aDdceleatialii|ao£fiil€o2^ 

'IK'edoriek itfiisd tf tMi discourie that teMkoidd net 
easily contaifiinKte tiicf polity of her ^umI ky the w^ 
duction of voloptuous siikjei;t% for^ke rimew of no b6A 
Biorelikefy to introduce a dewe of diwpation <tkan the 
o^kraM Eioiaa of Boitticao :*'ke thcteiere lesdved 
CO supply his want ofiwrstti^oiirky mlcnce, b^livHag 
wkh thoao liberttea ofti»i aHowed^ tmiuafNnakinatbiw- 
log Um off Ida guards ketextfced thkt proweaa wkkh 
meii am «idow)ed iiitl>i(>r othttr puiiNma;^ 
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Sw deeeiv«fed) tiatm ndt Mug «« iMmh pmy 
i£f»lrf6ii ^Mch 4diiiBh from tile lcw€b. 
n pliilotd|i4ier 11^8 eoofatmded a| • rfiMslaiiee 1m 
te npMiei^lntim the 4KAulh :Agmrt nf ib^teM^ 
ttig «fo1Mi*liis heftii In ^eiil i»exatkm it lief keM 
lehei; for MtfmelM JuielNPMtf ttniets iliras in 
MgftlUMt of hiahetok ttid patTM^tittWBtiins. . 0e 
Aed)inatane of iraicemticbvbeiieath Hie ^gni^ 
ihood «> ftceon^aiijr her hoeAe^^lMH shefMteecl Ue 
ijfith superlative dli^aiii. 

tiHfBed «ita)r to philoeo{4iiae» i^ call to ]»»«id 
ctrines of Stupeot so chagriaed li^a he at tfio 
K»miil«Dt) ihat he ahnost resolved ney^r agam t» 
It himself before i>octor AlogosjoOyftt again' ht 
tedi that it ivas unworthy a great man to stoop to 
iitsi it being more ki the order ^ Nature tiiat aj&- 
s should bend to themi 

be walked forward^ wrapped in Mu9iugntekmch0ty§ 
im of satisfaction daited across biaaiin4-«^ Wh)r/ 
&, faiternallfi * ma I so grieved al ft4rifiiag dis^ 
itment ?— *I| who am a being IndepeBdent of the 
rse^ In bow few fears will dsge destroy the a^pe* 
r pleasure^ and I sballihen regret ootlmving Utade 
advantage of the fleeting momeiftt; Did I bow 
so the Idohof prieatcrafty I might be deten^d from 
mions^eailed eHNTifs^bf Ae dread of Ature pu** 
efit$ but it 18 the belghc of tnoridsb blin&iesa to 
setttJBiPeieaiqrMcb things aaliitttr^ 
im persoaded, f 'lift *«ertiliWii«ff«MaMttd ^ ibt 
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give credit'^ such shocking doctHnes, or it w 
impotuhle they could act as t}iey do.— -What 
coiild undertake a wnmg cause ? What guardiai 
ruinthe orphan under his care? What wife wo 
tray her hushand ? What son would disohey his 
What &ther would ruin his family with variety 
cess ? . And what young man would, for the plei 
half an hour, cajole, with false oaths and profes 
fair, helieving-tender-hearted girl into a misery \ 
end only with her life ?— No ; I am certain, if 
believed any thing of revealed religion, none 
could happen. Then shall I be trammelled^by su 
sideiations? O Philosophy ! divine light of th* 
thy consolations never fail in the hour of distres 
ware, says Paul, lest men spoil you through ] 
phy and vain deceit ; but Paul was an old woma 
Imtw ni!Khm^ o£ eternal aleefi,* 
, Having th^s confirmed his .mind in these del 
princ^iles, be fell re-assured to his purpose, and 
ed his thoughts to suggest the means of subduing 

Liaura informed her uncle of the great design 
vagabond Philosopher; but that disciple of tl 
^hool only cooly btd her be cautious, for not 
pature could be more naturaU 

Frederick was surprised to find the Doctor i 
spirits; and no hint beiffg dropped concerning hi 
a^empt, he already concluded Laura in his poa 
He retired ^rly to hed to digest his plan; and n< 
aiile to sleep, he tumbled about tU midnight, v 
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alarmed vitU a grating, noise at the windcRv b(sne«lth 
him. He listened* and- fancying be heard footsteps, a« 
ro^9 and was proceeding down stairs with a poker' in 
his bandy when two men ascending, presented ptdtols at 
him, with threats oflnstant death, if he alarmed the faouse^ 

< Am I to be deterred from speakmg the truth r said 
Frederick: * a truly yirtuoi^^ man will proclaiiyi th« 
truthf amidst an host of foe|/ * n 

^0«i-«n my glims/ said one of the ruffiaiHb ^ y<^u ara 
a rum quiz ; but I suppose he is dreaming/ 

^ It you will tell truihp' said the other} Vtell lis whei*« 
the old €odger hides his ca«h.* 

* Truth/ replied FredieHck» ^ is invariable : the great 
Stupeo declared that no circumstance could change its 
efibetsiand that U must be spoken at aH times/ 

< Wdl , out with it theut and no qualms/ 

• In lore/ continued Fredericki with aan^/rM ^ wo 
may conceal the truth because it i% an allowi^blrdecep«' 
tion to deceive a girl to her own benefiti^nd the aug« 
mentation of mankind. But»for the sake of wealth) 
dross, trashy rubbish * ■ - - -. / 



^ D-— e' cried the first/ * you are a devillish runi one i 
only tell 4)s where we n^y find the rubbish) and less of 
the gab/. 

< This rubbish/ cried Frederick, * the bane of sode- 
ty , the^cause of all unnatural accumulations, of all the mi^ 
series of suffering man ; what is this to truthi eter- 
nal and immutable truth V 



gPQid^ (m!mfAmttiJkiamlAmm>pto:i$amyb itei evil you 
Uiisei^^ciii t^Uiym thatfift tiift font pMrkiur thereMirbaitt 
DQies to the amount of fift]r<|»undB|^i«{d7ti]&t^<iifiti)il<m^ 
ti9fy!^^9Ui;.iHil'^lte!^i9 Ml e<|eitoeatlaii|ibec«»e?3^t>stek 
^here the nt^u^!^4B.tmo!0»M^i9^mgMii. ; dkyt t^fl 
Allt elU fiWd^ ttet Jbeii%ilii6.caee^ ind IM e^iiik>ta- 
tjon beisg a lie, according, to Dr^ JMe^'f>''tttDtxtiile^td 
ieUr9f0i9ittiiat/W4&^l|Nf bed-^dlieltthkifiooinVdn.'tfiiefte' 
c<md floppy ]» an ivoa 'C^e^-nnliefe ToUi^l^iidl) tfaer arii 
mainder, an4rt)ii» itiseleantsr <dt«MiiBt«itted tltet fuT. ti 

< Aye, aye,iclea^efioiigbrxmditK^l3|ie7e8,,d6il^Cda]r 
$l^word OMH'e-ivTgo back t0Kmi^J<M^ a 

SftMiid akin/ 

I am ne^iri^bligedr^ saidPTederidk to Mmseifyrtx) run 
^ hazards ip proclaimng trjath: wlfeoh >kr not Teqniredi 
Perhaps these patriots intendtanuifldertherolti Doctor s 
wjeld supp(Me;tl4e7 do^'^hat wil>hi^tli^ite!t9aith%-cdnse« 
quences^? , IgnorantrunilliuniAed i^eoplieyiii stating this 
line and metaphysical argument, -would talk aboutgrad* 
tude*-«>that4& totallyeyploded in'poiita:^ jufiiice. A 
^errant «»ight.urge .hi&Miig obUged l» server trisriaaf^ 
t^r, but Lam na s^rvaiitf /^tnd^raepvenk'woiildrb&eon-^ 
deronedif he did not assist to*d6«Mioy^liiSimaster^^tta 
ause of truth) by thenewrtystem. But what possible 



ls.ha notoQCMof.usi.^. I&.he hot ao ei4igiitQn«drpkhilosa- 
^^r. of the.. «i§)ite«ah * <;enttti*|r ^ HaiiM . alneiMdy- ctt* 
Bffd three oriour riQtB>ia thC: p^icisb, -^4^^ eendered . tlie 
Ij^pleao dUaatisfied}. thatnthef wlU oeith^** work>nQr 
{^aj.. , ^ A I'fiYoItttiaa. Jieems^maturin^lB tbis* little. spot^ 
tbatfiHall .Ugbtthe torcli'^f Ubeciy alUMrer Eoiiope.: and 
ftUall this man be culQS.h^meskmhas/^4ua^m9^^ 
xo, |jrstemiM4C depK^<iatioiir^iiiea > who. do n^t^eesaito 
^i^ndipr upon, principle 1 No r^t^vwMot>b^tf|»»;mce 
.wo^auffor inhis tossr 
^TJB^ f^gumemji wei« cgnriiKing^^ and^. h& biateiiea 
wi^l^^t^ po^^crJa hia baud to. the Gbaiaber.WPho rob* 
^b«i^,'hi^drawiMMil tbo chesty and/einplied ita contentsi 
wb^Q/Qo(Uor^ AlogofAwalUBgy Tbe^eoi to call Aloud for 
aaaiataace^'^nd the^. robbers swore they woak) out his 
tbroat jif be^ waa root oiieiit. At that inslMrt Frederick 
.Iffirit. into the poonly and one of the thieves fired|4i«t 
ims&ed bim. .A blow ^ the poker tore offihe rascals 
ear>-and shook his arm so rudely, that the phitol fell to 
the fioor, and the Doctor liaving reached a btoiderbtsse^ 
they hurried away, carrying with them the notes and 
cash, with which they^ &}led their pecketSf swearing th^ 
woi4^ shoot whoever attempted to follow themv 

^ My dear Frederick,* cried the Doctor» - embracing 
him, ' you are a brave fallow* and this favour shall not 
go unrewarded i you may always rely on my friendship^' 
< Friendship T exclaimed Frederickf ^ Has fear cloud- 
ed your inteUect&i Friendship is well enough £>r board- 
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iog'^Bchodl girls) i^ho Kfe plotting intrigues* VoU : 
Esteem me for tnjr intrinsic value^ and not because I 
done y&u a service* No man ought to return C&you 
favour^A^that is ah old obsolete dbctriuei donC awa; 
tireix b/ the new politttal justice* Heai* the great 
timents of the great Stuplto on favours i^ It ma 
objected/ said hei ^ that A mutual eotumeree of t 
fits tends to increase the mass» or euba lumpi of I 
voltAt aetloiH and that lo i&oraaie the me«« ofboaev 
aciloii la to contribute to the general good i Indee 
the general good promoted by falsehoodi by trai|l 
manof eii# degrti of worthi as if he had imtimfi 
i^orth i or, as If he were in any degi*ee dlffisreut 
what he really is f Would not the most benaftolal 
uquences result from a different plant from my 
sternly and e»rf{\i]ly infjuiring into the deserts ( 
those with ^hom I amconnect^di and from their. 1 
9Vre, aft^r a certain altovmnc^ for tlie infallibiJity o 
man judgment} of being treated by me exactly as 
deserved? Wliocan tell the effectsof such a plar 
temlly adopted ?'s ^ - 

^ Not even the profound Stupeo himsdf, ' said 
tor Alogoa, \ I very much fear we shall never a 
at that perfection of knowledge, so as to be sure an 
uncertain of the <juantity of merit r had that gi eal 
lived, he would, no doubt, have made a baron 
which, upon being applied to the object, would inst 
settle to the ^xact degree of worth.* 

♦ GQdmn'a PoliUtal Jnatke, page 86. 



•The idea is origtna)/ cried Frederick) *aad I^am 
persuaded be would' have attempted its completiooy . £Dr> 
mind in that case would overcome matter* Alasl what 
has the ^orld lost by the death of such a mani wlio on* 
If was rescued from the gallows to be shot in ariot« O 
Fortune I what a jilt, art thou to men of genius aul aci- 
ence.^ 

< Nodikig more true,V said the Oott<M*, withaai^. 
«Here ta an end of our great projecls <Qf v^niiatk>n, 
ibr my rents corner in very slowly, the wretcJies declitf^ 
iog thej^ have a right to the ^ground i;^iit free, and here I 
have lost five hundred pounds/ 

< It is the vHe government we lire under/ aidd Fre- 
derick; < a monarchy is a mere excrescence, trnd^ii dis- 
ease in the body of society : the wars i( occastonst afi4 
the lavish revenues by which; it is mdiiil»ined» mate it 
unhearable* Ah ! if ^fe oQuld By bom ila eidls and to- 
assume therprimltive sianplicityof mtnlundi if weocluki 
shake off all sorts of goverosxienta» aiad live to ourselves 
as independient and rational l^eingS) we should then pay 
no taxes: Laura should be my. companioBtand S^isan 
yottfs :-«there beneath \pit trees of our own f^lantinp, 
WB shoaU m and talk of love : beneath the date tree 
and the olive we should sing 1qnin»of|Wttce«aBiifiitiie 
sylvaa shades sfaouid lie united in hairmeafr and eielB^al 
affectmi. Owt children woukif^iiMais^sottsIf gaov 
a{i^ammise^t^4hew«rtd9andtioi<|rfBitf shcuMdirMate 
the chastky of our dangtorsat his imperious urill/ 

O 2 ; .-^- ■ 
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<Oh! channiDg, cried the Doctor, dressing himself. 
< Go and wake Laura instantly, and before to-mof row's 
sun raises the blue mists of the lake, we will be on our 
jpumcy to this terrestrial paradise. 

Frederick, impressed with equal rapture at the. ro- 
mantic ideal and repeating' to himself anathenias against 
tHe tyrants who have debased unthinking innocence, he 
hastened to the chai^ber of Laura.— -He found her half 
dressed, having been alarmed at the cries of her uncla' 
She blushed at being thus exposed to the eyes of so 
great a philosopher, and that blush drove all the tyrants 
from the mind of Frederick. He-clasped the fair maid 
in his arms, and at that moment Doctor Alogos entered 
to tell his niece the service he had received from the 
interposition of the virtuous hero. 

Frederick, in such a situation, would have been con« 
fused if he bad not been a ^CTf great man : but he was 
arrived at so much perfecdbn, that he c»uld listen to his 
own praise in the moment ie wished to perpetrate what 
with half mankind would have rendered him 2lx\ object 
of detestation J but this attainment could only be ac- 
j|uired by a steady attention |^ all the enlightened doc* 
trines of the eighteenth centuyy, and is called the bold, 
unblushing front of mM% truth. 

LauraC Irejoicfid a^ the escape of her uncle, for her bo- 
som was only to6 susceptible of gratitude, and she alp 
most forgave the attack upon herself. She, howevev, 
objected IP the plan of emigration, asawild-gdose chase 
^itelf liqi^ness I and the arguments she used almost 



convinced the Doctor that all pleasure was ideali ht^ 
as to dates and olives, not a single tree grows in all 
'North America, which obliged Frederick to own he 
meant only Jigurative expression. 

Frederick was too candid to oonceal his disboufse 

vrith the robbers, and Doctor Alogos could not refrain 

observing, that, though truth ought to be spoken at alt 

ilimes, yet, if it cost five hundred pounds it was as well 

to be silent. 



«> 



CHAPTER XII. 

The introduction of a very great Man-^Matter and Sfii* 
rit di^ctfaed^^the raising of the Dead by natural ma» 
gic. 

THE harmony of the family once more restored, the 
public good became again their chief care, but an acci- 
dent happened that very much checked their proceed- 
ings'. A countryman had been detected offering one ot 
the notes which had been stolen, and was carried before 
a Justice of the Peace, where he was identified by Fre^ 
derick and the Doctir.^— He pleaded very inuch in his 
own &vour, protesting that it was' his first crime, and 
tiuLt Us accomplice had carried away the whole booty 
except that single note. \ ' 

. ' And bow/ said the Justice, < could you be^uUt^l oC 
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SO great joi offence when you could net be ignoraBl of 
the lew V 

< That be^veiy trttCi your tonour,' replied the man : 
^ but I did hear Doctor Alogos in his pulpit reading a 
great book of political justice, which did say as how no 
laiw ought to punish ^jfendtr^ for a crime that be done, 
because aa that it were not likely) please your worship, 
Ihaet asy man should commit the same again, and ne 
inan ever committed the same offence in all its ssvcum^ 
stances, as the law do mention. S09 your honour, I 
thought that I did see^clear enough, that if I did not do 
the action as the law did forbid, I were not guilty. Bfs-^ 
side, and more your honour, I were near starving, hav- 
ing lost my playse because I would not attend church 
on a Sttoday, nor work like a neger, as the Doctor did 
teU us we all were, as laboured for the rich ; and so, 
your honour, I had nothing to do but to starve, apd the 
day were once, when I would have starved rather than 
doadtsfaoaestactt hut Doctor Aiegos dkl tell vs Chat 
there wens no such thing as dfishones^y ^ that it we^e aU 
a tale to cheat us out of onr rJFght ; and that the poor 
ttughfttohaTethekadsof theikh 4imk4t so^ pJa^ 
yt>iir Jieooiir^l were in a stimi^qmuidavf, cndihsit^ 
myiheart did mngbe. we, i \mx% petsoadid «>.bsgiB' 
^thftheDodoTy ask vene btttprapcriie sbsuUbfaractMe 
what he didipreai^' 

<Bodtraieslike thtae/ said the JTwfiioe^ «aw c«9- 
tainly of the most pernicious lendencf^ aiid» ~ m, Ssct, 
Bort(MrAloges, tSiia man appears to rae le^s fuHtf than 
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jmurself. iTou kflow t must commit him if ytn pros^^ 
cute, bi|tl should suppose jrou would not wish «o ap« 
pear In s^ttcha situation; aDd I hope this will be a 
warning to this simple ma0| and teach him to follow tho 
tratk of his forefathett** 

« Such/ cried Frederick, ^ ts th^ blessed effects df 
pt^penjr I The great philosophet" Stupeo» used td saf^ 
%hki the fruUful sout^d "^F erimei eoniUts la one m^n's 
posieiitni in abundMoo that of wbioh another man U 
tfeiitUute. This day givei ui a proof ^f it ) fbr this poor 
man would not have attempted the robbeqry aotwlth- 
standing the beam of truth which flashed (Htlho obscu* 
rity of his mlndi had if not been from want.* 

Ut4s not my placet^ said the Jusllooi mildlyi <lo' 
attend to arguments i my business Is with facts i but* 
<br the good of my couptrymen who are round mCf I 

Vilf observe, that this 15 the general topic Of modem rcw 

^formers, but like most other of their pernicious princi^i 

plesyitis erroneous* Thieves, ninety -nine out of the 

hundred, are idle and dissipated, and in general possesa 

that ingenuity, which, rightly employed, would raise 

them to considerable eminence. Qrunkenness and lust 

are tlieir great incentives to outrage, and no/ the want 

^-^j^food and raiment, the latter being, wiih a very small 

'exception, in the power of ^very one who is willing and 

•^ Who hasistrength to work. It is likewise to be remem-* 

bered, that, in the professed system of equality and pro^ 

perty, no man is to enjoy or possess more than fopd and 

' raiment) all else being luxury. It has been urged^ that 
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ber«i!rlhat it siras owkig to their- employing, .tliose. ta^ 
leou ia a wrong way« • Cbattertonrfor iBstatice, siwved 
a^ an author, but he might have maintanned himself w(»U 
aa aschool«anastcr ; but, >*ou wiHrSayi oati any^man of feel* 
iog apeak ^o jcoUiy-oi so. great -a geniua We- Vfiil not 
tklk..offceti»gtbttt>i?eaaon. . Whenl apeak oFChatieiv 
;tOivX^4U)ift«f oi^olAfrt.'^ •OhIkUei'loa knciliv^ hia abifr 
$kif and ha wiahed JtaloMa.j(ka. ARi^orM to acknoa^T^df^ 
himat once«-»kul thia muatalwaya be awork oltime. 
Placing bia«wkole.d«peiidancaoaroa^ fouadatio^ke iraa 
too proud taatoopijxun the. high thfoius orpaetio^xalta« 
tioa I whereaa, Jiad-he bacome a adiooUmaateri he night 
have livedand' watched 4^c process c^r his productiona' 
to the climax which awaited them. Agaia I would ^ 
rloiialy obaervci and would to heaven. loould-ba^'he^vd 
by aUmankbd; thiaman iiere^a^CAued of robbery 1^^ 
you one means of losing hi^>placet was disregatd-^'^^f 
Sundays-ft-maxk with..your own^yes^.the. d^Psrencia 6^ 
those who do attend tiie .service ol. Qod, and tl>ose wh^ 
danot!«-I wiU<nQtnaenuoaj&ecta of religion; but look 
atthose.who pay aTeverence 'to holy. things, sobrietj^ 
directs their way.; they haye no tasteion profligacy, wi 
they rarely Ainkinto ^ruiu.f^om.4heir own vices. But 
let us see thoi&e men who despiscthe formality of church* 
and spendthe Sundayindriaking and gaming ; idleness 
and debauchei^rpow(^r£ttify fciae on . the mindin these 
yscaat JEDomen^aa^.thuait is from the cottage to the 
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distingukhed those who obey his comtimildmeiits:V ' 
» r \rhe^atteiiti€|Di^'tiiecxuiiiMr€m<»^otnfMiDy' msseiiibled 
;««srttrre9lediby!iUfe«|ips%a*4iiof<itS'o^^p^^. The 
IXMOftkbiNiror ««as di»ohm^^ito'4iY*^e*iRferioiH6fthe 
country, Justices of the Peace are extrtme^jrarbitrstry: 
JFredforkk) haatened > into' .the -^yiti^ i where/^mon^st a 
diMpcof^iwDneDJaBdr €mHitry'|^eo^e','ap^eatietta thiTT, 
isalloivr^coiiifffxionei) «ian, v(4th<^t6i3eHeye^^'and -a-hcfge 
.gasbiOBiotxe nidc ofih»ifaisei'i*M6ii%#d<^-to*t1^e^gloonl 
aC ktBcicouitteinmce atpak'^of l•rocit)r«tMd'Rhdignam1ex-• 
ptesB09l•' 
.ili^^cdcc])Di^sa2l»dcl]^>on'hifk^ a'*few momentsr with a 
•)09lD:o£^sfu^ti5ei^^I& k^possiUd'/'eried h^," ^'I behbld 
the prafbsIlxband>•tnnnd^fti^9tuf^o f- " Are yt>a resnsci- 
tatjed^aari iiilref«ftE>:not'h«gedtioriimrder^d'h^Caii'I 

^'\ Itift},^€ri|;d1teegltea^flHlo8^phe^}linlfrHf ^ ^i hsve 
^<scapedj these jeirll^^'biy flft€ident^'bttt*i'have' io^t ihy eye 
in the causeoo£freiBdoRF4-'*ilow,iny<:deai^Ffedeii6k,aYfe 
yimi here'*^' liScwrv^Quid' you ^ pos^^y estape the venge- 
aooei 0£ that t^lovioiitf iMght P 

^ fi AiietiherT^tiniei//) answ^et^ed^fttdteritki <'I Vill -tell 
'^jKxvLicvi^f thipgifl^fiit,i -wbyare ytm t ie p rived of your li- 
l>erty ? — Have yoti-foUc^atiatrttiidtr the gripe of that 
^aoy-fanged monster-«the Law f * 



I This 18 a mere trifle^' said Stupeo : < I am ace 
of marrying three viyesi and as it is not a criminal 
cess, I shall escape with finding bail to toaintain tl 
S6 much for the glorious uncertaihtj of that prof 
abyB8-«-the Law/ - * 

* But, is it possible,' cried Doctor Alogos, < that 
Sir^ the great and powerful opponent of matrin 
should be married to three at once ? This strikei 
as a contradiction,* 

« That is» Sir^ replied Stupeo, with a look of su{ 
rity:) * because you ore but little versed in the sul 
doctrine of political justice. Sir, you would ther 
that contradictions are nothing in the way of trui 
but here there is no contradiction* The excess 
evil is always a remedy ; os, for instance, wbei 
militia of Europe shall exceed the standing armiei 
all the citizens become 9oldier% the eiril of stondii 
inies will cease, as- the power of directing them t 
destruction of the people will be gone. In like 
ner, a man who has three or more wives may \v 
free as though unmarried, for be has only to go t 
altar with any fetnale whom he judges capaUp oi 
ing to the stock of general or resulting good.* 

Frederick was struck wi^h this profound argur 

and the company being now ordered before the Ju 

be.p<?u8ed-tp reflect whether, after all means were 

of subduing Lauroi he might not odopt this plan 

. out infringing the prii^cipl^s pf Kbertjr, ^ 



Doctor AlogoS} who, had he not imbibed the new . 
philosophy, would have been a man of benevolencCf 
agreed to pay a stipend for the maintenance of the yoUpg 
woman at whose suit the great philosopher had been 
detained, and, proud of having so celebrated a man for 
his guest, though dt present a little in disorder, he' in* 
vited him to the mansion-house. 
' Laura started with surprise at the sight of so shock* 
sig a being in human form, and not being able to discern 
the wonde'rous patriot beneath his unseemly habit, for 
females are strangely impressed by exteriors, she con* 
eluded it one of the robbers of her uncle, and scarcely 
knew whether to run away or stay. 

The name of Stupeo which she had often heard, ar- 
rested herattenUon, and when she gazed more minute- 
Jy on the master, ^he ceased to wonder at the eccentri- 
cities of the scholar. 

When they were seated and refreshed, the Doctor 
inquired in what state Stupeo had found the people of 
England in his excursion ?— In what state I' cried he^ 
< why, absolutely fitarving and undone: the whole coun- 

^try is in a rapid consumption, and no efforts of man can 
save it. ^ I may say, without vanity, I have done my en- 
deavours. I have had twelve illegitimate children, but 
not one of them could bear the air of this foggy climate. 

' r have had three wives, but still the people decrease-^ 
population is rapidly declining. What with emigration, 
and the prevailing taste for celibacy^ I am com 

P 
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mldy«»d tosea shores* af|)hice3iop Ssixermtnfff^n^s. 
The sun of ^dence is hssteniDg urestward from: these 
beiiig;htB4 land^'dtid' it becomes^em-f rational mairlo 
folb^wili beams/ 

* I liavel<mg<ineditAted4)n the subject/, said the Doc- 
tor: < I would not proceed'rasMjybut I find ther^peoplo 
of tbis country so tenacious in their support o£m ^d 
rottenr constitution^ so wedded to old principies* that 
w« are diwarted at e^ery roodoB'by some: cross iU:cidenty 
and they^ are such gross fools, that the most palpable 
filcts they invert lo contrary tendencies/ 

< I am on fire/ cried- Fredericks < I am determined 
to breathe a fr^er air ; and let me tell you, Uie num Who 
remains Toluntarlly in a despotic country lendshis coun« 
tehance and support to the measures of that country/ 

In the evening Stupeo and Frederick took a walk^ 
when the latter requested his tutor to inform him of ^ 
accidents he: had met with since their first separation, 
their, meeting in London having been so momentary, 
apd their minds so employed on great exploits, that they 
had no tinio for private relations. 

< It would be impossible,' said Stupeo, < to detail all 
the actions I have engaged in ; I must therefore briefly 
eaunfteratethem in a sort <^ catalogue. The life of a 
philosopher ought to be pcrpfetuftlly changing. First, 
then^ I was appointed tuior tosome young ladies, one 
of whom I took a fancy tO| for I am not very difficult of 
dfoice^ s^Qd the father hanng prevented me from star?- 
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ingy it was impfOBsibk I could da less than instruct his 
daughter in the new philosophy of ttolitical justice. - He 
was, however, such a bigot to the old school^ that he 
'kicked me out of hit house, and I remained Ibr some 
timeneiurlf starred,' when I had an undeniable Hgiht to 
^dhie at therichcst tablein the^kingdoni. A trifting for- 
gery I liad been 'induced to comnait, hot for any purpose 
of self-interest, that would have been naoraliy -w^ong^ 
but merelj^ to takea little from the fortune of a m«n 
who wallowed inWealth he could not 'consuni^i'wxs'^the 
means of introducin^^me^o theceUs-of NeWgate^-^h 
lii- the present dete&taliAe 8ystetil,feneihg^ round property 
wkh cai»tal punishtnents, so that it is^ next to impo^i- 
'ble- tO' reduce the^horHd' amassmema of wealth^'kito 
ipore equal channels. 

*'Afier I was shot andttod down, I lay some thtee ifi- 
^se&sible, when a surgeon^ln man* dragged me lata a bye 
alleys andwhippingmeinto asaek^earritd me toliis 
master's dissecting-room. Having prepfared' himself 
ibr-a grand experimem, he waa surprised to find that I 
was not wholly deadj and applying seme powerful sti- 
li&tilaots, f opened my eyes. 

' I was astonished to see stooping over m^^ an hag^^ 
gard figure, dressed in a brown stuff gown streaked with 
blood; mai>elthungapartel of instrumental and* round 
the room were various preparations of anatomy^) with 
saws and skeletons hdng upon nails* I inelined 'my 
eyes to see my own situation:— -a wet cloth bound Iny 
head, and I found that I was lying naked upon a lai^e 
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table clotted with morsels of skin and flesh. I fancied 
iDjs^lf in the iDqmsition. 

< Fiends !' taid Ii < is this your way ef promoting yotir 
superstitions ? You would make me believe in the im- 
mortality pf the soul ; but matter is etemal-r-^and as to 
. the soul, it is like the sap in vegetables) when it leaves 
ohe form) it goes to impress motion on matter : it is a 
bundle of ideas perpetually changing, ana never is tKe 
same two moments together ; and yet this fleeting somef- 
thkg you wouldj make me, believe is immortal,' 

' Are you an Atheist?' said the surgeon* 

* No/ cried 1| < I am no Atheist, I am a newphiloso-, 
pher. Helvetiut sayS) he is no Atheist who says that 
piotionU Gody because, in fact) motion is incom/irehcn- 
MlCf as we have no clear idea of it, as it does not mani- 
.fest itself but by its effects^ and lastly, because by it all 
things are performed in the universe.' 

* Then you call motion God ?'—< Certsunly,' said I, 
'because il is mcomfirehenMle,* 

* Then whatever is incomprehensible is God ?— But) 
what do you say of the cau^e of motion V \ 

^ That must be motion itself, because passive power 
cannot act) and^ active power is action or motbp.' 

He took a lancet) and making a slight incision in my 
thigh, dropped upon the part a few drops of elixir, 
which threw me jn|o such intolerable pain, that I start- 
ed on my legs and made at him like a fury. 

' Is it a Deity,' cried he, * that acts on you? You 
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are under some strange impression.^^Do you comfire* 
^ Aend the cause o^ yonrmoiiou r > /. . 

< That fluid/ said I, < has cut to my soul, and stimu* 
lated n>y nerves to a convulsive motion.' 

« HoVr say you ? What then is motion mechanical I 
If so, how is motion God ? But, do you comprehend 
tlie reason w^iy this e}ixir ran ^ike fire toyour brains?'— i 
' No.'—* Not comprehend it? Why then this elixir is 
youu. God : It is an incomfirehensidle cause of incomfire* 
hensible motion* 

« I might reply in the words of Mr, Hume,' said I :— 
< if you do not believe as I do, I must confess I can rea* 
son with you no longer.' < But, however,' continued I, 
* to give you a clear idea of this grand doctrine of motion : 
Xhe internal organization of abstract principles coming 
in contact Vith tangible substances, forms a concatena- 
tion of resulting consequences, demonstrating the pow- 
ers of loco impinging motion, resulting from the chance 
arrangement of ponderous bodies, subsisting in concoct- 
ed masses, and assuming a form in vacuo.' 

• My dear Sir,^ cried the surgeon, 'I can form no 
. clear idea of your incomfirehensible discourse, and yet 

I should not take you tor a Deity — at leastyou must be 
one in disguise.' * ' 

* You must allow, however,' said I, < that chance has 
produced every thing, and directs evciry thing.' 

' * So far the contrary, thait chance produces nothing 
and cannot direct any thing; this elixir acted on you as 

P 2 
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it would on a thousand others. What appears char 
to ui^s only an invisible cause, of which we see the 
feet. In some cases we may trace up the effiects to „ 
great First Causot who must> from our very nature, be 
to us incomprehensible ; but not for that reason non« 
existent, or on the contrary, because many things pos- 
sess this onr attribute to US, are we to caH them Dei- 
ties ? For, if so, every phenomenon of nature would 
become a Deity, and the philosopher of the eighteenth 
century would have more Gods than the ancient hea* 
thens/ 

I saw by these arguments that he was so wrapped up 
in the mists of the old school, that it waa no use at- 
tempting^ his reformation, and finding I was not in the 
Inquisition, I rejoiced at having escaped the muskets 
of the 8(^diers and the fangs of Jack Ketch, not for my 
own sake, that was out of the questton-, but for the sake 
of universal man. 

After my recovery with the loss of an eye, I iiv^ 
some time with this anatomist, being frequently em- 
ployed in raiiing the dead, which to me was a matter of 
indifference, because I knew that all things in nature 
Were merely modifications of the same matter, there 
being no difference between a putrid carcase and a, 
bank of violets, except in the perception of our ideas. 

The surgeon frequemly lamemed the necessity thwe 
wasforthia barbarous practice, as he called it.— > Were 
yfrt allowed? said he, «all unclaimed bodies which die 
in hospitals, all malefactors of every description, and all 
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sutcklesy we<shoQld aot need ta disturb the repose of 
^acred bodies, whose i^aces affection laments and mits, 
when perhaps they have been mangled to pieces in oat 
lecture-room, or sold fMOcemealy at fixed prices, like 
btitchefs' meat, to any person*^ The dissection of sui- 
cides would be- a greater pr&teotive to tile actioii thafi 
«U the laws djclo de ^e^ because tlie plea of iiisaidty 
would not abrogate the ccmsequence/ 

My practice of plundering the church-yaidd at tl^ 
-most aolem hourS) under danger of detection, and what 
was worse, under the fe$ir of infection from diseases 
nearly^ advanced to putrescence before ' the' interment ; 
to break open a coffin^ and carry in my arms a naked 
tedy/ whose sc^H: was sufficient to ferment a plague, 
was an undertaking that required all the resolution of 
jrfiilosophy', and fitted me for the event of any revolution 
<or combustion'of nattii*e; 

One day I observed to Dr; Cuticle, that it was to me a 
l^ain demonstration from the structure of the ainimai 
eeconomy, and its tendency to putrescence, that it was 
like eve^ other matciriaf substalice^ that the derange^ 
ment of any one }9artaffecdng an immaterial, impalpa- 
ille somethings called the soul, was« gross bigotry ; ftn*, 

^ It ia^a knovfn/act^tha/ every. pari. (^0.e hmnan bod^ 

.has a regular flrice, ^o /lerson can deny the neceasitt/ 

i^diaaectiona, but aa at fireaent conducted^ they are a 

diagrace^nd an outrage on apciety j<~*ai<»r are the jeata- 

andlemty.qfaome of the young aurgeqna-ieicommgyOjifer 

the body of a human being. 
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ver« the soul an immortal spirits it could not be aflect** 
ed by matter— it could not f^el pain in disease.— He re- 
pHedt 

' P^ce a man in perfect health in a circular room, 
glazed round, some of the windows shall be green» dome 
red, and some blue : you will grant that in looking 
through these windows he will see^ objects of different' 
colours and sbadeSy but yet his own sight shall be clear 
find perfect. If the windows are dirtyi he will see ob- 
jects obscure; and if they are painted black, the sur* 
rounding scenes will to him be in.vi%ibje ; so the human 
soul, placed in the body^ like the man in the room, can^ 
receive no external impression but through that body. 
)^is reasonings will take various shades, his passions 
and affections will be variously combined; but this 
does not deduce from his perfection as a man, but proves 
that the soul may be immortal, and yet obliged to par- 
take of eveiy accident . which touches or acts upon its 
habitation/ 

To this I replied — ^ Modem philosophe.rs define^ the 
9oq1 to be an immaterial substEunce, in the strict use of 
the term, signifying a substance that has no extension of 
any kind, nor any thing of the vis inertia that belongs- to 
matter : it has neither lengthy breadthy nor thickness, so 
that it occupiei no fiortion of space ; on which account ' 
the most rigorous metaphysicians say, that il bears no 
sort of relation to space any more ib&n sound does to 
the eycy or light to the ear : in fact, that s/iirig and sfiace 
have nothing^to dp with one anbtber, and it is even im« 
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proper to say an immaterial being exists in spacey or 
tliat it resides tA one place more than another, for, pro- 
perly speaking, it is no wAere^ but has a mode of exist-f 
ence that cannot be expressed by phraseology, appropri- 
ated to the modes in which matter exists.'* 

Ciiticle bowed profoundly at this observation—' Your 
have proved to a demonstration in worda^* said he, 
' that we have no soul : tO; uisjver you in words wonld 
be an e^sy matter. I n|ust confess that modern philo- 
appby has something in it sublimely unintelligible : it is 
like the definition yon have ^ivent z-atiistance withofU 
BU^stancc^ a cube, long, broad, and widen, but occupy ix^ 
noplace^ and has no more relation to reason and sense, 
than no^Ainj^ has to something f 2iSid something to nothing. 
It is even improper to say philosophy ejM&ts any tahercj 
•r that it is here more than r^^e,. for, properly speaking, 
it is no such thing : its mode of existence, cannot be ex$^ i 
pressed m any language utterable by the human tongue. 
Such an argument as thiat may be applied to any thing, 
and would disprove the existence of the whole uni* 
verse.* 

So saying, he turned away to pursue some anatomi* 
cal preparation, and I saw clear enough that we have 
no souls at all. My present employ wjts not congenial 
to my desire of benefiting mankind. I was like a gem 
hid in the mudyand I resolved to quit my situation. In* 
deed^.lh^ house-maid had been a little tr6ublesome, for 

, ^ Priestly oh Matter^/md Sflirit. vol. i^fi^ge 74. 
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in teaclifog' her ftome of l^nroVaiuitMiical coBfpari- 
sons, we wemnsturalljr led from theory to practice* far 
«he hnd 90 much of the modem spirit of inquiry^ that 
she frequently attended dkaectioiir'proikiitettonaiy if ith 
the other sex.'* 

1 rambled 'o¥er'g;Yeftt part bPtbe^couatry under^itfer- 
ent prDfe8fli<ms^<linil- gained a great deal-o^tu^bey fifem 
a certain mfedieiiHH that was' an faiMlible cttre^wMKsfl 
uAd m thetowR. Wlierever F^vtei^tl ditaemiBtted the 
tieMr dotH^fave 'O^tihiretiid^^ellitaeipattofr;^ * liciiadetaiiapy 
votyrem^^^Mn^relt^onyuid taoghtHbe igiiomA t^ eaaam 
to .read>tb»'tgpeaf book of' Galore.-; I< ttw^r^say^^fllst 
<naiiliind^i«<infiilit^f «Mg«d to^mo for thel(.aR>wMge 
ol^HauB; griermiceft' they *«ev«r so^ mueii^nr dreamed 
oMU^l ]ioii]ied^h^«BH(Mt 

' 3^fy<^ dear tnastei^' said 'Predeiickf^ you 'zre 'AtKp*' 
tftWfWKt'^AxPitttj' bftft here you mayrearfbra^ tiior. 
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TM/ormatUm ^ (he UCorIdf^^-{»s.^fr^grpi m^^t rt4m^9 

, fihera witA^ociefy^ 

THE following day,/ Fredeiick»^ in . the : ganden» in*- 
ibrmed his tutor with his passion; for Laura f that ' hi 
debated with himself as to^e resulting good,^ and foand 

• One of the pur$uit9 pointed out fo females s Sighd 
^ Women* . 
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*I will let you into a mystery/ said Stupeo. ' The^ 
gieat mass olmankiod are-fools^ andna bettec tbaa the 
callous 'Sod on which. we tread. It is the partofthe 
gceat meiV'ltfid philosophers to mould them as they 
please;, and when we have shaken off the influence q 
every thing called principle^ are satisfied we have no 
pcMriion in eternity^ and that the lable of an av.eiiging 
Deity is an old woman's lale, what power, I ask, can 
controul us? We become almost too great for the 
world; mind seems to rise superior to matter; crime 
becomes nothing ; all that men call murder» incest, lust> 
md cruelty, is trifling, not more, in fact) than chviging 
the £6rm of passive matter, or cutting down the trees , of 
the forest; for, remember, we cannot destroy anything, 
we only change its form ; and suppose a woman dies un»-' 
der our hands, her death makes room for another ; the 
same as plucking a turnip makes room for the planting 
of a cabbage/ 

* I feel,' cried Frederick, ' I feel I am now free.-»I 
shall render my name immortal, for no human tie^— no 
iQoral check shall suy the purpose of my power. But 
St seems true, after all, that a society of atheists could 
not exist, tiiey would murder and be murdered: no 
trust could be placed upon any man; the king would 
assasunate thoman* who affranted him; the courtier 
would assassinate the man who opposed him ; the wife 
would assassinate her husband, when . disappointed in 
meeting her lover '^ no girl would arrive al the age of 
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maturity ; and the human species wQiild soon become 

extinct' 

* And what then ?' said Stupeo. < The same spirit 
which now actuates our bodies, must then actuate some- 
thing else : — you cannot annihilate that subtle gas ; and 
if it does not give motion to men, it may to seme new 
Species ^-who knows but it ma;^ animate the trees aiid 
plants with rational faculties'*^— -it would make this Worid 
a very differem place.' 

* I should li)^e to see it,' said Frederick. < Metaphy* 
sics are surely the most useful of the sciences ; but here 
come Laura end the Doctor. * We have been discours- , 
ing/ continued he, * on matter and spirit, and it appears 
plain that matter is eternal, and spirit mere fermen* 
ttftion.' » . 

' I wonder,* said the Doctor, * how^our world was so 
^ ddmircbly formed, unless it was by the power of an om- 
nipotent Being.* 

' Our earth,' cried Stupeo, * was once a part of the 
sun, a molten mass, when a large comet brushing^ too 
near that luminary, dashed off a considerable portion, 
which fiew till the natural motion formed it into q sphe« 
Viod, and it began to cool. The atmosphere round ll 

* Let the re^ider reflect ufian this. J^othing ie annu 
hilated^ t)iovgh the form may be chdngtd. What then 
becomes of the soul? jfre the Icnvit cf nature hu^fievded 
inihia one instance P Jfnot^ the sml must stiH exist -^ 
ft must be somcvfhtre^ 
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foi^^'* the dGCisi)' and the fiittion of diis vast body of 
^waters upon the scoria and cinders, which composed 
tlfe great skeletoii of the world, formed the sands of the 
sea, which subsided into large beds, rising by^ degrees 
to*i:hie surface, where the' action of the sun hardened the 
super&cieis. iTlie heat of this lUminaty upon the putrid 
particliBS of the sesi generated shell-fish, which are evi« 
d^iitly most allied to stone of any animal we know. 
These piosi^ss^d the whole of the ocean for some thou- 
sand' ages> and being b^ the gravitation of the~ earth, 
thrown into large chains of bed8> in the progress of time 
^itvpxi% and cetnenting together with the olaginous 
subs^aiic'e^ they conVainbd, ' the shells became stones 
forming mduntains.*^Thus we always find shells in 
every body' of rock, and on the highest mountains. Eve- 
ry great change produced a revolution^ and from the 
soft slime of shelly 'mountains, vegetables were produc- 
'ed.-this new fotm of matter decaying and fermenting, 
aniisials, subh as lydns, tygers, bulls and mohkies, were 
produced. I'he latter was man in hia original state* 
\i war some thousand yeslrs before he learnt to walk up- 
4>n his liind legs, some thousand more before he pulled 
off his shaggy coating ; but it is not material foi^ me to 
I trace him in every improvement* till he acquired a full 
face from the effects of a change of climate^ and learnt 
the articulation of sounds by imitating the babbling of « 
brObk} for he is to this day a creiUurc imitating eveiy 

Q 
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Other animal) and nothing is more tle^ tlian that Ke 
was originaHf an Ouran^utang/ 

< It strikes me,' said Laura, < that your system is a 
littlt preposterous; and one is led to inquire where fovL 
stood when the earth was a liquid stream of melting 
fire ? But, with regard to man^ I would observe, that 
had he ever been^a mere brute animal, he never would 
have changed his nature ; he never could have acquired 
perfectibility, for we never see the least progression in 
animals, nor are monkies, at this period, one single de- 
gree advanced beyond what they were three thousand 
years ago ; but, nevertheless,' said she, \¥ixh a look of 
irony, ' when one sees some people, t^ey are apt to ac* 
knowledge the relationship, And When they hear the 
chatter of jingling, unmeaning sentences, they are apt 
to cry out, that the Ouran-outang is the better man.^ 

- Stupeo could not but feel this sally, but it was be- 
neath his philosophical metaphysical dignity to regai'd^ 
or even reply to this Reasoning of a woman» who was 
not illuminated with the splendid rays of intellect. 

Frederick oft^n sought an opportunity to accomplish 
his schemes, but sought in vain, the vigilance of Laura 
precluding a possibility of success. He more than once 
attempted to infuse a drug into het* drink; but tirhether 
she suspected Him or no> she always avoided any thing 
from his hands which would admit ad tilte ration. 

Peace was about this time established with America^- 
and the whole country rang wiih exultation.— £)ming 
the war, no one had more execrated the system than the 
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Doctor, and every lecture concluded with an apostrophe 
' topped. He now mounted the pulpit in the Hall of 
Science, the name of the lect\ire bam, and to prove that, 
he was a very great philosopher could find fiiult with 
every thing, and was staunch at all times and all sea- 
sons against government/ He declared that the peaofe 
was the most disgraceful that could possibly be made ; 
that it would not continue a twelvemonth before we 
should be driven from Canada. He declared^ that, like 
Milton's devils, mankind were only born for rebellion 
and revolution, that all their joy was to riot in destruc- 
tion, murder, and violation. 

A number of soldiers who were returning to their fa- 
milies, hearing these great truths, swore the Doctor 
was insulting them. A sailoT) with one leg, threw a 
crab cudgel at the head of the Doctor, which narrowly 
, escaped him. Frederick leaped upon a bench, vocife^ 
rating, * Citizen%l the cause of all mankind is involved 
in this dispute : we ought to know whether these vaga- 
]bonds are to insult us in our halls, and in our ^mples* 
Truth is sacred, and I wilt speak it, though a legion of 
spies were around me.' 

< Citizens V roared out Stupeo, * you are under mili- 
tary government ; the Philistines are upon us ; the free- 
dom of speech has departed, and you are all slaves bound 
in chains, and riveted by yourown Supineness.' 

Anarchy and confusion now reigned in the Hall. The 
benches were broken in pieces and served for clubs. 
A desperate battle ensued, as sorae few of th^ countrf 
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people st<wd Jby ,ttic IHH;|ori ^^-^..yffifpjLOf^n SOjpa- 
pletply drubbed, ,wd.8^d ,ia .^Kf^f^pH. WWtes. , j)pq^>r 
Alogos and his two com|^^on8 ff>^|i4,i^ j^ijjp^ 
tcr ifl the pianpioiij^^Hl^d to th^AftU3#ihm^l>t,,»^,A|^mr 
pmqipal hearers th€^n^08tyipj|$^^ 

« Whjtt shall be <lp|ic ?' cried the Xhcioff. . ttjeinblmg 
iQOst philosophicaliy : VT^is enragjsd ji^^t^ tbjisxi^ai^- 
. headed molester will devour us.' 

* Reverence the divine majej^ty of a jn^rf),* jp^ied, ^tu, 
piQo ; * all their ipotionspoi^seASiener^, 9nd.all,t^ir iic« 
tions justice. T;h.*si*.* iQere,mQn^eiitaTy>Xef:i|;a^i|^ 
the effervescence of popular ^i^^T^X* ^fW^ ^^M^ rfi'jl^iye 
Jntoadeliightful;qalm/ 

*,]^uVy.l»atarewej|9^fJl9^^^^^ Mp^^M^ 

be murdered 1' 

this.' . ^ 

they are deaf to the voice of reasjMDi.jth^iJkceiJQiciMf^Sd 
..f3ftW^. ^tupeo %',hi8 ^rfe,,i4ite?, aqd jJbMJ »*»^or :.fpp 
with the ^Jjr^e',fr«)^y 9f.Aife^y ^«^R}«y.' 

^.^ %«^ «0?'»?f'> > rt»«y .»«^ <fiS«sding .^vrii.im7,«|ie 
l9»,^r-|;ff^5;iiiJie,9sJ^eyfi of jf:i^feei;|^ic*,^ j«ll wy 
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,^xotic shrubs I— I believe they af e a troop« of Gpths and 
Vaadals, who pay rto reg^ard to scientie,* ' ' . 

' There is your whole congregation !' dried Laura, 
we^ping^ ' My dear uncle, they are. all gone mad ; 
they are talking about rights and liberties, and destroy- 
ing every thing before them.' 

* Let us defend ourselves,' c*ied Frederick, running 
to the front window. I Citizens !'* cried he, * is it thus 
you abuse your friends V 

< Friends!' shouted a countryman, < there be ho such 
tiling as friendship. Equality for ever I— and down with 
the Doctor!' Frederick imipediately fired a fowling* 
piece, loaded with sm*^!! shot. A volley of stones was 
returned, which broke half the windows in front, and 
dashed out one of the orator's teeth. Stupeo instantly 
advanced, with a blunderbuss, which he fired* and check- 
ed the fury of the mob for^ an instant;, but the soldiers 
leading the. attack swore they would murder man, wo-- 
man and child, and burn the house to the grcMind. 

Not a moment was to be lost in this case of extreme 
necessity ; and Frederick even debated ^yhether the re- 
sulting good did not require him to join tlxe mob] and 
aid. them in the destruction of proper^. All the Doc- 
tor's cabinet of natural history was destroyed ; his fine 
library made a bon-fire, and his elegant mansion was 
reducQd to ashes, amidst the shouts of liberty and equa« 

lity. 
The fugitives found sh^ter in the house of a n3jgJi-» 

Q 2 
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bouring gentleman^ wlio sslved tben from the xnadnes^ 
of the mob. « For i»c/ cried Fredericks • I am dfftcr- 
mined libt to remain another weel^ in thia Tile island, 
vhere there is not one single spark of liberty and nati' 
V onal spirit remaining/ 

^Whatdo^ou call this ?* demanded the Doctor: ^I 
think it is liberty sufficient to bum a man's house about 
his ears/ 

< But that must have been a mc^ hired by the gOTem- 
nuent/ said Stnpco : * had it been a republican mob, it 
ik'ould iiave been a different thing ; we should then hare 
had a fine dtsplay of rational principles/ 

< All moba^* said the gentlemmi« < are alike, whatever 
naine yen may give ^hem. Mischief is their only de- 
8^e^«*plQnder the only object. To their leaders they 

/ are a subject of perpetual dread. For my part> I would 
/ rather 4ke under a( Turkish Bashaw, or in a country un« 

I der martial )awj than in are votuiionar)^ country govern- 
ed by mobs.' 

< For this reason/ said Stupeo, < you are\ naan of 
firopertiiy but for a mao without any property, the latter 
is preferable, at it renders, in a summary way^ the ac- 
cumulations of wealth.' 

< But then,' ' answered the gentleman, « you are not 
one moment suseof your plunder^ a stronger mkn may 
tear it from you, and, Hke a worm caught by a chicken; 
the whple flock will \n turn catch it from each other^ till 
it is either puUed in pictdi^, or gulphed down by some 
one at t|ie hazaH of ch6akia^* 
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^ But that bas nothing to dp with liberty,* cried Fre- 
derick. * All riches, and especially hereditary riches, 
are to be considered~as the salary of a sinecure office, ^ 
where the labourer and the manufacturer perform the 
duties, and the principal spends the income in luxury 
and'idleness. * Hereditary wealth is injreality a premi- 
um paid to idleness, an immense annuity expended to 
retain mankind in brutality Cind ignorance, by the want 
of leisure, or time to be idle. • The rich are furnished 
indeed ^ith the means of cultivation and literature, but 
they are paid for being dissipated and indolent. The 
most powerful means that malignity cbuld have invent- 
ed, are employed to prevent them from improving their 
talents, and becoming useful to the public' 

< You have made a very 16ng speech/ said the gen- 
tlisman, *on a very short subject: All you have said 
amounting to this, that the poor are ignorant, because 
^ihey have not leisure to be idle, and the rich are igno* 
rant, because tbey are paid to be idle^ so that, in fact^ 
alt real knowledge centers in yourself; and I have very 
litde dotibt, b^t, in your eyes, all the rest of mankind are 
little more thah ideas, or at best machines/ 

* I wHI prove it by a demonstrable arguhient,* cried 
Siupeo. 

' They are very destructive ideas then,' said Doctor 
Alogos; < To say the truth, I am^ become quite sick of 
society, and all human nature together. I will go and 
bury myself in the wilderness of America, where no 
mob will l^um my hotl^ and destroy my library.' 
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< Oh !* cried Frederick, * there the people are f?ee; 
— ^there the spirit of truth fought with irresistible eiier- 
SY'f republicans always fight with double ardour.' 

< Enthusiasm/ said the gentleman^ < is np proof of 
either truth or justice ; but it is certain to inspire a des* 
perate spirit in those who feel it, let the cause be liber «^ 
ty-, religion, rebellion, revenge, plunder, or what not ; 
though it is very well to ascribe td the justice of the 
xause what in fact is only due to the intoxicating enthu- 
aiam of attaining a point.~-Revenge in general inspires 
revolutions. The people feel the evils they suffer un* 
der: they forget that a change will most probably be 
for the worse ', and to be revenged on one set of men, 
they beconfie slaves of another. I believe there never 
yet happened a revolution, where the then living gene* 
ration did not feel accumulated ill, and the benefit to 
the next is very doubtful. Time, and the natural im- 
provement of the human mind, gradually introduce re- 
form, and in our Qwn^ constitution we find always soma 
trifle to improve ; and it is well known, that at this mo- 
ment we enjoy more real Uberty than any qfour ance^- 
tors ; for in the days, called the golden days of good 
Queen Bess, did not she grant so many monopolizing 
patents, that a gentleman demanded in the house, if ' 
there was not going to be a patent for selling bread.* 

The next day the Doctor began to arrange his plans 
of emigration, procuring all the information he cpuldof 
th^t deteitable country, where pooF people live better 
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than the rith ; whenp ^NOpnliAlis jare so plentifuli you 
haye money to take them away ; where more i» paid to ' 

die with the daughters of the family. 
,J^xfi^i^M% hw-.^l^^i^^W^ l^e iitritJ|is,4ft^<^^ption , 
jUQd.#j^m|i;ued ,tQ fsoq^^ 

phia, j^e .pf,the y{Gnest,2a^d.|i3«^t f^^^di^r .^||e9|a j^ 
.^fvprld^i^ Js t^ere/, ^^^4 *e, V^fP.^hptt feeginj jbt>jbre*«ilie 
ipi> ^^e:^j|i:^^;l)*siA^ tr^vj^h m^^m^W^ \ the? ^ itH the; fiiifi- 
^Se-^djiS^ctiops pf fr§Ugi(Pii«f|d..4;eunti!y;i«re;jimkiWWf # 

. 1^1!^ I^ift^ <m^M Pbt^ti ws <l^tiM3: a«tosnie»im)d rSv- 
san absolutely refused to trust herself jft!^)fprQignjCMii« 
\W ¥Mi)%^t{J^^f^OW:4fd. iTtoiSt^ido<^r;iwa$4iQ- 

rilfM^ jffjiNyhii^p^ of pamfijbms wiidhu^ 

pljywiift lOnsiidin iJiri^tej90Mld;QQt>9frfaQi/q3isflr «iAg> idist 

iWgbtthaire.iB9i(»eda4adyi>f educate andifoniiiie>A9d 
HotiaD lgnoi»nt|iertihagpgage^^hO(aBSUflMd<ihe.4i«S'Of 
ya;1«dy> Jiifthouttfie^iquatifiefttioas. 

iTvhe €»tate>ai^ cuios.Bf the maasiootibeiog soldythe 
'Saotor^ti^nnioed to set put iwithout puQiBg**:in(his 
rclaiai toithefdamage&hacould demandiodm th&coum^. 

Frederick for a while suspended tjiis .designs upon 

X«8^l?»3fQrose«iBgy;tbat .when, diey shouUiibe settled in 

jii,aRrttflfU»(eft^i:a^e(2mist of oecMsitf he^^kher 'Ua ier&u- 

rpM's>>9iM 1^^ J^'i^<^doiilA but »siie^ouM prefer 'tho 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

ReJUetitma in a eiorm-^the delights of PhUadelfihia^ 
the Doctor fiurchases a large estate in Kentcky, 

A PLEASANT gale in aftcd these adventurers from 
the detestable island, where every thmg was conducted 
In the worst manner possible, and where law and reli- 
gion ihfluenced the majority of men. Their hopes were 
high, and they discoursed and disputed with true meta* 
physical ardour. The rest of the passengers were me- 
chanics and countrymen, going over to make their for< 
tunes, tuid the praises of Aitierica bouffded from one 
SBouth to another. 

* i am astonished,' said a man who had sold a very 
good trade to etnigrate, < I am astonished that any man 
remains in Europe, when all the blessings of life await 
tim in America. I am going to purchase some l^ts ^ 
j;rouniia4iic^ great city or Wai^higton, Which IriH 
shortly be the most magnificent in the world. All the 
houses win be polished free-stgne, the roost narrei^ 
streets will be as wide as Portland Place in London 
Ships alre'ady arrive there, and the city will be the em- 
porium of commerce: I understand that it already 
makes a noble appearance.' 

• A very noble ^pearancc indeed,' said the captain : 
^ the streets are all Isdd out in right angles, upon paper. 
The number of .workmen and mechanics employed in 
buiMipg this magnificent city is truly astonishing, tbe^r 
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lamoiuu 40 nearly one hundred and fiftjr^ But the chief 
advantage attending this city isi that it is contiguous to 
the estate of the President.' 

* tTou speak)' said the passenger, < as if you were an 
Englishman, and wished to discourage new settlers. I 
suppose you are jealous of others partaking in the plea* 
sures of your country.' 

* Very fiir from it,' said the Captain. ' I am amused 
withtlie golden dreams of emigrants, who expect to 
find silver crows in America; and I can assure you 
what 1 , tell you of Washington is literally true, and 
more than that, it never will be finished, on account of 
the local and multiplied inconveniences around it.' 

* But how comes it»' said the other, < that such ad- 
veitisements are inserted in the newspapers ?' 

* How comes it,' said the Captain^ < you puff off any 
^ article you wish to dispose of ?-^Doyou think it is na- 

tui^ for a man, who has discovered a treasure, to call 
all the world to share it with him ? This very reason 
ought to deter people, if they were not mad; they might 
be certain, if America was that hapi^ land held out to 
them by designing men# aU the vagabonds in Europe 
would not be invited to its bowers.' 

After they had sailed many days before a fair windi 
the heavens became suddenly obscured ; black clouds 
embattled over the deep^ ^hieh hissed in rismg l^reakers 
against thie ship's side. Sudden squalls furrow the 
dark bosom of the ocean, and threatened to tear the sails 
Irom the yards. All hands were ordered to work ; the 
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•Mfdcar Doctor,* swd ]?i«tft¥tefi; M'^tW ' cablif, 

• I hope not,* said the Doctor: « 1 hV^l^tb etlrto^itftli'* 
UK«tfnfc«' IkHtbmtoP^lfe teWible^ctt; t^f'be'hkdS^d in 
pii&teB'l)^%h^B^oitl^hi»^stiiofHered In tHi^^ 
pM^uiMM^'or (Te^otii^if by ^^toi^.' 

• A ttntfepWfofebplicn* cried Sttipeo, « \rili belibia the 
c61tol»«tibir of\Blett!*Wtl^^tb' tVUnqtiaiity •; lie Would riot 
tremble ivtit^iaH tHii hirtnan' rate^ BcattfcVtfd toiiirid his 
fe^t'Wit&fH bla^' ofligfitnihg^; thotrgli' tire' clbUd^ w|re 
tobecpme ighitedMdhd^am\6'artiUndhl^tie'ad; though 
thfe' concave -vatiitf of'tKe-hiiaveA^ va^ to*^ become red 
hoi^; thb^gh'^ ekHh' Vlis to di^sblve Dtritli fulminations 
b^eatlv hi^' feetf Und panirig natUrr to itoijt in chaotic 
cdfftoloni fa wtoUld ^he stktid' fitm and Undiiatrikyed : 
SOchiilki the iefWCti^bf^Hd'piblhisophy^* 

At'that' momtitit a lcmd> crash of tHiihder tnn^t' oter" 
tbenr^ i and^ tzxulMrto a di^ahcef itl Taribtsi^ di)^6tibti^. 

• The devil take it,' drta* 8tUt)e6, * thai^ ii^ a HorrfJ 
sitiittb^ die wifid«1ii^l»iikeail^uiidk^^^olv^ iiiaf di- 
rest hilDgrwitii sttow. fhe feefethtfinjps agabst thevfes- 
sel'si^if «tVY»uldi bi^eal^mtK^: tkhb)^.' Afi^lr'aily ^mbtt' 
are' vevji fodlishito?misr4K«oteelvtl6^ *d fi^^ottf larfHlW 
aif ^efg^heir^^ 
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^ It is nibthiiig bmati idea,* sftid Laura. * What, ^re 
you frightened at your own ideas V 

< I am fearfiil/said the Doctor, * that even Mr-Hiiftie 
,must aMow this storm to be something more than idea.' 

* I shall go on deck/ «&id Frederick. ^ I am like an 
Engli&bman so far, that I am only afraid when I do not 
sec the danger.' ^ 

< i will go wbk you,' aaid Laura ; ^ the sliip trembles 
so much I cannot sit/ 

It was whh^fficulty they c6uld preserve themfielves 
from falling, by gras^Mng the hatchway; but the scene 
that presented was the most terrible sublime. One 
universal canopy of black clouds «eemed to unite tbe 
ocean ^MO^h the heavens, and the rain poured down in 
aiich torrents, that they might be said to be overwhelm^ 
ediii waiter; through tlii«, the vivid flashes ofltght* 
ning played at leisure, dancing on the mountainous bil«- 
lows, and giving to the ridges of rolling waves, which 
tumbled over each other as if contending in a race, the 
momemary appearance of melting gold* The thunder 
was ^sa near, that it appeared rather surroimding than 
above them, and the whole was a promiscuous confusi*- 
oa of fire and water^ the waves reflecting and refracting 
the^^rariegated lightnings in every direction* 

^Oh I fireat Creator of the iim verse,' said Laura, a 
tear of piety starting from her eye; * Oh! that man 
would acknowledge thy power, for what prevents ihat 
t^oii shoi^dst at this Bioment destroy the lirhole earih^ 

R 
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and expunge it from thjr presence for the crimes df its 
people!' ^ ; ^ 

' Surely, said Prederickj * this is more than idea ;— 
thei*e must be an omnipotent Bein^, notwithstanding 
Mr. Hi\me and Stupeo. Were this storm the produc 
tion of chance, it might continue, it naturaliy would cpa- 
tinue for everf and overwhelm creation/ 

* Chance !' repeated LaUras < How has it happened 
that this whole globe has never deviated from its orb? 
Why do not the planets leave their harmonic circles, 
and dash each other to pieees?-—Harm<my is not an at- 
tribute of chance, for the very word chance implies con- 
fusion. Surely, had not some infinite Being, whom we 
should tremble toname^ given them their; motions, they 
never could have continued within their orbit. JBut 
man, weak and silly man» denies Providience and mira« 
cleS) because Providence is not every day working mi- 
racles to provide him a dinner.' 

-* That peal of thunder seemed to me to shake the 
foundations of the universe/ said Frederick ;*— ^ but you 
look quite composed, Laura^-^are you not frightened ?' 

* I am indeed,' said she, ' very much frightened, but 
I am not dismayed.—* It is true I am a weak wom^o* 
but I look beyond these heavy and sulphureous cloudsy 
to a Deity who knows the weakness of his creatures, 
and can, in his onmipotence,. as well protect mp as a 
world.'. 

« But do ypu think,' said Frederick, < that he regards 
at all the actions of human beings ? If he did, why in 
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the shipwreck of a vessel shall perhaps every m^m be 
drowned, except the most execrable villain amongst 
them V 

^ < Because that the good and the bad are so connected, 
that a storm cantiot fall upon one without touching the 
other, and to a good man drowning, is a very trifling 
evil.* 

* How so ? You speak now Uke a philosopher. Is it 
a trifle to be annihilated to self-consciousness, to lose all 
the pleasures of life, and become no more than the stone 
or vegetating shrub ?* 

< Indeed,* answered Laura, ' if such are your senti- : 
ments, death is to you the most tremendous of evils— 
you must shudder at the idea, and to secure yourself 
some paltry, transient graUfications, perpetrate unnum- 
bered crimes. But, amidst this storm, when the next 
moment may whelm us beneath the deep, see how calm 

a woman can be, whose mind is acted upon by the cheer- 
ing hopes of religion; and who expects hereafter to live 
to a beatified eternity.* 

< But I have no ideas of such a state, ^and we know 
that the vulgar notion of an heaven above us cannot phy- 
«cally be true.* 

< And why not ?* said Laura ;— •« you will tell me per- 
haps, that beyond our system there are other systems, 
and beyond these others, reaching to distances surpass- 
ing comprehension. But, is space boimded by our ima-. 
gination, or is all space filled with systems I Beyond 
alltbescsystems maytherenotbea surrounding space^^ 
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whereevery idea of heaven may be resduKed) where n^w 
regions of inconceivable {brmation and glory may f xUtt foe 
who shall limit the Supreme ? Even suppose all space 
to be filled with systems and worlds»may not these stars 

be so many different paradi&es» fitting the disposition of 

'I 

different spirits 2' 

f < These things,' said Frederick^ ^ may not be imjpos- 
sibfe ; but they are very contrary to the doetrine of the 
great Stnpeo. What a grand scene is he losing */-*! 
will go apd call him»* 

The storm, now raged with such violence^ that thi^ 
ship was given to the windS) driving between the fur- 
rows of the rushing wavea% The great Stupeolaid upr 
on the cabi|i figor^ uttering the tnos( horrid execrations 
•— Siwearing that all heU was broke looact . and > that tb$ 
black dem<W of the ak were running Ike ship uAp thP 
clouds 

< That isa very siublimct ide9^' said Fred^ck). < but 
1 bpp^ not U^eitd^ £q^ if thi^^ebe an hell^ what; wilLbcr 
come of us?' 

* O God V cried Doc^Alogost ^ I do acknowledge 
thy powe%^ I was a fool ever to doubt, it.' 

Laura^ endeavoured to comfort poor Susaji and-th^ 
rest of the passengers in the cabin i and the better to 
prevent reEection, she desiced them ta sing aome. psalniS4 
set^jg the exampje by beginning the I0ith.> The no*^ 
veUy of such an action in so despairing a situation gain : 
, ed tbeif attention, and many joining in, the terror of the 
dangler was damped, and they felt a something' of con* 
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scious satis^faction, which is unknown to any but thos\ 
who have been in some similar situation, or hare feM 
tjie tranquillity of a quiet conscience ;— «ve^ Stupeo 
himself changed his execrations into groans, and Frede^ 
rick hung down his head in silent reflection. 
' The storm gradually subsiding by degrees, the sevel 
ral characters of the company returned, with this differ^ 
ence, that Stupeo maintained with more obsdnacy than 
ever his doctrine of chance and scepticism. Frederick 
wavered in his mind according to the impulse of his 
passions; and Doctor ' Alogos became convinced that 
there was more in religion and common'fitace maxims 
of good and evil, tlian the great Stupeo Would allow. 

In this disposition they arrived at Philadelphia, and 
rejoiced at the prospect of having reathed a place where 
truth and justice had erected the standard of reason. 
Frederick wSs surprised to find the renoTihied city not 
so large as that part of Mary-le-Bone which is biiilt ; 
but consoled himself with the loss of one of the finest 
cities in the world, as he could \66k over the grbuRd 
where it tvaa to stand. 

As they passed along the streets they were hooted at 
t)y the children, and called vagabond English, with 
other opprobious names. « This is yerf strange,' said 
Frederick : • I thought the Americans inade no distinc- 
tions of tountry ; but We are only strangers yet— they 
wHl respect U3 when they know \i» better.* 

They pi!^cured lodgings at an extravagant fate, jand 
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calling for refreshment, recemd some very xxm^ 
cakesi wretched butteryand salt meat} for ia simiineT 
no fresh meal will keep a day ; and for this they paid 
more than the best articles would have cost in Ixmdon; 

< Things are not quite as they should be even here,^ 
.said the Doctor. , 

< What do you mean by that?' said an American foo^- 
ter. * Do you mean to stigmatize Congress V 

< Heaven forbid}* replied the Doctor : < I should like 
to speak to your master about my baggage/ 

< My master! I dohH know such a man. Do you tlunk 
I am a slave ?— I fxa a republican} a free-bom Ameri* 
can. But who are you ? some loiisy} beggarly emigre^ 
come here to cut wood and hue stone for us.' 

Doctor Alogos looked in silent amazement.*— Frede- 
rick was rising to kick the republican down stsurs ; but 
Stupeo observed that this was the geuuine bli^nt spirit 
of freedom; that} like*Spartfm> the Americans took 
perfect liberty of speech. 

* But they do not seem^ to allow it to otherS}' ssdd 
Laura. 

The heat was extremel|: intense, so much S9« that the 
whole company confined Uiemselves within doarS} deli- 
berating on the mode they should adopt in promoting 
^tbeir pastor^ scheme, l^ura amused herself at the 
window : to her it had an air of novelty to see every 
third person a black % but she was astonished to see the 
peqple labouring notwithstanding the violent heat, which 
"v^as^almotft suffocating to tb(me who remabed inactive ; 
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and th^ swarms of musquetoea were to Englishmen a 
perfect plague. 

.* These labourers/ said a waiting maid» ' afe Scotch, 
Irish, and German emigrants, who t9xn Eleven shUHngs 
a day currency. 

< Eleven shiUmgs a day V exclaimed Frederick ; < it a 
more than our peasants in England earn in a week : they 
must live like noblemen. But what do you call cur- 
rancy ?' ' 

< Why it is id>out six and six-pence English ; but they 
are very badly off for all that, for every thing is so dear 
they can hardly live upon it, and om^ ha{f of thehu soon 
die of fevers and agues.* . 

The landlord's daughter was a prettylsh girl, and 
idght coming on, Frederick requested her to dundU 
with him. * If you insult me/ saj^d jihe, < our Matthew 
i^all bundle you into the Delaware.* 

Frederick was astonished at this franknesjs : It is 
very different here,* said he to himself ; ^tfutl do not' 
know whether it is all for the better. 

In the night Frederick was disturbed by the rumbling 
of carts >-^It is very strange, thought he, that so ^any 
nightmen are at work at once hi such a little cit^, or 
peiiiaps they all come through this street. The Ame^ 
ricans surely do not go in cars to baUs. In the morn- 
ing he inquiped, and was inlbrmed it was only the dead 
carts that carried away those who died ip the cb^ne of 
the <Jay» - 
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* That is strange,* Siud he, ^ I counted near twenty, 
and this city is of very tiarrow extent* * It is a very 
magnificent city, and the largest in all the tinion,' said 
the landlord ;-^* but the yellow fever carries off some 
dozens in a day ; however, we don*t mind these things 
since we have get our independence.' 

* Very true,* replied the Doctor : * liberty sweetens 
every thing, and it is a glorious epoch in the'annah of 
man, that property ceases in this great western conti- 
nent to influence the actions of men.* 

The landlord gated with surprise. * Property,* said 
he, •< is the only stimulus to <x)mmerce— commerce is 
the support of arts and sciences, and no man will be 
above trade: we have no honest gentlemen here— 410 
idle l^iandl— 'if a man will not work» he may starve.^ 

'That is a detestable system,' sudStupeo ; ^ the an- 
cient Spartans never degraded themsdves with work'. 
Man^ in a st£tte of nature, does not work, he has few 
^ wants, and mese the waters or the woods supply.* 

* That may be, friend ; but our motto is, endure y but 
^opejsnd that of all new comers is, vforkj or^ starve* 
i aee you are a green-one yet, and unseasoned ; all ycrii 
lieoiyle from the old world think Hl<»iey is made tor no- 
thing, herfr— but it is all a faree.* 

< Where in ihc world,* said the Doctor, * shall we 
£aid tbe genuine priiwiples of liberty and equaiky i* 

* As to iiberty/saidtfae American, * every manluis 
liberty to follow any trade he pleases, and to vote for the 
Congress, if he is a naturalized citizen ; and as to eqaa- 



Utyt we have np titles except igture^ but for equally of 
property/as some pf ouir own people would like it»it is 
a ihere fire-fly oC a dark evening.' 

The ide^ of the yellow fevec had damped the spirits oC 
the whole company, andit was cesoived toquit the city 
of Philadelphia with cdl convenient speed* This matter 
was under considetatipa whea ar thin man entered the 
room. 

* My good friendS}' said he^ ^ I understand you intend 
settling upon an agricultural plan# Agriculture is the 
muost noble pursuit o£ independeat nian» and 4 sure, 
source of wealth%' ^ How did you know our i^tfentiont' 
sajd the Doctor : we kaveno^ yeA ^eeMifecmty-four hoiic^ 
in* the city/ 

* Mx dcpire tosecve.aU imanlLiady' replied he, < aadici 
prevent the schemea of iiiipofitors, whoi| taking, ad vao^ 
Uge^lh^rkK;al knowledgei, often deceure aadehMli 
strangers, has led me to intrnde up^ y^U;* 

* bideed,'> said Alogps« ' I though all the poof^ of^ 
the .new world had been disinterested and benevolent to* 
wards aU mankind, who fly ifom the old woiM to be fret 
of its. crimes/ 

< Human nature^ Sir, has. not yet arrived at perfectly 
on : It is true we are advancing rafddly ibrward'--wit- 
ness the gr^eat public road sand canals which intersect 
the country/ 

< Why are tliese roads?* said.Frederic<t-: <Youotig,ht 
to throw every impediment in.tlie wajp of commerce*"**; 
it is thence arises all our evils.' i 
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< That is very truet Sir, but in this coQhtry to tsdk dis- 
resp^ctfallyof coimnerce is high treasoh : we are aconv* 
mercial people. By means of these roads and canals 
we have peopled the great wilderness, and planted set- 
tlements where only rattlesnakes used to bask. -^ To 
what part d the continent do you intend journeying ?* 

< That we are undetermined upon,*^ said the Doctor i 
' we would be as far from society as we can, and in a 
country where we can enjoy the advantages of nature.' 

^ Then Kentucky is your object; it is the most de- 
lectable spot on the face of the earth; it is a second Ar- 
cadifr-HEi continued scene of romantic delight^ and pv> 
tucesque prospects^ An -author of undoubted veracity 
has given an history of that heavenly region. Sympa^ 
thyy says he, is regarded as the essence of the human 
Sduli participating of celestial matter, and as a spark 
engendered to warm our benevolence) and lead to the 
rapture of love and rational felicity. 

< With such sentiments t>ur amusements Bow from 
tho interchange of civilities, and a reciprocal desire of 
pleasing. That sameness may not cloy, and make us 
dull, we vary the scene as ]:he nature of circumstances 
•will permit The opening spring brings with it the' 
prospects of our summer's labour, and the brilliant sun 
actively warms into life the vegetable, world which 
blooms and yields a profusion of aromatic odours. A 
creation of beauty is now a feast of joy, and to look for 
amusement beyond this genial torrent of sweets Wi^uld 



be»s^ petryeraori of nature, and a sacrilege against hea^ 
yen.* 

The season of sugar making occupies the womeni 
iivhose mornings are theered by the modulated buffoone- 
tyofthe mocking-bird) the tunieful song of th^ thrush» 
and the g^udy plumage of the perroquet. PestiYe mirth 
crowns the evening. The business of the day being 
over, the men join the women in the sugar^grovesy 
where enchantment seems to dwell. The lofty trees 
wave their spreading branches over a green turf, on 
whose soft down the mildness of the evening invites the 
neighbouring youth to sportive play^ while our rural 
NestorS) with calculating mindB contemplate the boyish 
gambols^ of a growing progeny \ they recount the ex« 
ploits of thefr early age, and in their enthusiasm, forget 
there are such things as detirepitude and misery. Per* 
haps a convivial song^ or a pleasant narration closes the 
scene.' 

< Or perhaps/ said Laurai witli a smtile, < the Fairy 
strikes, with her silver wand, and the whole vanishes^ 
leaving behind an uncultivated wiMemess.' 

• If is every word true,* said Citizen Common: * I 
bate not "iohl you half what Mr. Im'-*»y says of it. I 
am a surveyor, and can point you, out the most eligible 
situatiXNiKS} which, out of my respect for your charatters^ 
I will do without reward.-^Here are plans of eight dif- 
ferent estates, from one hundred acres to five thousands. 
There are three qualities of land, but I suppose ^ you 
would prefer the best, which will be parted with pro- 
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< Twelve goineas for the hundred acres \* excjsdmf^ 
the Doctor > ^ vl^ you mistakieyfyou are giving the bold 
away. Ah ! if aU the poor vagahands in the cdd yntUi 
knew that here they could have a portion ofeac^^IlM' 
^fnoat nolhie^y they would heg, borrow, or stcid, to 
procure a pasaage lo thia land of milk aad honey/ j I 

* There are thouftaAda every year,' aaidthe atrangery ' 
* who beneSt by our hoapiuUty. If I might advise^^is 
plat ofgroundiaituated ofl the north fork of tbefi% 
hmr^ is the mostialigible liar a first settlement. 

* Well/ said the Doctjor, < if you bring me the; l||% 
deeds asd witiiesae9» I miU purchase that: A U^u^aid 
acres Is just a» hundred md eight guineasy and that. is 
aissere aong.* * i i 

* Indeed/ said CoMSiopy with e st^are, ^ you shall have ] , 
Ae deeds drawn out and registered with precision. V 
This being settled, he observed, that at such a distance^ 
they would require to take with them vaiioua implex 
jpents of husjbai^ry, and articles of oeceesity,^^ ev^ 
thing bemg trebled in e3Cf>ence beyond the Alleghaqf 
mountains. . > , 

< But why,' aaid Frederick, ^should we encumher 
coirselvesuri^ articles of luxuiy? We intend to ^uit 
society^ and will not load ourselves with ka ineoBveni* 

^ My dear Sir/ said Common, < ^yott advanoe hefoai 
themarkf so much do we depend np^ each ochcT# 
that we can neither begin nov jproccedwithmtt the cd« 



operatiotHi of our fellows : For instaneO) bow will yovk' 
cultivate the earth i Will jroa tear down the trees with 
]fOur bodily prowess? or will you turn the sod wiUi^ 
your nails? Toil must have spades and ploughs, and a 
variety of other articles* 

* We are obliged to have all these in England/ aaid 
Frederick: * I do not see that labour is less or more 
easy in the new world than the old.' 

^ Infinitely so,* cried Common ; * farmers here work 
bt themselves, wages are so high that they cannot af« 
ford to hire meny and land Is so cheap that servants sooii 
become maiters.' 

< That is as it should bet' a«dd Stupeo, < that is seme* 
(hing like equality. In our country, it farmery with a 
few hundred acreS} does little move than overlook hie 
servants.* 

Under the directions of Common, near a ^usan^ 
pounds were expended in articles necessary for a settle- 
snent'—.the patent was made out at the .regular oflicet 
and four waggons waited the pleasure of these gt'cat 
i|ien» who quitted the haunts of luxury in search of vir«» 
tue and liberty in an howling wilderness. 

Every article as they passed along the r<yul was exor« 
Intantly dear, seventeen dollars beuig charged for a com- 
mon dinner for themselves and their horses; but what 
more astonished them, was the impertinence of the urn* 
keepers, who being all agricultural men, did not alto* 

S 
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igether depend en their innsj nod conceived trarellers 
to be the obliged parties. 

* This is very singular hospitality,' said the Doctor : 
* I have read a book which informed me it was custo- 
mary to travel from farm-house to farm«house, and from 
New-England to Maryland, almost free of expense.' - 

< Republicans/ said Stupeo, < are independent peo*' 
plej they do not cringe and fawn upon you fior a shilling 
like your tn^lers in Europe ; they possess a conscious 
tnanly dignity.' 

* The dignity of an inn-keeper is certzdnly very great,' 
^id Laiira ; * but I prefer the slavish European, where 
people seem obliged to you at least.' 

As they advanced over the mount?iins to Fort Ktt| 
they were charmed with the scenery, and the majestic 
river Ohio, down which they sailed, between extensive 
savannas and high-towering forests, where scarcely .the 
beams of day, much less the foot of man, ever pene- 
trated.. 

Stupeo, who was a m&n of profound reflection, wad 
frequently subject to melancholy, to dissipate which, he 
had recourse to peach brandy and American rum, in« 
deed these mingled with water are the common drink ; 
but though he was no milksop, he was soon seized with 
a dysentery, which to his comfort he found Was very 
us al to new comers. 

Being arrived at Lexington, the metropolis of the 
finest country in the world, they were a little surprised 
X tlx sight of abdut thirty ill-looking wooden houses 
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f>ut they had seen so rnaOi^ wonders in the world^ that. 
they were not altogether confounded^ and Stupeo de* 
dared that he was delighted at the prospect of coming 
nearer a state of nature than they had even hoped or 
expected. 

Their large traiif of baggage was a sufficient sign of 
importance to procure them several visitors ; by this 
means the place of their intended settlement was quick- 
1 y known, and a great deal of unnecessary trouble ^void- 
ed, there , being already a family at Lexington, come 
Totn Virginia, with a grant for the same land, which 
bey were unable to settle^ it being already in the pos- 
session of another holder. 

* This is inconceivable,' said Doctor Alogosi^one 
had need possess a share of suffering philosophy to en- 
dure tlus ; but how am 1 to be righted ?' , ^ 

* You may go to law,* replied the informant. * I am 
^n attorney, and will do you justice ; for though the 
other purchaser has been at law this twelve-months^ and 
has lost his cause, that was because he did not employ 
me.' . . 

* Go to law r cried the Doctor with horror; <whal 
are there laws and lawyers in a wilderness ? I expected 
to have found nothing worse than rattlesnakes and ty« 
gers* 

« The world could not exist without law,^ said the 
lawyer. * Why, it is almost impossible to purchase a 
lot of land here without a law*sttit entailed, for at the 
office they grant patent upon patent^ so that funY ^^^ 
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Miy choose what pMi he prefers <tf the whrie country i 
«Dd when he is here he cannot easily return.' 
" * That is right/ cried Stupeoy * that is exactly my 
system of argmnent) the greatest resulting^ good is the 
first to be defined^ the wilderness must be peopled* and 
liie human race expanded over the surface of the earth.' 

* But can we have no land V said Frederick ; < surety 
tfus prodigious country is not all monopolized ?* 

* You may have thousands of acres^' replied the law- 
yer; * but| if you would be safe» you must purchase at 
•econd-hand— >that is a lot from the great farmers. You 
may have good uncultivated land at six guineas the bun" 
4tod acres— Mr. Common imposed upon you more than 

^mc^alfy but I am si honest man/ * 



CHAPTER XV. 

!ne PUaturt^ qf bending Mttnre to the ruUa ^ Jn^^ 
jSiufteo and Susan determine to Peoftie 0e wiidemeta 
*'~4he Superiority qf savage life exemplified. 

HAVING made at purchase of three hundred acresi 
about one hundred and fifty miles from LexingtoD» 
nearer the Ohio, containing twb fine mill-seats^ with wi^ 
ter^carriage for timberi they began their march through 
the wilderness. Every ^n or twelve miles along the 
road a little, plantation was begun. Lauras fooked. in 
vain fpr the blooming orcharda and^ siigai>groYes> wUh 
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fine lawns beneath them ; she saw Indeed some cluf # 
ters of sugar-maple trees at inffervals in the woods, 
. where- JVature had planted them ; but as to the velvet 
meadows, nothing of thatVsort appeared, the natiire 
grass being several feet high, matted so as to be almost 
impassable, and too rank for any use. The weather 
wasinsujBTerably hot^*miU!ons of insects tormented them 
night and daj^-snakes curled along the tracks, called 
roads, and prodigious large frogs and toads wallowed in 
fcvery little tank of stagnant Water, which the impene- 
trable forest prevented the sun from evaporating. 

Neither milk nor butter were pi*ocurabIe at any 
iprice, and they were under the necessity of drinking sgU 
rits and water, which thre\y them all into slight fevers, n 
and added strength to the disease of Stupeo. 

Bein g arrived at the place where they were to settle, 
they were a little surprised to find it covered with pro- 
digious large trees, which seemed to bid defiance to hu- 
•man labour. * A thick cane brake over-ran half the sur- , 
face, and was so matted and entangled- with the trees, 
,that they could not even clear a path through. The 
ground, which was not thus covered, was apparently so 
barren, that the black heaths of England were a sort of 
comparative garden. 

' * It is plain to me,* said Stupeo, •that cultivating the 
ground is a deviation from the state of nature. Hal she 
not spread her wide extended branches to shelter \^^ 
Bom heat and from rain I Has shS not scattered vari^T^ 

^2- 
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~ otts fmiu «nd ahrabt without our reach^ and irbat d« 
ire want more ?. When we sballhaveapeDt our atrenytli 
in destroying these trees* and laboured to-raiso tho lot- 
ten sods into life, shall we not set some Value oir tlbs 
earth I We shall become proud, selfish and tjrcanfttcal 
.—we shall not readily yield it to anothoTi and thus we 
l^ive birth to all the horrors of ciyil life.* 

* It is too late now to retract,* said Laura ; f surel)^ Hie 
tesources of philosophy are not e:|hausted,: reason and 
truth have now full power to expand unchecked in the 
desart wild.* 

* To be pcr&ctlf free/ said Stupeot < we should become 
like the Toaming Indians ; let us give to mankind a 
great and glorious example? Let us cast aside, our 
clothes^ they are an incumbrance beneath the digni^ of 
virtue, let us live Uke the wild Indians.* 

*^ You may if jou like,* said Laura, laughing* < but I 
iiearjonwiUttot easily do without brandy, and that is a 
tSorl^en article in the. big book el Nature.* 

,*^or my part»* said Frederick* * I will try the incon* 

-- leniences of a detached life before. I wholly, enter H^ 

^ state of savagism ; we haie contracted so many .tm* 

natural wanu, which reason knows to be useless, that 

it requires time to root out our habiti^ and prejudices.* 

In about mw^ek*s time, an u&coilMbrtable hovel was 
I»re4^/ with the help of some neighbours ; but these pl»- 
]o30]^be'rs had so little iies<dution in encountering great 
If that these tfuree gieal mea were anoAer 
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/we«kk«£offift tfaqr*']iad'cait.Qff the lower bougba^^f^HTew 
«ite»» where. the]P had pta&iied a kiftcbeB«g(ftrd^ 

StHpea waa thrown c^Nhi^le^ with the iittle exerd- 
«! Jie had ntade« the heat .and ^e^Jiad^proviaions, mo 
men^kecpog. without aaltr No phyaiciaa waa wkhkn 
waaoky .aiUea» except one^ an Igoosanl <)uadi»v whose 
whole knowledge waa drawn i^pom^Salmon^sDispensaf 
U^f and the London Complete Art o£ HeaUngc 

Stupeo pipcte n dedyhe rejoiced -that Nature- would ha^re 
her course ^r. but aho. soon 80 redueed^himrthal k^ was 
evident the great: man woidd quit the* wovl#'Wilhoat 
liaving^causedoRerevokidon> and 4hel>oo(or dispatch- 
ed a messenger for the- surgeon, who»> oif hta-^mvi^ 
prescribed some common m e dicM rtS t ^ which ^i^^aatlf -rer 
Ueved the patient* 

Doctor Aiogos^ lameMed the .want, of teoka^ though 
he had very litdetimo to readf-whafr letauvo he* hM 
wns fipont hi idle repining) and xursing the dajT he ever 
set his foot on the new worldf. whi<^ to his eyoa appeai# 
ed ooljr half formed. He had another auhjoattof dtagui- 
Ql m Susan, who was CTerjr day reproaching Uoi wMi 
having carried her 0ut of the world to die in* a« deaari. 
Laura was the only ono any way c^yileii^ed^ftN^fehe sweets 
ness of her disposition, and iier alfeetion ferJier imcle^ 
overloc^edmanydifficultiiia* . Surely^UioughutheDoe* 
ton^thore ifi something at least very pleasant ia the at- 
tachment of kindred,, and though she may love^no aa 
an individuaii contrary fg the new {riiilosophyt 1^ a^ 
perceive any^great^evii^in it. 
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The progress they made in cultivation served only to 
shew them the futility of their undertakings, and a whole 
family happening to die of a fever occasioned by over- 
labour) they purchaspd the farm, which had been brought 
into some degree of cu1tivation.-*«Theground| which 
had never been turned up to the air, being composed df 
totteh vegetable sdbstance» was loaded with febrile pari 
tides and noxious vapour, the effects of which are fre- 
quently seen in the deaths of the new comers; nor did 
the Doctor and Frederick escape withdut a severe fit of 
the ague, which disabled them fron^ labour. 

The great Stupeo seemed here buried in unworthy 
obscurity; he saw his genius and talents unemployed, 
and mankind unbenented by his labours. He had fruit- 
lessly attempted to injure the innocence of Laura, wKo 
detested him even more than Frederick ; and he resolv- 
ed no longer to suffer the unjust monoply which Doc- 
" tor Alogos practised in the person of Susan. The fat- 
* ter was hbattily tired of the Doctor, who ^vas not so 
young as Stupeo, axkl having imbibed the real principles 
of equality, she made very little difficulty of aiding to 
people this wilderness, Where, it must be^ confessed", 
there was a little too much of solitude. 

The Doctor beheld, as a singular phenomenon, the 
change of Susan's shape, which neither reason nor ar- 
gdmeht tould account for, though it was evident there 
mu§t have been a cause superior to chance. 

< It may be' nothing more than an idea,' said Stupeo; 
but at any rate it does not srgnlf/ * who is th6 parent of 
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the (MdmiAeimAihiiigi goodis.eq|uatf JUi aioo^iiotmt^ 
qttence to the child) beoausei under tlic|NKit9Ctlon^phi« 
loeophy) its niiid will fpnifMif expmd to the genial 
beams of tnidL • I ami of opif^ooi that lE^hitdrea ifaould 
he biPOttghti^iindiffiBrentlf hy the male w btsaktiU i| 
may happen. Whyt I woqM aaki in the name^com* 
mon senae^ are not men aa sreli ealoutated foe niiraaa aa 
women V 

* Because/ said Laura, * they aee not so domestic 
jmd because Providence haspro?ided>the female with a 
nutiiment adapted to. the tendemeas oC infancy/ 

* Tliat ariiaes from m^^e eepletioD»' aaid tbO) great phi* 
Joappher^ ^and ia the source ofafl • wr £8easef«-we 
driaw in. cormptiofi at the hreaatt ^and if^we would one 
daf become immorta}) ) amof opinion we should h4^edu« 
cated independentfrom) the hirth|i and fed upon some- 
thing: mora natural thaa.milkf which iaof ail substances 
soonest- corrupted.' 

* C^coiiise upoiii)r^todyr aaidlMMivaf ' brandy is cme 
of the le^si.c<u^I:uptible of Buids.' 

SusaH), in due ' timef baoughtta maiD ehild into the 
world ; but no pfaysiciaO: or person ofiskiljl heiug within 
reach) an igporan^old^ woman ^fikiafied^ and the poeir 
wretch expired in agony*. 

* Sucb«' cried Stupeo, * are the consequencea of being 
neither in or, put of aoeiet]^:-— Here we>are in a desart) 
abandoned by our species, with all the habits we con* 
triOiB^^M^^Q^^ W'^^^^^ to^attsfy themj;.'— if we 
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hadbe^ in a sttte of nature,^nature wouM hare ac^ 
plUhed every thing.* 

The Doctor ^as shocked at the event, though satis 
ed she had not been constant to himself ^ and he moi« 
than ever began to doubt the reality and practicability 
of the tublime doctfiines of the new philosophy. Stu- 
peo undertook the education of the boy, whom he insist* 
ed should enjoy perfect freedoniy and 6e allowed to crawl 
about the house like any other animal. ' 

< He shall not be thwarted in any thing,* said he : 
* The gr^t Rousseau tells us that we only implant vices 
into children by pretending to teach them justice, and 
destroy the temper by checking the sallies fat imagiha- 
lioQ/ Unfortunately for the enlightened system o^edu* 
cation, this gtand experiment proved abortive, ^ht 
tender infant sickened and died oi a consumption. 

Frederick, however, maintained that it was the kl^^ 
ness of Laura which killed it; and Stupeo discovered 
that it was stung to death by musquetoes, its body being 
delicate, and not plaistered over with unguents of grease, 
like the infants of Indians; and the Doctor swore that 
8tupeo had piusoned it with brandy. Thus these three, 
great men could not agree upon so insignificant a thing 
as the death of a child under a grand philosophical ex- 
periment: Where then is the wonder that men are 
duly cutting each others throats for a ^erence of po* 
Mtiipal opinion ? 

One day when these'tteee philosophers were labour- 
ing in the field, . sometimes uttering execrations, and 
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scniietiiiiet disputing, not a little to the prejudieeroF 
'e^.^liiti^/a^/e truth, which often appeared in diffe^reQl 
'". shapes, a troop of Miami Indians crossed the Ohio in 
their punts, and carried off all the portable articles at 
the little farm, which they had dignified with the name 
ofClarens. Poor Laura shared the fate of the rest of 
the stock, and it was not known to the philosophers 611 
their return home. ^ 

< Black forever be the day !* exclainied the Doctor^ 
< when I left England with all its evils — there, person's 
and property enjoy some protection. Alas ! my dear 
Lai)ra,my beloved child is n^iurdered ancl scalped I* 

< Nothing more natural,* said Stupeo, coolly ; < sa- 
vages do not make those childish distinctions we do be* 
tween beauty and ugliness^^-^revenge is all they seek, 
for the unjust usurpation of the Europeans ^— Are we' 
nik driving them from their ancient possessions, and 
4ai]y narro\i^ng their bounds and power to live V 

• What have they done,' said the Doctor, « in the 
course of some thousand years ? The utmost extent of 
their knowledge in agriculture, is the planting of a few 
slips of maize and tobacco.* , 

« But they enjoy perfect liberty,* ssddFrederick j < they 
have few vices, and few wants— they roam at will over 
the face of the creation v— *I feel myself enamoured of 
savage life/* 

* ' 'IT 

* // 1< ihe firactke ©/ the nei^ school ra exalt evenf 
, tkmg 9avage. ^n Indian U with them ihe most virtu* 

ous qf human beings 4 and theif make him utter $ent$m 
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H tee jl^ifi Tecumed the Dottort < that veiy ibw 
men can exist in a vati^e atate : I tee we muat have 
made a progreis in arts and sciences t>efore we can 
pretend to clYirUfe. Thus arts and sciences, with all 
Ibeir defectSf tend to increase the numbers of mankind* 
Itodeedf I begin to perceive philosophy has not every 
claim I snpposed to universal acceptance.' 

* The new philosophy is immutabloy* cried Stupeo; 
^and notwiihstanding every check from selfishness^ it 
will in time sap all society» and depopulate tbose hot* 
houses of vice and disease^arge cities/ 

^ My life/ cried Alogos, « is a burden in this wilder^ 
ness p^l have no "books to aitiuse and instruct me»— no 
intercourse ol polished triendsbipi all is rugged and 
rude. There is no market for commodities that might 
stimulate avarice. 1 feel a thousand wants I cannot gra« 
tify, and even common necessaries I cannot procurei^-* 
Afrection, which I once thought a blind partialUyi I now 
find like a balm amidst the evils of life^ and as I have 
lost my Laurai I am completely wretbked. I am not 
now equsd to the task of cultivatinig the g^und i and ' 
might have procured more comfortsi conveniences! 
luxuries in Bng1and» as' a daylabourert than in this n 
with all its freedom.* 

mcnft he never heard^ and perform actkn^whkh nevelt 
were wUneeeed. Why U uil thie but tolooeen men from 
therccifireteU bmd^ if^oeiety^imdHe^^t^ ihefoUndatU 
me (^hfumun.^9V!crmiem$r. S^fiir^imdeedMTe fheJ^' 
dikm§ removed fromit^e^immkBMi^if^ 
ehey are totally $he eonereiry*. 
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^ f must grant,' said Fredeiick, < that we have too 
much labour: this is not a state congenial to human 
nature— «this is solitude without its concomitants, plenty^ 
liberty, and ease. What sigfnifies my being at Uberty 
to wander in a forest and shoot deer, when I must till 
th^ ground or starve ; this is not genuine equality, and I 
am determined to seek it in a savage state.' 

* For me, ssdd the Doctor, < I am so conipletely 
wretched, that I will seek no further for a bauble-^I 
will die here.' 

< The great' moralist, 'Rousseau,' said Stupeo, ^ has 
said,dy rendering life insufi/iortaSlej God orders one to 
quit it. Now you believe in a Deity, and surely you 
may trust his mercy .* 

* I will not provoke his anger, thou fiend of darkness,* 
skid Doctor Alogos, with more energy than he ' usually 
displayed : * do I suffer one single inconvenience I' have 
not brought upon myself, and you would have me close- 
the account with murder. The Deity does not act by 
evils, nor are the consequences of our head-strong pas- • 
sions, our follies, and our crimes to be laid to his charge. 
Soiidseau was a fool, with all his rants and declamati- 
ons, and many of his followers shew their long ears.' 

A black slave, whom these advocates for univer*sal 
fi'eedom had purchased^ his labour being cheaper than 
an hired servant, now entered the hut, ^ith the tidings 
that Laura had been seen crossing the Ohio, with the 
[fidians, in a w^tem direction. 

T 
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Coctor Alogosy at this'btelligencey roused himself t<t 
kction, and the tiro philosophers proj>08ed to accompany 
him) more from an expectance of novelty^ than any de- 
sire to recover Lfiura, whb would never attend to the 
lectures of these great men. 

They set out on horseback well armed, pursuing the 
track pointed out to them. For four days they followed 
the Indiansi till their provisions were exhausted, and 
their horses nearly jaded out. They subsisted upon the 
wild berries and fruit in the forests, still continuing their 
rout, and having plenty of powder the birds supplied 
them a frequent repast. 

By degi^es they lost ail knowledge of the direction 
of the country. Their horses fell beneath them, and 
the underwood became almost impenetrable.— -A coun- 
cil of war was called, in which Frederick pleaded stre* 
nuousiy that they should join the first band of Indians 
they might meet, and cast away every trace of society ; 
he even proposed that tney should abandon their arms 
and clothes, and trust wholly to chance. 

This he was prevailed upon to give up, by tl.e ob- 
servance that the Indians were not so divested of alt art 
as to be without arms, tliese beir g necessary in a roam- 
ing life to procure themselves food* 

Doctor Aiogos, who had no wish to return without 
his niece, complied with all the sublime whims of these 
great tixn ; apd tlcugh l.e was far from bemg in pci* 
feet health, le ateiidcd them through the dreary ialj?i» 
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rmtbs of an almost impassable forest^ where hung;er and . 
thirst were their constant companions. 

For near ten days they did not see a single human be- 
ing except themselves. They had fallen in with a drove 
of buffaloes, on one of which they made a plentiful re* 
past. Their shoes were already worn out, and the green 
hide bound with thongs supplied the place ; though they 
now ran considerable hazard from the swarms ofsnakes 
which basked in^ the sun, or hung from the trees like 
caterpillars in an English hedge. Frederick being the 
tallest, had received several severe contusions from ilie 
boughs of the trees, and the infinite swarms pf musque* 
toes which seemed to fill the air, goaded the whole par* 
ty incessantly. 

Some Indians they accidentally fell in with, ran away 
^rom them in terror. In the woods they found several 
skeletonii, which, from their mutilated state, appeared 
to have been killed in battle. 

* It is very singular,' said Frederick, < that even these 
savages, whp are very little more advanced in civil life 
than an Ouran-outang, should delight iso much in war. 

< War,' replied Stupeo, < is eongenial to human na« 
ture ^— <what, are all the civilized states that now exist 
ipamersed in voluptuousness and sloth ?•— -All the manly 
virtues are lost, when arts and sciences are cultivated* 
Look back to the ancients— the Celtae, the Danes, the 
Goths, the Scythians, and all those hardy tribes who 
lived only in war, we shall there find all the heroic vir* 
tues, the contempt ofdanger, the bravery of seasons, the 



314 THB VaWbOMD. 

s 

generosity of friendship, and the gallantry to the ^ir, «o 
peculiar to the times of chivalry— all these are the chil- 
dren of a state of perpetual war.* 

* I thought,* s£ud the Doctor, ' you held gallantry Jn 
contempt, as a pusillanimous trifling, unworthy a great 
mind ; and that imrticular friendships are an outrage 
against political justice.* 

* So I dof* cried Stupeo ; * and whoever knew me re- 
tract what I once advanced?* 

* But how do you reconcile the contradiction ?' 

* A philosopher can reconcile every thing.*— The new 
philosophy is founded upon the broad expanded basis of 
Tlniversar truth ; it establishes {)rincit:(les not all' the 
powers of kings and priests shall overthrow^ intich less 
a few contradictions.* 

This warmdebate was interrupted by some female 
screams. The Doctor cocked his rifle piece, and the 
whole company moved towards the place, where, in a 
little retreat, they saw an Indian severely beating two 
women with a cane; 

* This is very astonishing gallantry,* said Doctor A* 
logos, < this is a warlike people ; but let us inquire 
M'hat is the reason of this usage.' 

Their black servant, Mungo, who understood the di- 
alect of the five nations, inquired the meaning of the 
chastisement. 

< Because I choose it,' said the Indian : * I have a 
great mind to shoot them both with my arrow.' 

1 Well, but you have some cause for your anger^' said 



the Doctbr, through the medium of Mungo.— •* To be 
sure I have 7 — I ofdered them toshoot some plovers for 
my- dinner, while I was painting myself with tiiis delight- 
ful blue, and they return to tell me they can find none. 
*I suppose,' said the Doctor, < you are related to 
them ?'•— * They are my wives/— ^ On« of them is very 
young/—* She is mytlaughtet.*— ^ What, do you use 
your daughters as a wife ?'— To be sure I do— have I 
not the most right to my own ?— Does not Nature and 
thfc?1great Manetaw of the lakes tell us to do so?* 

• VVe must acknowledge,' said the Doctor, * this PI 
very strange;— the women appear universally to be 
slaves to the men; but, alas! what a mere brute is 
man) when som« greater law than his own will does not 
curb his passions. If this be liberty, bind me forever Co 
a galley oar.' 

< I find nothing strange in. all this,' said Stupeo« 
•"These men arc ignorant of the sublime doctrines of 
philosophy — they do things without seemg their fitnes% 
and therefore may ^rr a little in promoting universal 
good; for instance what is Uierc unnaturalin tliis revo- 
lution of kindred r' Is it not a common practice with anl' 
mfaU ?• 

' What horrid principles,' said Alogos : * how wouW 
it be possible to rear brothers and sisters ^to maturity ?' 

* That is none of my bitsines,' replied Stupeo ; < I do 
not concern myself with trifles.*' 

Doctor Alogos felt the truth of this reply; and iiav- 

T 2 
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ing witnessed the brilliiint virtues of a warlike nation m 
the savage state, he concluded that .the whole human 
species was under some dreadful, curse ^ for insanity 
seemed to influence all their actions. 

The following day they crossed a large savanna, where 
they could not procure the smallest sustenance, and in 
the evening tired and exhausted, they arrived at a little 
settlement of Indians. 

* Now,' cried Frederick, in rapture, * yft shall behold 
genuine hospitality ; we shall se e pure nature, unso- 
^fihisticated by the vices of society ? 

They requested of ah Indian, in an humble tone, some 
hoe-cake, but received for answer, that they had scarce- 
ly sufiBcient for themselves, and a demand of some of 
their arms. ^ 

This was very unexpected to these philosc^hers, who, 
notNvithstanding their knowledge of human nature, of- 
ten made egregious mistakes, an d finding pity and hos- 
pitality alike unknown, they bargained for a supply of 
provisions, In exchange for a brace of pistols and some 
shot. 

"" These nlen,' said Stupeo, 'must have been conta- 
minated by trading with Europeans, at least they pos- 
sess the virtues of sacred friendship ; with them the se- • 
curity of oaths is unnecessary.' 

* Sacred friendship ?' said Doctor Alogos ; < you are 
a profound philosopher*- you can acknowledge what you 
stand in need of:—- you deny and afi^m just as it miits 
four then canvenience/ i 
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' And what is the use of words,' returned the other, 
• if we are not to turn them to our own advantage V 

Having with difficulty procured leave to repose in one 
of the wigwams, they made many inquiries into the si- 
tuation of the country, but received no satisfactory an* 
3wer, and from the tone of their dialect, they appeared 
to be a tribe beyond any that had immediate connexion 
with Europeans. They lay down upon some long grass; 
their weariness caused them to sleep particularly soOnd, 
and they were not a little amazed to find in the morning 
most of their clothes stolen, with two of their fc^wling 
pieces. 

* So much for savage honesty and justice,* said Alo- 
gos : * they are a parcel of rascally thieves, and where is 
their sacred hospitality in leaving us here to perish ii>a 
wild, without arms or clothes; for we have saved nor- 
thing but wJaat we kept on our backs, or concealed be- 
neath the grass at the request of Mungo/ 

* In the first place,' said Stupeo, ^ we have no right to 
complain, they have not taken our lives, which, from 
our imprudence, was in their power; and in the second, 
we mistake terms. In society, I ,grant this Would be 
called a robbery, but, amongst the children of nature, it 
is only taking from another what they want to use them- 
selves: they have not our Ideas of particular property.* 

* It 6eems to me however,' said Frederick, ' that they 
were conscious of injustice, or they would not all haye 
departed in this sneaking way. I begin to think the 
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savage State of man is not conducted on pbilqsophicai 
principles/ 

< That is what I have been saying all the time,* cried 
Slupeo. < Listen while I explain tofou the progress of 
human nature^ from' gross darkness 'to superstition; 
from supeistition. to the great light of truth; and 
from thence to philosophical ignorance, which is the 
. genuine stats of real felicitv.' 

^ You might as well talk of t(ie light darkness of the 
full noon ofnigl^t,' cried the Doctor in a rage. < I will 
demonstrate it,' cried Stupeo.—- ' You contradict your- 
self,' said Frederick ; < I will prove that philosophy-—- 

* You may prove the devil,' said Stupeo, * if you will, 
but you shall not overturn my, arrangement, which is 
founded on the broad basis of truth and universal man.* 

* What, will you have eatee masses ?' said Mungo:^— 
and the three great philosophers arose to provitle them- 
selves breaklkst from a neighbouring brookv where Uiey 
gathered some herbs. 

^ ' CHAPTER XVL 

The. Vagabonds arrive at a perfect Republic and he fir UV' 
ciples of equality and fwlUical justice* 

OUR' troop of philosophical Vagabonds set-out,' they 
knew not whither, ami had not gone iar before they 
foutid, exposed beneath a tree-, an Indian child^ pnn)' 
weak, and almost expiring, 

■■ ~ .- 
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< Befiold,' cried Albg^s, * the humanity of savages \ this, 
I suppose, is parental care* This poor wretch is so in- 
formed, that it M ill take too much trouble to rear it ; and 
savages have too many wants to supply, and are too ig- 
norant of physic to encumber themselves with a sickly 
infant.' 

*• It is a glorious practice/ exclaimed Stupeo ; and 
shews them to be, in fact, more humane than oursdlves^ 
Of what value is life with an unhealthy or defornied per- 
son ? We are, in such a case« a burden to ourselves 
and to others.' 

< But how many great heroes and philosophers h^ve- 
had very little persons,' said Doctor Alogos* * I do 
not apprehend the human mind to be in admeasurement 
to the prowess cJf the body-^d far from it, that men of 
brilliant genius, have most frequently been of weak con* 
i^tudons ; the hardy and robust being too full of animal 
spirits to be contented with speculations, and why may 
we not find, in this very custom, the reason that Indianis 
remidn in a stationary state, as they deprive themselves 
of these persoAs of intellect. 

• it explains to me,' ^aid trederifek, ^ what I had at- 
tributed to their manner of life and want of luxuries. 
It is easy to have none but people of strength and vi« 
goor, if all that, are otherwise be destroyed in infancy.' 

* Experience,' replied Alogos, with a deep sigh, * la 
the best school, but the mischief-is, that those who are 
yet well, will not take warning by e^tample, till they 
suffer themselves.' 



For forty days they continued to wtnderi more than 
once encounterbg a few sti^aggUng Indians, who at- 
tempted to convince them^ that in a state of natQre,/orce 
was the only law, and passion the onty standard of right 
They came at length to a great chain of mountains} ex* 
tremely barren^ and placed in such confusion, that they 
appeared scattered by the hand of tempest. 

They had cpntinued their journey, merely from the 
restless spirit of rambUng, and the dread theyJelt of re- 
turning to their delightful farm oi ClarenSir-They now 
debated whether they should climb the summit} or take 
some other route ; but the expectation of beholding an 
entire new country, invited them to labour at the steep. 
Th^y were by this time so accustomed to hardship, that 
a trifle could not intimidate them, and in three days they 
gained the elevations of the mountsdns. 

They gazed upon the prospect beneath them, whi<j^ 
was much superior to their expectation. A fine level 
countryi interspersed with gentle swellings, and inter- 
sected with limpid streams, watering extensive groves* 
presented itself. Among the groves appeared high 
spires and lofty domes, evidently the workmanship of 
ingenious artists. 

The philosophers were enraptured, and wearied them* 
selves in conjectures of what region they could be ad- 
vanced to. They waited impatiently for the morning, 
when they began to unravel Che ma^es which wound 
down from the mountains, and it Kras the ensuing day ^ 
before they reached the base. 
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They then refreshed themselves triih some fine fritit) 
which seemed to grow neglected, and proceeded for« 
ward tqwards the great piles of buildings which they had 
seen from far* They overtook a man who wsts slowly 
walking! with his eyes bent upon the ground^ as if in 
deep study, and totally naked. Our philosophers were 
therefore not put out of countenance by their owt) rag- 
ged appearance. 

Doctor Alogos accbsted him in various languages, 
but without being understood) when the mat) inquired in 
Hebrew what they were, and hoW they came into that 
country.—* Why doyou'wfilk^naked ?* said the Doctor. 

< Betause we have nobody to itiake clothes.'—' How 
do you employ yourselves ?*— -^ I am studying the pub'^ 
lie good/ 

< Studying the public good i' repeated the Doctor : 
• you are then a legislator of the country ?*•— ^ No, I am 
a private individual; b41t it is the place of every man to 
study to promote the public good.' 

Having passed this politician, who seemed unwilling 
to speak much, our vagabonds disputed with them** 
selveS)On the nature of the countryt which they thought 
very strange, especially as they met several persons em« 
ployed studying the public good. A man striking a 
tree sometimes with tiis fist* and then with his head, in* 
duced the Doctor to inquire the meaning of so singular 
r an action. ' I am endeavovi;ing to drive this idea out of 
my path.' ^ That is not an idea,' said the Doctor^ < thai 
is a reality.'—-^ AU things are ideas|' ceviUfed,\.Vw^''ws»ss.'v 
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* e^ery thing whiph appjc^ars to. exist, is merely an idea ; 
we cannot prove that Ihere is reality, body, substance, 
extension, or any such quality.' 

* Very good,' said tbe Doctor: * I fancy before you 
have beat that idea. In form of a tree, out of your wayj 
you will ha>e an i^ea of a fractured skull.'* 

As they advanced along the high road» the hedges of 
which were fallen into decay, they overtook a trpop of 
peppl6, who. were nvQving a tree by means of a n^a^ 
cbine ; the greater part stood idle, while five or six. 
furthered the work- Doctor Alogos inquired of the 
nciares^t wh?^ was the naipe of the country. The man 
paused for some time, at length replied, ' I do not think 
it for the public gc^^ to answer yofU*— I will rc;6eet upr ■ 
pn it.' While he stood reflecting, he was called by his 
comrades; the first gang of labourers retiring for ano- 
ther to take their places. 

The travellers proceeded onward^ towards the great 
city. They perceived so|ive builders repairing an hoiise,^ J 
which, from its singular construction, engaged their at* 
tention. While they stood admiring, all the labourers 
gave over work. A man; who was half way up a ladder* 
fixed his burden on an hook, which seemed there on pur- 
pose. Some men winding up a qrane, fixed a p\illy up* 
oo a catch, and left the beam, hanging in the air. The 

whole party sauntered away different ways, and a ^ew 

• 

*Itia astonishing how ridiculous and even irrational 
the new doctrines afificar^ when taken Jrom thefiage oj 
tnctafihysicSi and contra^jted withfiractice. 



^t advancing* btg^xi to labour. The travellers reflect- 
ed on, this iDcideDt, remaining stationary for ^ome time. 
In half an hour this new set of builders, retired like the 
former, and another troop advanced. 

' This is a curious mode of building/ said the Doc- 
tor. < It seems an equal division of labour/ said Stu- 
peo ; ^ I dare say we are arrived at last ia a country of 
.philosophers.' 

^ But at this rate an house will not be finished In ted 
years :r— the public good does not seem much promoted 
by this means.' 

They proceeded oU) and saw on one side of the road 
a smith's shop. They paused to see if labour was here 
equally dividied. Some iron in the fire was heated to a 
proper heaty taken out and laid upon tha anvil, wiien 
the, man who was working left, it there and marched 
^way. Another took his^place, but the welding heat 
was lost, and the iron was returned again to the fire. 

A man drew near them in de^p thought) and the Doc- 
tor, ventured to inquire *the subject of his reflection. 
< I am debating/ replied he, < whether it will be most 
to the public good^ that I should help half an hour at 
gettini^ in the harvest) or labour half an hour at buildinj^ 
the new granary ; I have spent all the morning in con- 
sidering, and cannot determine.' 

• Then it is necessary to do one ?'— ^ Yes, it has been > 
proved ^ a voluminous, book of political justice: that, 
4a the old sys^emof things, the labour which was per- 
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formed by a certain Dumber of the lower people, could 
be done in half an hour's labour for each individual per 
diem, v But I do not know how it is, since we are all 
equal, and all labourers^ and all stucjying the public 
good, our country is going rapidly to decay. An house 
that used to be built in three months, is not now done in 
as many years ; and as to works of genius, it was found 
utterly impossible for different sets of workmen topaifit 
a picture, write a book, or finish a device.' 

^ At least,' observed the Doctor, < you might provide 
yourselves clothes.' 

< We do manufacture some coarse canvass, but it is a 
matter of prodigious difficulty^ for no man will woii 
fnore than half an hour ; and the hands wanted from the 
swing of the seed, till it is finished in the web and fashi* 
on6d.to the body, is astonishing, for it is strange bow 
stupid the people grow since one man knows eveiy 
thing.' 

'That is an excellent remark,* said the Doctor; 
^ more good is produced in society, by the diversity of 
genius, than if each individual were endowed with a 
small but equal proportion.' 

A stately personage, with a small piece of coarse 
eaqvass round his waist, advanced, and seeing the tra- 
vellers, courteously inquired whence they came» and 
whither they were going. 

< We have a curiosity,' said the Doctor, < to visii that 
great city which rises before u»^we are strangers, and 
not a little surprised at the rustoms of ^p^r country.' 



< Vott, see then/ said the stranger^ whose Dame was 
ParechO} * the utmost limits of human perfegtion : you 
see a people who had i^rived at the height in various 
arts and sciences, so much S0| that scarcely a peasant 
who laboured in the fields but could read the divine 
books of our ancestors ; we were surrounded with 
mountains, which prevented the invasions of an hostile 
Ibe, but still we were not happy .-^It was thought that 
the rich lived in voluptuous idleness on the labours of 
the poor, and that we should never be happy till the 
most perfect equality was established. 

< It would be endless to enumerate the devices of a 
iet of madmen and knaves/ who stunmd the ^peopU'a 
ears perpetually with systems so impracticable, that 
mankind must have been re-modelled to suit them; and 
indeed several treaties, were written, and several expe- 
riments tried to change the very constitution of 
the human nature. It was proved that no man 
could die if fear and firejudke had not prepared his 
mind for death; and coasequently it followed, that to di- 
vest our minds of this prejudice was to become im^iortal. 

* It was proved clearly, by some systemisers, that the 
peojUe ought, without exemption, to have a right of 
votingjind sending delegates to our Council of the Eld- 
ers, and that new representatives should be chosen eve- 
yy year. Not to say any thing of the riot^, debauchery 
and excess, which disgraced the whole nation at these 
peiuods, it was soon found that scarce any man of rea 
worth and learning was returned to the Councili Those 
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who wet*e BK>tt extravftgaht) and c«r|i1d tiekle tbcrnde 
huinoara of a mob« were chosen Tepre8eritative8.^^-^be 
loi^r orders likewise took pleasure in sei^ding soi^e of 
^eir own dass^ and persons of the meanest description 
were elected in a^dnuiken frolic. These representa* 
tires would, however, have been cyphers, if any propor* 
tion had been pi^ervedi' and would very ably hare re- 
presented th^ir constituents :— but the great mischief 
arose from the n^iddle class of society, who in poirit of 
numbers Were nearly equal, and in point of influence 
more than equal -, for, if a man had any domestics or 
jouitejrmen) these were necessitated to vote with th^ir 
-mmst^j imd th^ygjastfeta M^cT^nniv^csfiJly La^eh ced By 
the powers of oratory. Any man who coiirid ' riiiit ttM 
declaim wai certain of their support^ and ouf great 
Council became like the forunn oFthe suiciehttf^ where af 
demagogue could irork the people Into pa^sion^ tffid 
lead them to any preposterous scheme he ftincied. 
, ♦ The iiffluence of the crow^n was soon overturned >-* 
the people were deluded with thef ostensiblef prospeet of ^ 
liberty, which none of them could describe ; and their 
leaders throwing olP the mask, a civil war ensued^ la 
which near a million of people perished. The royi^fa- 
mily was destroyed ; the aristocracy nearly annihilated, 
for the nobles adhered to the cvoifVi from which their 
honours were derived ; and the rich wei« compelled to 
divide their property, or were firoacribed^ and the most 
shocking excesses took place ; during which) all meii 
of any property were b danger of destruction. Equaliija 
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&1 ev«ry siense ofthe Wofrd was to b^ establislied, and all 
la^ws, satred and civil, ^ei% abrogded. All things valu- 
able iind carioas lost their worth* because there was ho 
longer a market. If atnan worked, or if he remained 
idle, food and raiment was all ho had to expect; and 
genius in one hour seemed blasted fi^oni* the land. 
' < No man would work for his neighbour, because the 
reward destroyed the just balance of equality.— It \Tas 
ibimd tliat no work could be done without haying soitic 
subordinate class, like the Helots, who did the drudgery 
ofthe Spartans. This in our country hot being practi- 
cable, and the women having declared themselves no 
Ifenger dependents on the men, but equal in every point, 
h was resolved to subject them by force to the labour 
necessary for providing food, raiment, and shelter for 
the community, while the men should be employed stu- 
dying th^ public good. . 

* The female sex soon droope d undefr this usage, and 
imreated to be reinstated in the ancient slavery, for they 
found the rough employments not only spoil their features 
aftd render th6m objects of indifiTerenceybut they were in- 
capable of building houses, and oth^r laborious exertions. 
The whole labour ofthe nation was now at a stand, till 
■a prodigious great philosopher observed, that were ail 
itien necessitated to work» the labour would scarcely b^ 
felt by any. 

< It was computed^ that under the old regimen, one 
twentieth oF the pebple had been employed in agricui- 

is 2 
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ture.' If then this were divided, it would amount to 
half an hour a day : no one would shrink from thik«— «t^« 
thing could be fairer— but» how was this to be enforced ? 
For it had been proved by thid same great man» in a ve^ 
ry elaborate and verbose book of political justice^ that 
no fieofile €9uid refireaent or be refireaented ; that no, 
man could give his vote away by delegation » and the 
people believed him/ 

< I have no doubt of it/ said Doctor .Alogos.-— * My 
companions are very great philosophersi and made me 
believe wonderfu^ impracticabilities.' 

* Wen,' continued Parechoy < anarchy and massacre 
would have been the consequence, if a few men had not 
seized themselves the helm of business, and declared 
themselves censors g^eral. This was by no means 
difficult) for they had only to talk more about the public 
good, and profess principles more hypocritical than the 
philosophers, to lead the people any way.' 

' It might daturally have been supposed, that genius 
would have routed itself from the torpor of an equality 
with dullness ; but there remained no stimulant, no man 
being idlowed to enjoy greater conveniences or luxuries 
than another, and therefore labours of ingenuity lost 
their reward. £lvery specks of trade was'^rushed at 
once, because it is the nature o{ trade to amaaa^ and the 
nature oi equalityfto deatroy/ 

* Our metropolis, to which. we are advancing, is daily 
sinking into decay. Nothing new is projected«-all our 
arts are failmg into oblivion, as jchildren are not allowed 



to employ their attention on any one thing in particular, 
but to be provided at 6ve-and-twenty, well regulated, 
active, and prepared to learn y thus while they pretend 
to learn every thing, they learn nothing, for the human 
mind i^ of narrow extent, and the next gener^on will 
be within a shade of actual savagism. 

During this discourse, they had reached the precincta. 
of a large and venerable city, but evidently under a ra- 
pid d^cay. The most disgusting filth covered the 
streets, emiting a shocking and mephitic vapour. The 
people were all naked, marked with extreme ^dejection » 
and half the houses were shut up. 

< What is the reason of this,' said the Doctor ; < we 
generally impute the decrease of population to the per- 
nicious effects of sedentary and mechanical employ.' 

< It is disease,' replied I'arecho : < our physicians have 
forgot their skill, and no new students can be reared 
from the want of ostensible reward, and soplle distinction 
to talent.' 

^ But common humanity, one would suppo^, should 
^imuUte them to promote the public good,' said the 
Doctor. 

* Very likely,' answered Parecho, ' but common hu«^ 
manity will not teach men skill, there must be a labor!,, 
ous exertion of mind, and that cannot be the case when 
ive have so many other demands, and the man of genius 
is lost in the promiscuous crowd. We were told in- 
deed^hat genius was to be the only claim to distinction } 
but it was soon founds that where all was equal, there 
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eoirtd b#ao di8linctao», aad ^aras had no tnean^ t>f ex- 1| i* 

pi^Kiiiig.* I * 

«I be^ to thiiik/ sAid the Doctor, < that at kast 
ft^fte must be two orders in society, those who project^ 
and those who execute; for no man will project, when 
he must execute himself, a&d where no re\tard is to tt 
gained superior to food and raiment.' 

* But if 700 allow rewards/ said Parecho^ < equaiky 
h sapped to the foundation ; you ititroduoe luxury, aD4 
property rises to its old standard. Beside, how many 
fools would share it with the mei^ of ^geniuS|. without aiiy 
merit of their own.' J tl 

^Surely,' replied Alogos, ^ faaife I not a right to what | tP 
I will with the wealUi I have honestly acquired ? May 
not the chief stimulus to my actions hare been this very 
privilege of reodetiog a foolish tfakk-brain soi^ my heir I 
<*— It strikes me that your pvesent sjcstem cannot possibly { g 
continue— )umr people will not be suSciem to the tajk 
of gathering in a plentif u 1 harvest.' 

^ Indolence m the extreme/ replied Parecho, < pes- \ 
sesses every man, so mtieh so, ihat the vefx cares of 
connubial affection are become burthensome, and I 
have actually heard a man debate wkh his wife, whe- 
ther half ao hour was not too miich labour for the hn- 
8ttn4tecononiy«' 

* My conpanions^f said the I>oetor,.«are two very 
great philosophers, and not qttite so sublime in their 
ideas.— Their sy&^m .of equality goes to a right of pos- 
aewDg toy of the sex, ai^ I dare say they wii! not ob- 
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j0ct to the cipton^ of jipur c(Mm^> in labtouriiig^ haltan 
hour for the public good.* 

l^y this timo they arrived in a great square^ it was 
about noo»9 and our traveUets began to^ be ^ngryf at 
sight of sooao large piie«of loaves; cakes, and fruiis^^*- 
< We do not eat. in comBUMH s^d Parechot ' because wo 
are not obliged to be hungry at the same time, but ea«h 
conies to this repository, and takes what he wants/ 

< Some may eat double to others,' observed the Ooc^ 
tor ; * how do you mans^e that ?' 

y At first there were many debates, but it being utg^d 
thai Ibe Isbour of all being e(|ualf those who eat little 
iieuld not be injured^ as thty could do nothing with their 
jMi|>eidkioi^ eiuTMngs/ — ^ 

* It ifl very nngular/ a»d Sttqieo^ the Doctor intoN 
fVfyting^ that such an admirabie institution should haa^ 
sueh effect* Is your goverameat ^jati iarchial, monar^ 
ehicali tyrannical^ aristocratical, oligarchical, or repi&* 
lican?' 

* It isv republican,' replied Parecho.'*-^ Then I will^ 
xnsantain,! said Stupeo, * that it is the best possible 
form ; every thing is for and by the people themselves^ 
^nd they are not ta^ed to pro.vide for 'others.' 

^ Taxes,' replied Parecbo, < ifwithinmoderadon,and 
pot sent out of the country, are like the returning moia- 
tuce of the dews/ Titles, weaHh,.and honours, are in- 
centives to exertion, like prizes amongst school-boys ;-^ 
and, to speak* a truth, the mass of ma$iktnd are only 
^rown-Up children.' 
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•And why?* cried Stupeo, in triumph; < because 
tiiey are held in profound ignorance.* 

< I will maintain,' said Frederick, < that men are more 
^ happy ignorant than half learned; they will then follow 

the pursuits of real life, and are satisfied with the com* 
forts within their reach # I am almost tired of specula- 
tion.* 

< It is true/ sud Parecho> wi)h a languid smile, * that 
your greatest sticklers forfreedomi if they see their 
folly, become as great champions for slaveryi always m 
extremes. Under our former govemmenty which was 
a limited monarcbyj we had every gradation in sodety* 
It was observed, that the very richy and the very poor 
nmks rarely produced greatmen. Tt was from the vsb- 
rious shades of middle Mfe these arose, and to judge of 
our real liberty, I will observe to you the general rod* 
dne of property. A man of talents, in humble life, ge- 
nerally raised himself to independence ;, his son conti^ 
nuing his track, or pursuing iiis maxims, became rich ; 
his grandson claimed titles and honours, and blazed in 

* • ■ 

the zenith and power; but ius great-grand-son generally 
squandered the estates, and the family again sunk, to 
rise after two or three |;enerations.^ 

< That is exactly as it is in Great Britain,' said Doc- 
tor Alogos* 

< But tru^b,* cried Stupco, * is omnipotent. It is self^ 
demonstrated that* that government which is instituted 
by and for the people^ is for the benefit of the people^ 
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and eqtiafity is a^necessftry to genuine liberty as air is 
to life* 

\ But here,* said the Doctor^ ' is an example.*— -< Ex- 
amples have nothing to do with rational principles an4 
metaphysical arguments.* 

< Do the people always prefer their own good ?' in- 
t^uired Parecho. < Do they not cut each others throats 
to-day, for what they despise to-morrow ? Are they 
ever constant to the point ? Is ii possible then that such 
a mass of contradiction should govern itself ? Look at 
this wretched half-peopled city, abandoned to idleness 
and vice, for it is necessary the buman mind should ^| 
employed, and when it is not in good, it is in evil. It is 
only indolence prevents this people cutting each others 
throats, as it is, there scarcely passes a day without 
some violent atrocity, and two jor three suicides.* 

* But is there no means to stimulate them to some 
great action V said tbt Doctor ; < and again introduce 
ing aristocracy, for to me aristocracy appears the uni- 
yersal government; for, most certainly the select pos- 
sessors of the greatest power and connexion, govern the 
monarch by th^ir strength and advice, or the peofKO by/ 
their influence and intrigues.' 

« A governmentf' replied Parecho, * to be invulnera- 
ble against the attacks of time, and for the benefit of 
every individual, must be like a pyramid, risbg from a 
troad base to a^int. The greatest portion of mankind 
will of necessity \^t mean: these are the base, and eveifr 
advance higher is to the benefit of the class or structure 



till we rise^a soliuiy .poiAt, 4¥htch fifa«bes/the work^ 
We may indeed make other forms of structure, b.ut oo 
one without a base : if k is all basey all equality^ ihere 
can be do buiidingy aud of all buildiogsi the pyramidical 
is found to resist longest the destruction of the elemefits* 
Had Nature designed men to be equal, in except!^ to 
all other productions, she would .have endowed tbc^m 
with equal stature* jNT^weeSt and intellect.' 

Turning the cocner of the street, they saw a msn 
standing on a tub, dedaimiivg to a concourse of people* 
— ^ This,* s»d Parecto, * is one of our pbilos9pbes»^ 
y will hear him a moment* 

< CItisens 1' said the rhetoripian, \ let.ua never forg^ 
the glorious day of our emancipation from slavery, when 
a new aera^a new epoch, ever to be celebrated in tf)e 
annals of man, began ; wtieaa great people set asifie at 
once every species of government, allotted eaeb) indivi- 
dual his share in the terrestrial globe, and set.their feet 
upon the necks of trade and commerce. These two 
monsterfr are happily strangled, and exultipg ni^n'heaxd 
their expiring groans. Now, eitizens, no vaan labours 
for others, it is all for himself, and he may enjoy the 
fruits of it beneath his own viae, and under hla own fig* 
tree. The sun of science has arisen, and darkness files 
before her to the borders of the universe. Where shall 
we stop ? Who shall set bfMinds to our pursuits ? Y^h 
you will wonder at the discoveries of intellect. Tl^is 
earth upon which we stand, is proved ta^eno ^ggerin 
reality than an api'icottH&o wondefful arc^ the deceptiops 
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mdi^nitumJ And'fh^se a¥c tohited by aCtlradtionj 
:bat attraction is, in fact) tbe tit^ly catrse df bulk of 
eiisd6rt. Bo^, hkf e ytt lioit isiagnlfyifig glasses, wbich 
k« a!h ihfsect tt^ftzr as big as a cart-l^orser And 
at ate bur eyes but Tnagt)ifying-^ld;sses, wbicli so de» 
^c us, thW:' what #e takt' for inch' six ffefet, and forests 
he clouds, are lathing mofe ihiti iihpefcepl^blc ani^ 
Is, tpon ia p«fach,'to yfho/ra ifhte dbwn appears in tfieir 
s, lirgc titresr? '"Wh&idtbt this 'vrifl give diteditto 
r senses ? Who- wiH httt dbablj e vcif thittg ?-4«Git5* 
s,'f have an athai^g^'ittrpMvtitient to 6ffer to your 
H::tion*-^ f«<|tiites your a3iils(ta!«e6, as the artist Will 
bt tble'to doKhf^ie^ it if] less thah a fhodsaiid diyH^ 
i iit ^hdn*gest^ wetity Riteds ptit dajr, ^ich will 
' (^ t>ttt^ htmdt^ flhd twaity, a n^^hbel" that irill do 
5'iifeteifhah ptetxt ^nacre <rf gdi*c. This grtihd in- 
iorflsa phnigh,'#hidh WlH "Wdrk by itscff, ploughs 
e acres of ground in ten minutes, reapfs h at th^ 
e time, and .threshes it out into bins. Th^s, citi- 
S we seethe effects of the human mind when un- 
imelled by tjVantf^ alttd' thu^/ sh^II mind overcome 
:er, Insomuch, that I will venture to pronounce a so* 
1 fact^ that we shall shortly be able to make autCMna^ 
, to- do every act of labour the human species are 
necessitated to perform/ 
s h pA^W «ai<d the Doctor/ « t!ie «rnttbr befiieves 



' * The people must be fools to believe him,' sakLl^iie* 
derick ; < he will persuade them next that he irill thresh 
the com before it grows.' 

< And I should not wcmder if they gave him credit/ 
answered P^recho. ^ This man was an apothecary h^* 
fore he commenced oratot^ but his eloquence gained him 
applause, he left the rattle of the pestle, for the i:latter 
of his own tongue^ and he is now so great a favorite^ 
that any thing he utters is received with applause* 
Have you no men in your country » who are heard with 
delight while tlhey speak nonsense ^* 

* Yes,' replied the Dpctor mournfully, * we have.too 
many : I fear our country will one day be like yours, 
or even worse, for my countrymen are of, so restless a 
dispositi(H), that, were they equal to-^ay, like your citi- 
zens, to-morrow they would be plunged in anarchy.' 

^ I hope/ said Parecho, < they will not quit the reali* 
ty of felicity with some natural evils, for, the shade witb 
every possible ill.* \ 

CHAPTER XVII. 

Moral virtue^ theory and practice*^ Stvfieo is convinced 
there are other exiatencea beaidea hia oivn ideaaj by a 
tremendoua Phenoinenon in naturt* 

OUR philosophers were invited to the house of ihdr 
guide, which had once been extremely magnificent, and 
yet bore the vestiges of foding grandeur^ it contained 
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some rich furniture, whicli time had not devoured, for 
as to anf thing new, it was impossible to be procured* 

* What you see hete,* said Parecho, * is only the frag- 
merts of what I once possessed—my whole property is 
dtv^idediand of this house I could only claim two rooms, 
a chimney-sweeper, and several other equally impor- 
tant personages possessing the others ; but since the 
mortality in the city, I am allowed my whole house— I 
had a library of ancient Syriac and Egyptian manuscripts 
containing an account of the most early ages, together 
with thirteen thousand modern productions. But these 
enlighteners of the human race,, during their struggle 
for liberty, and the promotion of general knowledge, be- 
ing in want.of cases for their fire-ponder and ball, con- 
demned all the libraries to that purpose.* 

< How is it possible,* said the Doctor,- < you should 
be acquainted with gttn-powder» which is a very taoderA. 
invention, and only a few years introduced into America.* 

Parecho smiled.—* My friend,* said he, ' as our great 
ancestor said, there is nothing new under the sun.— 
This art we learnt from a people of India, called Oxy- ' 
dracae : Alexander the Great feared to march agains^ 
this people, and pretended it was on account of religion^ 
but had he passed the Hyphasis he might doubtless have 
made himself master of the country all round them; 
but their cities he could never have taken, though he 
h^ led a tbousap^ as brave as Achilles, or three thou- 
aand such as Ajax to th^ assault. For they came not 
ii)tQ the field to fi^ht those who attacked them : but these 



liply meOf beloved bjr l)ie gp(b^o9flti^tMlP ilN^ir csienijbi 

< It i$ vtfy BiD^l&tf^iTHi^^* Mf U^d this Dmli^j ^ l»ie 
bjr nip^m^aits sui^iung; buti^i^49iirwfaalraoe«f people 
^re you> junce yous^ma s^^^ainted with tj^ oU iiwdd ? 

* W^ ^rc^ Pfiit of Mm^ tiribes ^ Ahr^^»9* ^9iA Pai^ 
obOf ^ w^ i(CQ8^d>he gf^at deserts of Tiutary aod^^bi^* 
QjE^ traveling tbo^ r^ima of de«olMion^aod ^u^m^ki^ 
%bpuch upite the Qo|)^Q^|)jt«} a^d ia ab<m^ oae hwi^fed- 
yeara ww*dcriAg» diacovi^ed-ifcia valley* wji^^ w« wenBh 
a» happf, a9 U .vs ppi^f^le for^ ^ft|!apaie>p|(mi4 fimMbi^ 
Idle exiiif»€^ pf -Djiaji^ti? bfr* 

< To*xnorrow/ »^>verad ttbeir b«84,, ^ jpii<ab9ftiM^vieil> 

Tpiu^ pjiilpspi^era tj^^d touthek^ eoMii intern fsmie 
ckan straw was laid i^pw tbe floor}* the^ beda i»a5rkie 
be^n &eqijvsstei?ed fior the public purposfa. 

' Itmu^t be owoed}' said FredeFick,. * these poopie. 
are a^ whifnsical se^t^ axid do .i»>;t se^m miach betiter £br' 
theiv liberty/ 

< This is^a pbilosopbical I'egiifbUc/ sjdd Alogos^; *the^: 
ai^p^eoVrepubUpa were &ghtlog,Fepublijca f .tluxcAmeiicamk 
and the Jtiolianders are trading; r^epubli^y. but loen aeero^ 
ed neither better satisfied, better govei?Qedi.or benet< 
fed in any (^ them ; nor inisiq^:i^xktigi^ss^imniti99' 
bejQ^^jKU^ ^> in. . 94imitPd lOOiNMrfti^/; 
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* But I insist bpdn it,* said Stuped, * mohiarchy is urt- 
iiatoral. It is one tyrant usurping the privileges of the 

whole people contrary to the sacred majesty of the biody 

politic' * 

* But liow came that body politic into being ?* said the 
Doctor. ' The roaming families of men/ replied the 
great politician, < found the ne^d of mutual assistance 
and defence, and they united into-nations.' < 

« No;* replied the Doctor, * you talk absurd : it is 
contrary to the nature of manh-4nan is a rapacious ani^ 
mal, and is perpetually, if not curbed by liaws and sub* 
ordination, seeking objects of rapine and violence* Let 
lis. look back to tiie origin of the 4>eopie, to the remote 
annals o£ heroic agesy and we shall find an herd of robbers 
gathering together for the sake of plunder. The bold- 
est becomes their leader and chief : the weak tribes sub- 
mit an I join them till their power is irresistible, ^nd Ih^y 
fo^nd extensive empires. Conquest is at first the only 
compact, and the people, little better than an herd of 
murderers, directed by a chief; The ambition of this 
chief to excel in splendour, introducesJuxury, and Soft- 
ens the ferocious habits of his followers } the arts of 
peace follbw a cotirt.- The fermentation "Subsides, or 
is let off by continual wars, while the* peaceable remain 
at hom^ ; and this is the history of main in reality. To 
tidk ^ a people irasembttng from the viroeds, and form- 
ii% general laws and social compacts i^ as absurd as it 

V.3 . ♦ 
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t * 

is false. In all established goyemments, the origin ^as* 
the same, whether they were republican or monarchiv 
cal ; though, for a thousand reasons^ a Hmked monar^ 
chy seems to me the best calca^ted for man, as diffiis-^ 
xng the most general good, and in fact, the greatest pro* 
portion of real freedom/ ' 

< I am still conyinced,^ cried Stitpeo^ * that a state of 
nature is the more eligible. * It signifies nothing that 
the human species may be multiplied in society. The 
happiness, and not the numbers of mankind is to be coti- 
sidered; -ar.d the greatest possible good would be, ts 
let one family reside upon a thousand acres» in the most 
perfect freedom and happiness, rather thah have a h* 
mily upon every acre, with the present conse^ences of 
society.' 

< You talk strange contradictions,' said the Doctor. 
* You are never consistent in your opinions : do you not 
know, that in society we must iarfer seme privileges 
fW a portion of social hafifimesB** ^ 

^ But truth, eternal truth,* cried Stupeo, • is ■ ^ J 

* Whttt we have heard an hundred timeir said Frede« 

rick, ^ in as many dHlerent definitions ; for my part I 

am disgusted wkb every thing.' These philosoj^ers 

, were here interrujited by the snoring of Mungo^ who 

' had quietly laid down upon the straw, untroubled with 

the nature of truth or metaphysical disquisitions ; and 

the three great men concluded^ that ignorance was in 

some measure necessary tO'happiness. The next moiS'- 



1 

j 



ing, Parecho attended his guests to a large hallf where 
they found a great number of people sitting upon ben- 
c!hes: hi the midst of the haU was a square platform, 
railed round similar to a small stage. There was no 
ornament to fix the eye, nor any music to catch the ear* 
a profound silence remained/ 

* Why,' said Alog^s to Parecho, < is the place painted 
black. Have you no priests— no music ?* 

* There was once very fine paintings,' said Parecho, 
• representing the miracles in Egypt and the Wilder- 
ness, but it was feared by the philosophers that these 
symbols would 'recall to mind the God of their fathersi. 
which they wished to enpunge from the human soul.-— 
We used to have fine music ; but the musicians could 
not be paid, and the whole art fell rapidly to decay, for 
-who would or couM attend to the acquirement of skills 
"^hen all their reward was a bare existence. As to the 
old priests they were deemed to hare enslaved the peo- 
ple, by darkening their minds with superstition, and io* 
dulging themselves in licentiousness ; so that they wer^ 
most of them destroyed, and the rest mingled with the 
people.' 

A person now moved from the crowd, and mounting 
the stage, made an oration for half an hour upon mora- 
' lity> political justice, and the great book of Nature, 
where he asserted every thing was to be learnt that was 
worth knowing : he concluded with declaring against 
the power of revealed religion, io cloieck the crimes of 
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nien, M^etllng^i that morality Wad ef cry thiilg:; aild the 
light of nature the real statldlird of tiftue* 

The people then waited ddrife tiftie ; land nd one eUe 
cotithig forward, they dispersed to walk in the fields^ 
the day being an holiday. 

Our philosophers likewise quitted th<e city, foIidWing 
^t a distance the oi'ator, who had harabgued about tno- 
rality. They entered a grove of tiees wherfe they sat 
down) conversing on pdlitidSi A young woman ^as 
walking in the groVe, to whom the moralist advanced, 
and aeemed to press hei* to something dlie objectt^d. 
Ht Was proceeding to violence, when a young man 
sprung upon him; they both fell upon the groundybut 
the orator being the strongest) rose, and with a leiig 
knife stabbed the yeilth to the hearty and ran away ^ 

< Horrid i' cried Doctor Alogos, < is there no means 
of panishing the monster I' 

*This man/ said Parecho, indignantly, < is a refor- 
mer 0f the people, and such the consequence of hjfi doc« 
trine* If you destroy in the minds of men the belief ef 
an avenging and infinite Power, you give loose to every 
passion in the corrupted heart of man. It is not possi- 
ble to bring this wretch to justice, because noimlMdual 
has the power df lifb and death, unless it is done in a 
private manner, by way of retaliation ;-^beiides, it is 
contrary to political justice, that any /m#r ofibnee staoald 
be punished with doercionv 

« Very true,* said Stupeo^ < that I taught the peeple 
tt England. But he might be finedr-«o man, or bo- 



dfoS men, caii liaTc>»^ dght t^ pwak^v w'm^ 4eath/ 
* But how will you fine ^ man who Has no pi><>pert)r^ 
and/where aU ave equal-^iid what could be done witb 
the ^e I You wo«l«l soon destvof equality/ 

^Bvtyeii mifght impnson bbn,* said Fuedertck, ^I3i> 
pveY«Bt hi§4ol^ the same agun.' 

< Impossible,' untied Parecho>^-< My^car Sir,- bear 
the opinimiS'Of our grest philosophers. The bodif is 
perpetually changingMthe soui of auiA becomes evt^ry^ 
momeint a diflBeiteat being; so that wer& we to put this 
iMnsIn prison, tonnon^w we shouki be oon fining atot^^ 
tally difFerent being whoUy tnoocent «£ the crime.' 

*' Sf9f- g(x>d,f refilied Doctor/ Akxgos, ^ the fasihiiina* 
ble^JMf* H^Bieha&inadd iBostK)! tiite yeeo^ menxam* 
v«r|i|4fttteae very^ctriDesaiiin^^ciMnitry. Sathai^^not** 
widiomidisg:! (UU3i rsQolicct almndor ^wi&fortweni|^ 
years baski^ they ate not the ftame' persona^ I and* tbcyt 
are changed, tranafinpiBed,.and rapew^d* nobody • kncnnr 
bow often ; and Mn. Hume who finished the -essiufSi 
^itas not die' Mk.< Hume who wrote the treatise- Km 
Hunan Nature; So'Ak^:ainder the-Gceai, who was the> 
«on of Philip of Macedon, was^ not tlie Alexander the 
Gkeat whO' subdued Greece by his flatteries, nor hin^ 
wibo awarthrqwi the.B^sians.^ 

< Such being the case/ said PaieclK), ^itis piaini^ 
that there c»i^ be no puittshnient& without they are^ cor^* 
pi^real punishments without infringing political justicev; 
yptticaimot) restore the injury done: to society by connh 
mitting an outrage in the article of puniahnvea|f^' 
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< Tfafen crTmes may be done with impunity/ said Doc* 
((Mr Alogos. 

« Wiiat a delightful country,* cried Stupeo. • I wUl 
never quit it* The human mind is here in perfect free? 
dom. At length, my dear Frederick, we have found 
the place where our principles are practicable, w.here 
truth and philosophy shine with beams of irradiating 
splendour, and the dignity of huma.n nature is unsophis- 
ticated in its pursuits.' • 

< Would that I were once more^in England with my 
dear Laura, if the children of nature have not ^murdered 
her,' sud the Doctor, with k deep sigh. 

Frederick knew not what to think: his senses fre- 
quently contradicted the profound Stupeo, and ofteaJed 
him to think, lis tutor in the wrong ; but the philosophl* 
cal disquisitions*, the grand doctrines of the greatest 
good, and the elegant Romance of Political Justice^ in- 
clined him agsun to the new philosophy. 

€Kir vagabonds returned to the city, when they be^ 
oame hungry. Stupeo grumbled very much to find 
only coarse bread and fruits, with clear water. * Have 
you no fermented liquors,* said he, • no spirits V 

* No,' answered Parecho: * spipts could not.be the 
universal drink, independent of the labour to procure 
them ; they are, therefore, unallowable in a state of 
equality. At first, when they were .distributed accord* 
ing to every one*s pleasure, the streets were* filled with 
drunkards. Nature never designed men to drink liquid 
4re/ 



^ At kast,' said F|f*edeFkk, *I should |hink&iuma| 
food would give variety to your table.' 

« What,* replied ParechO) * rear animals on purpose 
to destroy thexp. Nature never te)ls us ^y such thing 
'— .VK^ used.formerly to have excellei^t oxen, but since lr« 
bour has been equally divided, np body will undertake t<(^ 
breed them ; and the species is become almost extinct i 
be sidesv no one would take the unpleasant office of butchi 
cr, where there was no reward. 

, ^ Human life»^ said the Doctor> < isnot^worth enjoy* 
ing, when we thus limit our pursuits-^he very peasant^ 
]^ my country enjoy infinitely more advantages: an4 
what does any government signifyvif in reality men arcf 
not benefited, the intellects expanded) and their gratifi* 
, cations increased ?^ 

' It is a false taste/ said Stupeo, ^ which has intro« 
duced. animal food: and if we do indulge in it, why not 
eat it raw ?-— Nature^ had she intended we should feqi 
upon dressed dishes, would have produced animals rea^ 
dy roasted and boiled.' 

< And why not,' said i'arecho, < have loaves and cakes 
ready baked) grow upon stalks in the field : all this is a 
deriajtion from nature, and very absurd in gteat philoso* 
phei^ to follow. But seriously, what is this j^r^on, 
about nature ?— What is nature ^ 

< Why, nature>* answered StupeO) * is that which evc-i j 
ry man sees with his eyes*— it is visible at first view to ] 
all understandings— it is the influence of rational princi- 
l^les impinging ^pon men» actions palpable to eve^^ 



^vr 



9M ^H» VJr<3^JtB0»b. 

«oinpre1ien«ion : ifius natnfe signifies 'begifmhrg, 6r b6» 
getting, so that to a<:t accordirig to natu]*ei k to begins to 
l>eget,produee> which is accor<fifigtb the light cff treason 

and nature. 

"< Butwh&t is tlie^ light of'nattirtf ?' criedlOjctbr Ato* 
gos: — * We know the getitlinr meaning of the worili 
but you apply to nature B.'fiefaonaligy $ youmake a there 
action an aciive being's such JCW the consequences tf 
applying tertiisi when the real meaiiing 6f the wbrdid 
not understood ; aiid thus we gb to deny a Creator, and 
place in his stead not a power, not a beiilg, but an abso» 
lute actmn, called a beginning Or a beg^tlhlg. Thtra 
to express ourselves cleitty, Wte should say, t*Jie act df 
Beginning teaches us to prefer good for evil. The ttftf 
^f beginning has produced all things. ^tlMx^ we ^otM 
Hvoid the absurdity of confounding at) act With the per^ 
^n of the actor, *for even a new ptiilbsbpher wbtildstiai^ 
tie, if, in place of saying man can be n6 longCi^ ^^P(^ 
than while he lives according to natUi'e, we Were to sfSf 
•—man catt be no longer happy th^n While he lives at* 
cording to the act of beginning. Let'the Wotj^hippei^s of 
the act of beginning J or nature, rehi'embe* the Sdvice 6f 
Mr. XiOCke, to be perfectly acquainted with the mednm§ 
of Words they begin to tihipute about, and libttoover* 
throw society with a cant jargon of equivocal expressi« 
ons. But we are now plunging into the prdfbiittd and 
tnuddy abyss of metaphysics, ah6 Shdriosie btir^elVM 
In the darkness *' ' - 
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* Hdw do you mai'ry in this country of equality V said 
Fr^jdjeriqk : * I^ it a civil or religious ceremony V 

* It cannot w^ll be called either, replied Parecho. 
At the first establishment of equality, every man gave a 
JCull sway to his passions, and in one week there was 
scarcely a maid above fourteen. The labour of the fe* 
males, as I informed you before, rendered them very in- 
dlfirerent objects to the young men, and it was judged a 
deviation from equality, that one should have a pretty 
wife, and another an ordinary one. It was proposed 
that 9.11 young people, arrived at the age of marriagev 
.should once a year assemble, and the nearest of stature 
divided into parcels> each casdng lots for his partner ;»-^ 
they are then deemed married, and if they, have children, 
cannot be disunited ; but. if they have not, they may, by 
mutual consent, change every year^ because the number 
.of the people are the strength of the republic ; thus we 
,$^tempt to increase population, while we smother the 

principles of vitality.* 

Have you any mode of punishing adultery I* inquired 
^iStupeo. 

< No ; the will of the sex is free, and were it not a 
inatter of policy, no man would ro arry.* 

* That is as it should be,' said Stupeo : < if the rich 
of the old world knew of this blessed spot, you would 
liave no reason to complain of the^ecay of your people.* 

. < No grass grows in our highways,* said Pareqho : 
. * liceuUousness and. d«bauchery will never increase or 

W 
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improve the human species ; the peopte must have t 
taste for domestic enjoyments : a hope must bi excite 
of reward for the rearing of an offspring, or ni|;tural af- 
fection will dp very little.* 

< ' You shall go with me to England,* said Doctor AIo^ 
gos; *you shall see there the remains of conjugal af- ^ 
fection, and vittues which still linger in Europe ; you 
shall tell the people the effects of this horrid and im- 
practicable system of equalit]^.* 

* Impossible,* said Parecho; *a man who is really a J 
patriot, will not abandon his country when it is in dan* | 
ger. The hour i;nay come when the people will awake, 
and they will need some one to direct their rising hopes.* 

* I will return,* cried the Doctor, ' that I may at least 
set my example before them, and would to God they 
could see the precipice to which they are blindly stray- 
ing, and open their eyes to the private views and inte* 
rests of those miscreants who are shaking the torch of 
sedition in their face, while they seek only an opportu- 
nity of picking their pockets.* 

Stupeo made a long oration against leaving the conn- 
try, where the new philosophy completely triumphed, 
protesting if they had but a little brandy, he would pre* 
fer it to any spot on the earth; and Frederick» who was 
nearly ashamed of his former opinions, consented to fol- 
low the Doctor. 

Having takeii leave of Parecho, they returned by tha 
way they came, not a little amused \^ith those naked 
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^liiosopherS) .who were Studying the public good, afid 
rWorkiDg in ratio for the support of equality. 
. * It seexns to me/ said the Doctor, * that to study 
private good would be more advantageous : it is impos* 
aibie the public good can be established upon private 
, evils/ 

They clambered the rugged mountains with difficulty, 
descending again to the forests of America. The day 
was extremely sultry, not a breath of air whispered 
amongst the trees, and a strong sulphurous smell exhal- 
ed around them. A thick haze overspread the face of 
the heavens, through which the sun appeared one niQ* 
xaent purple, and th^ next violet.' 

* Oh horrible V cried Stupeo : * whjit do I see ?— The 
phenomena of nature are changing— <he desolation of all 
things ia at hand.* 

* What desolation ?' said the Doctor, calmly ; < are 
you frightened at your own ideas ? or do you think this 
terrene habitation will dissolve I Do you believe in the 
Tevelations and prophecy V 

^ Is this a moment to talk of such things,' said Stupeo, 
< when an instant may swallow us alive into the gulph . 
. of hell ? Do you not feel the ground trembling beneath 
you?' 

< The ground tremble I' said the Doctor; < what ha 
you an idea in your head of the ground being in convi 
sions V 

* An idea ?' cried Stupeo ; < can any man in his senst 

call this an idea? Look at the dreadful flppearailtie o» fh 



250 TBt YiGABOlmr ' ' 

Ae^UDy and saj if that's an idea: see how the ti 
bendr-the earth moves like the wares of the ocean > 
God I what vill become of us ?' 
At these wordsy Stupeo cast liimself upon the gtov 

, - * 

-which was agitated bj an earthquake, and exhibite 
scene tremendously grand. The mountains, o 
which they had passed, split with dreadful chas 
tumbling fragments of rock broke from their beds, 
rushed iiito th^ plains, tearing all before them. ". 
earth undulated like a moving lake—at the interval 
a few minutes, yawning with a frightful rent, and cl 
ing with a dreadful concussicm : a large savahnia si 
at a distance* and a body of water overwhelnoLedlt f( 
ver. 

< Oh ! omnipotent Being/ cried Doctor Alogos, fall 
on hx» knees, < protect us, protect us from the siirrbu 
inig ruin— if such, O Preserver of mankind, be the c 
snquence of some trifiing disor&r in nature, what wo 
this world be if governed alone by chance ?— -It depe 
Upon thee forever ibr its existence, and, if thy powei 
withdrawn, every atom will disunite, and the wind t 
them like chaff through the regions of space/ 

• I acknowledge,' said Frederick, his eye gazing 
on the dun face of the heavens ; ' I acknowledge tli 
is a great and ETERNAL PO WElt, The phenoi 
na of nature must convmce us, if we are not fools, but 
easy in a cahn region, where the seasons ar6 scare 
i^iiBed by a i^torm, to doubt the existence of a God) as i 
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frequently doubt in their own mind^, whether they shall. 
die before they s^rrive at an hundred, while health floats 
in their vein^/ 

< It is not suflicieni/ said Doctor Alogos, <that we 
behold the wonders of nature) these can only inspire our 
minds with the sublime and the terrific | we must be 
taught first by revelation^ the great, truths of religion, 
and then shall we find a confirmation in every particle 
of matter/ 

For half an hour the shocks of the earth continued* 
and the prOfoundest silence sealed the lips of these phi- 
losophers. Horror chilled their veins, and they ex- 
pected that the hour of final vengeance was come, when 
the Most High should judge the world. By degrees 
the undulations became lainter ; the starting rocks' re-, 
mained in their beds, and the philosophers found sufii- 
cient courage to seat themselves upon a fragment 

< At tins moment,* said Frederick/ < a solemn awe, a 
strange sensation trembles through my frame— I feel 
that I am re-assured, and I do not fear this scene of dc- 
solatioi\:-«4 would at this moment that I could believe 
in the immortality of the soul ; but we are told in the 
eighteenth century, that it is a im)dern invention of 
Christianity.* 

( Like many other falsehoods which are delivered 
dogmatically/ said the Doctor ; < there are none greater 
than this. There is scarcely a nation or a people un-* 
der the heavens whf have not believed in it, though 

W2 
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some of their ignorant ^oung men hive pretended to 
set it aaidew merely because it did not agree with the 
excess of their passions. These people we call hea- 
thens, in the Elysian fields, plainly testify their belief^ 
>vhich is as ancient as record can refer to.— Homer was 
no philosc^her of the eighteenth ceutuij— ^but we might 
go higher than Homer, we. might travel to the ages im- 
mediately succeedi|ng the deluge when the Noahchid^e 
settled in the Median mountains, when the Cushites 
hewed out the mountains of Thebes into caverns,^ which 
exist to this day, an everlasting memorial of that great 
devastation. In these caverns^ safe^ as they hoped, from 
another flood, and before they dared venture into the 
plains, where they built the city of 'if hebes, they invent* 
eel the mysteries of liieroglyphics to convey the sacred 
doctrines of their religion, which, doubtless they receiv- 
ed by traditions prior to the deluge. In these hierogly* 
phics the Thebaic beetle had principal part,^ and was 
the emblem of immortality for two re^isons : the firsts 
because, after the waters of the Nile subside, and leave 
the mud behind, this insect is the first which appears, 
and is thence emblematic of the resurrection ; and th6 
second, bNecause the beetle Is the longest lived of any 
insect known, far exceeding the age of man. From 
these people descended the Egyptians, the fathers of 
Bcience. A colony also spread eastward^ i^nd were the 
founders of the Hindoo nations, professing the religion 
of Buddha or Bcoda, who was the Hermes, or Mercuiy 
gf the western, and the Woden? Odin, or Gwoden of the 
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northern world. It is remark^Ie jrhat all the primitive 
mythologies agree in eveiy grand point> as the exist- 
ence of a great Supreme, the creatioDy the immortality 
of the soul) and future rewards and punishments. The 
Druids, though inhabiting the regions of the. North, yet 
agree in tliese points of religion with the people of the 
torrid zonq* Were I to enter into the astonishing dis« 
cussion, which, of itself must strike the mind with v 
mazement, we should perceive that the first iiihabltants 
of the earth had a pure religion, unmixed with fable, and 
that it is time which has introduced amongst them so 
many factitious deities : but, to prove to you what I have 
said, I will repeat to you pari of a passage relative to a 
future heaven, which is taken from the Icelandic^ and 
was the tradition of the ancient Celtae, Danes, Scythi- 
ans, 8cc.from whom the naUons of Europe are descended'^ 

Speaking of the destruction of the world:— T'Ac ^re 
cofiaumef every thing, and ghejlame reachea ufi to hea* 
ven i butfireaentlyafterjanevf earth afiring^ufi from 
the bosom of the wavea^ adorned with green meadowas 
the fielda there bring forth^ ivithout culture ; calamities 
are there unknown ; afiataceis there'raised more ahirUng 
than the aun^ all covered with gold : thia ia thefilace ihml 
thejust inhabit, and enjoy delighta for ever more. Then 
the fiowerful^ the valiant^ He who governa all thinga'^ 
cornea forth from kia Iqfty abodea to render divine jua- 
ticC'^He fironouncea decreea'^He eatabliahea the aaered 
destinies which ahall endure forever, 

' Such is the doctrine cf those men we call Jheatheol^ 



d54 Tn TAGABdNl^. 

irfiom we are told onljr invented deities through fear, j 
But let us one moment now, when the earth ceases Its 
concussions, ask, if the point«blank assertion of the nkir 
philosophers he true, whenlhey tell us that the ijnmoi* 
lalitf of the soul cannot be traced from the Old Tes- 
Sament/ 

• Prove that it can,' said Stupeo ;— ^ prove that, and I 
will believe any thing.' 

• What do you say of Saul, and the Witch ofEndor?* 
said the Doctor. * The very identical spirit of SaniileL 
was supposed to appear, which could not have beeuf if 
they believed the soul either a bundle of transient ideas 
with Mume, or mere matter. What do you say of cbar^ 
mers and dealers with familiar spirits ? or, where Solo- 
mon asks, who knoweth the efiirit of a man that goeth 
ufiwardj and the a/iirU of a beait that goeth downward to 
the earth? But even more plain than all thisV we read. 
Many of them thAt tleefi In the dust <if the earthy shall 
awakcj some to everlasting Rfe^ and some to ahame^ and 
everlasting contemfi$ / — ^and then a sfiirit passed be- 
fore my fate, and the hair of my head stood up. 

^ But why,' said Stupeo, * is not the Old Testament 
as full in this point as the New )l And why did not Mo* 
ses* law declare future rewards and punishments I' 

* The Old Testament,' answered the Doctor, < con- 
tsuns only the dvSl code of the lews, holding up to them 
a deity who held sininsoQiuch abhorrence, that its ef- 
fects were^ntailed to the fourtlk generation. The sub* 
lime doctrineis of Chiistlamty were resenred for a grea- 



j^than Moses to phimulgsHe; thoU^ if iifas dviderit 
th« Jews, as well as other nations, Ixeiieved the immor^ 
Ulityoftbesoul.' 

* Why,* siaid Frederick, * coHld you eVttrdbiilrtjWhefi 
yoii seem sb tapabfe of f emovlng the dbVibts of othb^sf* 

* Because,' answered Doctor Alog^^s, * the human 
mifidis charmi^d with noVelty, and loses solid reascMiii 
the glare of plausible hypothesis. It reqtdres refteictidh 
to perceive that the philosophers of the present day are 
supremely ignorant, and to cover which, the^pretehd to 
ietifdind discredit every relic of antiquity, by which they 
would plunge the world again into i^horkhce. What 
are the dead Jangu ages, is a coiilnion cry— ^h'^y t^adi lis 
nothing^-^we should be studying man ; but how, prayt 
are we to study man ;— man, who is a creature of expe<« 
rience^ when we destroy the experience of ages I I 
have actually heard a public character, a man of the li* 
terary world mainialn, that all the classics were mer^ 
forgeries of the fifth century, and tliat he did not believe 
there evep existed such persons a,s jHother, Demostha* 
ncs, &Cr* 

The face of the sky by degrees became serene, and 
ihe vagabonds bent their course by the attitude of the 
the sun. Stupeo supported his principles with more 
vehemence than ever, and ridiculit\ghls late trepidation, 
he asserted that it was a mere accidental impulsion of 
the animal oeconomy, arising from the action of ti\e air 
in its perturbed state, and had nothing in common with 



hit ratiotiftl fiiculties, and the grand prmciplet of tn 
and reasoD, and univeraal man. 

'Frederick revolved in illence the worda of Doctor 
logoa^— he shuddered at the remembrance of bis fern 
actions^ and would have openly derelicted from his p 
Itssions, had he not been ashamed of the reproaches 
StupeO} who perpetually declaimed against that imb^ 
lity of mind) which^ having once felt the f(M*c€^ of reas 
and the grand light of truih, returned again to super 
tion and ignorance. 

To these taunts. Doctor Alogos steadily repli 
thaty to iay he had changed hU ofihtion^ waa only to t 
he wa§ vfUer to day than he va$ yesterday. 



CHAPTER XVliL 

Stujieo quits the vorld m a blazing' idea^^an unexfiec 
meeting, and the conelusion of what is not concluded 

DUKINGitiany days these philosophers wandere 
the woods, till their ammunition was expended, and tl 
spirits exhausted. They had no means of 'makin 
fire, and had for some time devoured all their game r 
40 the no small prejudice of a state of nature— ^or e 
-l^tupeo himself allowed, that the idea ^f provisi 
dressed, was better than the idea of them raw* Tl 
bodies were worn out with fatigue and want ; and t 
>ere so miserable, as to desire death as a relief. 

For Jiiree days they tasted nothing but water, aQ( 



>ti^ berries which grew^wild. Their clothes were partly 
worn from their backs, and the remnants were animated 



with living multitudes >^^ severe fever btirnt in the 
veins of Frederick, and but for the steady encourage* 
ment of the Doctor, he would have sunk by the way ;— • 
their beards were grown to philosophical length, and 
take them all in ally they appeared truly the vagabond 
children of nature. 

In this 'forlorn condition, Stupeo uttered curses with, 
volubility, arraigning the conduct of Providence, if such 
there really were. 

• Doctor Alogos endeavoured to inspire him with pati- 
ence, observing^ that Providence was not * to blame, as 
themselves had wilfully plunged into the wilderness in 
search of an ignU/atuuB. 

, When they were all nearly at the last estertion, they 
were overtaken by a tribe of Indians returning from an 
expedition against toother tribe ; and as they could 
make no defence, they became prisoners without a 
struggle. These men of nature having fed thei^ with 
a paste of pounded Indian corn, tied their hands behind 
them, and, notwithstanding they were every moment at 
the point of fainting^ urged them forward in a rapid 
|3[iarch»-^poor MuQgo fell down and expired, with' the 
over-exertion ; but his fate did not move with /fUte 
pity the callous bosoms of these children of nature. 

Stupeo was almost distracted at Ms condition, though 
he obstinately insisted that pity was a false feeling of 
weakness in the human heart.^ Frederick now remem* 



berpd.thatJRpuw^UcfcEuJ said, <.That./?iVy.was .ajialu- \ 
t9L\j^t!^]fjfi(^y yrbmb.HQ^odfirati^ii.in each individual the 
' activity of self Jqtc, cAOC^rripg to the mutuai preserva- 
tipnofalLthespfScies* So wonde^rfuUy do great philOi< 
ftopb^r^ C9pt|;fidipt..€ach.pthi?r in ihc grand affair of im- 
inutaljile, truth. 

On the fo^pwbg 4ayJ;he7 reached a IHtle Indian vil- 
lage. On setting up the war«-whoop,. a miipbcr ,of wo- 
IQei> ajid p^i)dren ,cai»e.^QMtto meet them, with screams 
and.yclls,.^!un?a^«^»&w variety ajadjsubjimity of tone, a 
chorus of an hundred cats howling by the moonjight. 

< This is the ];nusic of a J)^tural ear,' . sa,id the Doctor 
•-rbutlStup^o )i:$is, top mupb absorbed in his execrations^ 
^o reply. sTbese , great men . were , confined in a little 
hut, and had a plentiful repast.pfbxu^scdJndian. wheat 
and r water.^7<^< ^i\i£r al4,' said Stupeo, < these savages 
sa*e better'than men in civilised life ; ibis hut or prison 
is wholf so^e and f:le^n, we are. not confined in a loath- 
some dungepn*— the ligbt of nature is always pure, and 
the actiona of simple , men c?mnot fail to be just. , We 
only be<Kime^ mpnstersi wbep, we coDdemn «ach (Hher.to 
eternal flames for a bugrbear, or drag each otber to 
^tal^es for thf: sals^e ,o( religion. X ^m more than ever a \ 
sceptic ; all existence i^ i,q my eyes a farce, ^ folly, an 
idea, , I*ain, pleasure, lite, death, every tjiing^i* an idea, 
or Hume p^i^st be wropg.* *, 

While be thus spoke to bis silent companions,^^ an hi- 
deous howl and continued roar of joy advanced towards 
them. . It Mas night, wHihe. Indians. drew near^ danc* 
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ing in rude figures, with torches of pitch-pine, blazing 
in the air. 

• These are very singular ideas,' said the Doctor ; *if 
your ideas and my perceptions are alike, we shall have 
a comfortable idea of roasting.' 

• I mountain,' said Stupeo :— -the door of the hut at that 
instant was opened, and several black children of reason 
dragged out the miserable {^ilosopher, and bore him tri- 
umphantly to a green, in the centra of the village. There 
they fastened him to a stake, and sticking hisvbody^ full 
of pine-koots, set fire to the whole, which consumed the 
miserable wretch with the most agonizing torture's, 
while the sons of nature danced around him, mocking 
his cries, and encouraging their children to dart at him 
little pointed arrows. 

Such was the termination of that enlightened great 
man, who, while he lived, endeavoured to kindle the 
world, and set society in a flame, but expired himself in 
the midst of a blaze. 

• Alas !* cried Frederick, in extreme agitation, ^what 
IS man ? A being influenced by cruelty and rapine:—- 
he h worse than the savage hyena of the desert, or the 
vntamed tyger of the burning sands. I see with bitter 
conviction, that coercion and laws are necessary to re« 
strain the arin of destruc,ti6n and violence : in the im* 
perfect nature of all terrene existences, no law can be 
made to deter the wicked, without being a restraint, or 
in some instances a grievahce to some who are innocent. 
t^ see that society, with all its drawbacks, possesses 

' X 
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the greatest portion of real happiness ; and that half ovr 
miseries we biiig on ourselves^ by endeavouriiig to raise 
human nature superior to itself.' 

M am afraid/ said the Doctori < it will be our turn 
next These wretches are ignorapt of the /aw« of nw^ 
tions i and they have not sufficient religion ta teach them 
the duties of man to man»' 

Thus these two vagabonds, turncoats, unworthy the 
great name, or glorious martyrdom of the immortal 
Stupeo, who perished in the beat of his own ideas, be- 
wailed the accident of a gentle roasting. But the In- 
dians had no sooner perfectly reduced the great philo* 
aopher, metaphysician, and politician, to the idea of a 
few cinders,. than they advanced to the cottage, and drag* 
ged out the two prisoners to renew their pastime. 

As they approached the stakes, they were buffeted 
on every side by severe blows^ from the delicate fists of 
Ihe ladies, who out of spite at the fair skin of the dirty, 
lousy, Frederick, bit and pinched him with a very agree* 
able and sportive air. Indeed, if one might judge by 
their cries, they were even more delighted than the 
.tender European ladies who crowd to see some poor 
wretches extended on a gibbet, or run screaming to 
contemplate an house in flames ; or, than the/air daugh^ 
ters of France, who danced the Cari^agnole round the 
l^uillo^ine. 

While they were tying their victims to the stake^and 
dancing round with their blazing torches, the report of 
a gun struck them with^constc^-Qationi and a loudyei^ 
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'Spoke their despair ;»-<i second fire, which sent a bullet 
whistling amongst them^ urged them to Sight, and our 
heroes remained exposed t<\ whatever might ensue— a 
large fire gleamed on one side of them, by the light of 
which they perceived several persons advancing, dre^d 
in frocks, like Americ&n hunters. 

They drew near with their rifles in their hands, ^ and 
seemed to start with astonishment when they saw two 
white men naked, and covered with dirt. * Whoever 
you are,' said Frederick, in a doleful voice, * have fiUy 
upon our situation, and release us before these monsters 
return.* 

< Who are you?? ssdd one of the strangers, whose hat 
was adorned with a feather-^ Surely, I am no stranger 
to your voice.* 

* My nam« is Frederick Fenton.* 

< Frederick Fenton?* exclaimed the stranger; O! 
eternal Providence, what mysteries involve us finite be* 
ings .? — Hast thou brought into the wilderness of Ame- 
ricatheman I had most reason to abhor, and made me 
«the instrument of his preservation. Me, whom he so 
cruelly injured in the person of my Amelia?' 

* What,' cried Frederick, * are you Vernon ? Point 
your rifle at me, and finish at once the days of a miscre- 
ant.' 

' No,* replied Vernon ; * it is not for me to wrest ven- 
geance to myself ; but how are you in this situation? 
Gratitude to your father makes ihe almost rejoice that 
I have saved his son«*. 
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' • GratUoilc/ sighed Frederick. * Ah, Vettroo ! had 
I but feh it more early ; bad I listened to the common 
claims of nature and of society) I might liave been a 
irorthy member. But the new sophisticated jargon of 
philosophy and impracticable liberty, had rende<red mc 1 
insane. I have, however, been the pupil of experience) i 
and have seen the asbes of Stupeo scattered by the 
wind.* 

* I will return to society,* said Vernon : * it was the 
loss of a woman which embittei^ed it to me, and drove 
me. a forlorn wanderer in these woods; where I have 
fortunately found another to supply her loss, and lead 
me again into the world. I fancy^ Frederick, she is not 
unknown to you ; and if I may judge right, this is Doc* 
tor A logos her uncle.* 

< Can it be,* cried the enraptured man^ ' dat my dear 
Laura yet lives— is it possible she has escaped from 
these horrid savages V 

< She now, I hope, waits us. at you? plantadon,* repli- 
ed Vernon, < where I left her to search for 3rou, in com* 
pany with these my friends; though I confess with very 
little expectation of finding you.. 

* Thou art too good: O Providence r* cried Alogos, 
shedding tears, < what is man, that thou art mindfoi of 
him V 

* I am glad,* said Frede rack :«*>^ I' feel at this moment 
more satisfaction than I have felt fo^ years-^surely, 
there is somethiiig in virtue^ not to be desfcribed^-jrou 
will be happyi Vernon^ with Laura*-*^rfie is formed for 
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you» mid I rejoice that I did not ^succeed in debasing her 
punty. lam tired with philosophy ; I detest politics ; 
and I perceive that ftn equalityy the most exact and per* 
feet in respect of every moral and social obligatiofti 
springs from inequality itself.' ^ 

* Have you heard lately from Europe'? inqunred Doc«» 
tor Alogi^s. * Yes,* repHed Vernon : * 1 have news, 
that in Frederick's present sentiments, WiH itici^ase hiis 
satisfaction. His mother yet lives; she recovered with 
intioh difBculty from her wounds^-^tit she mourns with 
her husband the deviation of their son/ 

« I will fly^* cried* Frederick^--* I will cast mysdf at 
their feet, and implore them to pa^on ilfe.* 

In less than a month, they arrived again in Kentuckyi 
;where they found population increasing with the nume* 
fous emigrations^ but anhappiness and discontent pre* 
Tailed : for though the grounds which were cultivated, 
were productive, there was no channel for trade-*-«nd it; 
signifies nothing to a farmer, that his harvest is plenti* 
ful, if he has no msu*ket to meet his commodities^ 

Taxes increased, and evesy man was obliged to learti 
the military exercise, and keep in check ^e predator)" 
Indians. 

Doctor Alogos remarked, Ihatthe pee^le of America 
w«is equally dissatisfied with the people of England; 
and saw clearly, that no government would beuniver^ 
sally approved, which was net to the exact modei and 
interest «f ct^ery jp'ivatd indiyidual. 
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At Philadelphia he settled hU accounts, and drof tik' 
money from the bank .-—Laura ^gave her hand to Ver»n 
Don I and Frederick could not but feel a wish, that he 
had some amiable iQsdd to unite her destiny with his— i^ 
and by mutual good offices smooth the rugged road of 
life. He felt at that moment, that the endearing and 
tender smile of a modest woman, has more real plea- 
sure, than the most wanton blandishments of promiscu- 
ous intercourse. 

The wind favoured their return to the land of genu* 
ine liberty, wliere there is not one man so obscure as not 
%) possess a right, nor one man so high, as not to be 
subject to the laws. 

Where the noble and the peasant are upon equality 
in ihe/ienal code, and no man can suffer for his crimes^ 
but with the consent of twelve of his equals— a rights 
Wiknown to every government heretofore existing — a 
light which checks at once the arm of power, bribery, 
or malice. 

Doctor Alogos threw himself upon the beach, while 
tears of pleasure gushed from his eyes.— ^ Happy, hap- 
py shores,' exclaimed he, <how few comparative evils 
do you know- Unvisited by savage wai^— insulated from 
a treacherous and rapacious foe-^untainted by pesti- 
lence, and at a distance from the climes, where edith- 
qjual^es and tornadoes in one moment swallow up, or 
sweep away the exertions of a century.— Thy lands are 
never parched with the beams of a torrid sun, or gelid 
with the frosts of the polfir circles : thou never feel* 



• '* ' " ■ - "" ' . 

"* THE VaOABOMD. 2^ 

i :- . . ■ , • •• . • 

"•est the blaze of perpetual da^^, or the stillness of constant 

twilight. Thy fiejvls neyf r feil in therr . produce, and 
haUthe^wbrld Swings U"i«i tf ibutes of copmerce to Ihy 
shores^— though the sma//e.yf nation ont^artli in local ter- 
ritDry, thy situation and the- valor of thy 0nuine chil- 
dren, renders Iheekn^gnablc. Nor is thei?c a spot 
upon the universat gIob3, so favoured bJF Nature, and so 
bles^sed by Heaven . ^ 

May then thy fair face never be blasted by the insidi* 
eus attacks gf self-interested and ignorant empirics^ may 
.themania of impracticable political dreams be dispers- 
ed by the surges of thy rocky shoi^s; and may thy fair 
daughters know, that modesty and maternal feelings are 
the. chief ornaments of a celestial mind. Experience 
has. qualified me to judge of learnings whose researches 
have taught me the paucity of the. human mind ! taught 
me, that in this age of reason, in the eighteenth century^ 
I may exclaim with the learned and polished Socrate^^ 
-^^ Ml that Ikno'tois that Ikr^ow nothing.'^ 
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(jQ* The Binder is requested to he parti- 
cular in collating the sheets G, and ¥L; as a 
mistake has been discovered. Part of the inset 
of sheet H, yro/w^age 83 to page 86, is mark- 
ed G 2, the signature should iiave been H 2, 
mvi must b0 Elated accordingly. 
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